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If therefore Barth supposes that we deny any and every reaction of the political, 
HWF���UHÁH[HV�RI�WKH�HFRQRPLF�PRYHPHQW�XSRQ�WKH�PRYHPHQW�LWVHOI��KH�LV�VLPSO\�
WLOWLQJ�DW�ZLQGPLOOV��+H�KDV�RQO\�JRW�WR�ORRN�DW�0DU[·V Eighteenth Brumaire, which 
GHDOV�DOPRVW�H[FOXVLYHO\�ZLWK�WKH particular part played by political struggles and 
events; of course, within their general dependence upon economic conditions. 
Or Capital, the section on the working day, for instance, where legislation, which 
is surely a political act, has such a trenchant effect. Or the section on the history of 
WKH�ERXUJHRLVLH���&KDSWHU�;;,9���2U�ZK\�GR�ZH�ÀJKW�IRU�WKH�SROLWLFDO�GLFWDWRUVKLS�
of the proletariat if political power is economically impotent? Force (that is state 
power) is also an economic power.1

� Friedrich Engels, “Engels to Conrad Schmidt, October 27, 1890”, in Marx and Engels Cor-
respondence, translated by Donna Torr, International Publishers, 1968, KWWSV���ZZZ�PDU[LVWV�RUJ�
DUFKLYH�PDU[�ZRUNV������OHWWHUV���B��B���KWP.
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7KH� GLVDSSRLQWPHQW� IRU� 0DU[LVP� FDXVHG� E\� WKH� EDQNUXSWF\� RI� WKH� 6HFRQG�
International’s reformism during the First World War turned into a new hope with 
WKH� 2FWREHU� 5HYROXWLRQ�� 0DU[LVP� JRW� LWV� UHERUQ� IURP� LWV� DVKHV� ZLWK� WKH� 7KLUG�
International under Lenin’s leadership. In the area of philosophy, these developments 
prompted the young intellectuals of the West into seeking an answer to the question 
RI�WKH�SKLORVRSKLFDO�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�/HQLQ·V�0DU[LVW�DSSURDFK�WKDW�PDGH�WKLV�UHYLYDO�
possible. The most prominent names among these intellectual militants were Georg 
Lukács, Karl Korsch, and Antonio Gramsci.2 The early Lukács found in Engels’s 
WKRXJKW�� WKH�URRWV�RI� WKH�GHJHQHUDWLRQ�LQ�0DU[LVP�WKDW�FXOPLQDWHG�LQ� WKH�6HFRQG�
,QWHUQDWLRQDO��$FFRUGLQJ� WR� HDUO\�/XNiFV��(QJHOV�GLVWRUWHG�0DU[·V�SKLORVRSK\�RI�
SUD[LV��ZKLFK�ZDV�KLVWRULFDOO\�DQG�FULWLFDOO\�GLDOHFWLFDO��E\�GRJPDWLFDOO\�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�
it as the universal science of the laws of motion of matter and treating both matter 
and society in the same form of causality, without considering the unique character 
RI�SUD[LV��7KH�HDUO\�/XNiFV�WULHG�WR�VDYH�0DU[·V�0DU[LVP�IURP�(QJHOV·V�VR�FDOOHG�
vulgarization (in which early Lukács asserted that the dialectics of the subject and 
the object is absent), through a Hegelian reading.3

In the period after World War II, Engels was to be turned into a scapegoat, this 
time as the source of the Stalinist degeneration. After Khrushchev’s secret speech, 
(February 25, 1956) Anglo-French-Israeli invasion of Egypt (October 1956), and 
the Russian invasion of Hungary, (November 10, 1956) a new trend emerged, 
GHÀQHG� DV� WKH� ´QHZ� OHIWµ�4 This trend found the philosophical source of Stalin’s 
terror in Engels. During this period, many commentators such as Norman Levine, 
Frederic Bender, Terrell Carver, Gregory Claeys, Zbigniew A. Jordan, Sven-Eric 
Liedman, Tom Rockmore, Jonathan Sperber, Gareth Stedman Jones, Paul Thomas, 
5REHUW�7XFNHU��$QGU]HM�:DOLFNL�UHQHZHG�WKH�FODLP�WKDW�(QJHOV�KDG�GLVWRUWHG�0DU[·V�
thought.5 The roots of the Stalinist degeneration in the USSR were linked to the 
5XVVLDQ�0DU[LVWV·�(QJHOVLDQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�0DU[LVP�GXULQJ�WKH�&ROG�:DU�SHULRG�6 

In the area of political economy, after the Cold War, Michael Heinrich put 
IRUZDUG�KLV�´QHZ�UHDGLQJ�RI�0DU[µ�DJDLQVW�(QJHOV·V�´ZRUOG�YLHZ�0DU[LVPµ�DV�KH�
called it.7 Heinrich argues that in his edition of the third volume of Capital, Engels 
YXOJDUL]HG�0DU[·V�PXFK�PRUH�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�DSSURDFK��HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�WKH�FULVLV��E\�

� Kevin Anderson, Lenin, Hegel, and Western Marxism: A Critical Study, University of Illinois 
3UHVV��8UEDQD�DQG�&KLFDJR��������S��[LLL�
��&KDG�.DXW]HU��´0DU[·V�,QÁXHQFH�RQ�7KH�(DUO\�)UDQNIXUW�6FKRROµ��LQ�0LFKDHO�-��7KRPSVRQ��The 
Palgrave Handbook of Critical Theory, Palgrave Macmillan: New York, 2017, p. 50.
� Paul Blackledge, Friedrich Engels and Modern Social and Political Theory, State University of 
New York Press: Albany, 2019, p. 1.
� Blackledge, ibid., p. 1. It must be pointed out that there are also people who stand against this 
trend including names such as J. D. Hunley, David Hillel Ruben, Sebastiano Timpanaro, Steve 
Rigby, Perry Anderson, and Alvin Gouldner. 
6 Blackledge, ibid., p.1-2.
��6DP�:LOOLDPV��´0LFKDHO�+HLQULFK·V�¶1HZ�5HDGLQJ·�RI�0DU[³$�&ULWLTXH��3W��µ��https://critique-
ofcrisistheory.wordpress.com�PLFKDHO�KHLQULFKV�QHZ�UHDGLQJ�RI�PDU[�D�FULWLTXH�SW���.
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VKLIWLQJ�WKH�HPSKDVLV�RI�0DU[·V�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�
UDWH�RI�SURÀW� WR� IDOO�� DQG� WXUQHG� LW� LQWR� D� UDSLG�EUHDNGRZQ� WKHRU\�RI� FDSLWDOLVP�8 
According to Heinrich, any theory of breakdown ultimately led to political fatalism 
EHFDXVH�RI�LWV�H[FXVDWRU\�IXQFWLRQ�9 

In the area of politics, Eduard Bernstein, who refuses the breakdown tendency 
RI� FDSLWDOLVP�� DQG� DOVR� LGHQWLÀHV� WKH� FROODSVH� RI� FDSLWDOLVP� ZLWK� WKH� YLFWRU\� RI�
socialism, had claimed that socialists must abandon their goal of overthrowing 
capitalism for a reformist strategy dependent on elections. To legitimize his view 
KH�FLWHG�(QJHOV·V�´,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�0DU[·V�The Class Struggles in France” and later 
RQ�0DU[LVWV�VXFK�DV�.DUO�.DXWVN\��5DOSK�0LOOLEDQG��6DQWLDJR�&DUULOOR��DQG�0LFKDHO�
Harrington followed in his track.10 After the Stalinist degeneration in the USSR, 
Stalinists started to orient communist parties all around the world to reformist 
SROLFLHV�RQ�D�SHUVSHFWLYH� WKDW� LGHQWLÀHG� WKH�SURFHVV�RI� WKH�FROODSVH�RI�FDSLWDOLVP�
with the automatic march of socialist construction in a gradual process of evolution. 
,W�ZDV�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH�ZDV�LQVSLUHG�E\�(QJHOV��ZKR�GLVWRUWHG�0DU[LVP�
by schematizing history through a linear conception of progress with his rigid and 
PHFKDQLFDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�0DU[LVP�LQ�ZKLFK�D�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�UHYROXWLRQDU\�SUD[LV�
is absent.

$V� D� UHVXOW�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� DQWL�(QJHOVLDQ� WKLQNHUV�� (QJHOV� HOLPLQDWHG� 0DU[·V�
XQLTXH� YLVLRQ� RI� UHYROXWLRQDU\� SUD[LV� ZLWK� KLV� PHFKDQLFDO� PDWHULDOLVW� WKHRU\� RI�
philosophy, the economic theory of breakdown, and reformist political strategy. 
7KHUHIRUH��WKH�FODLP�WKDW��XQOLNH�0DU[��(QJHOV�GLG�QRW�LQFOXGH�UHYROXWLRQDU\�SUD[LV�
LQ� KLV� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� 0DU[LVP�� DSSHDUV� DV� WKH� FHQWUDO� WKHVLV� SXW� IRUZDUG� E\�
critics of Engels at the philosophical, economic, and political levels. In this article, 
we will respond to the criticisms which claimed that Engels denies revolutionary 
VXEMHFWLYLW\�LQ�KLV�WKHRU\��,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W��ZH�ZLOO�HODERUDWH�RQ�ZK\�(QJHOV��UDWKHU�
WKDQ�GHQ\LQJ� UHYROXWLRQDU\� VXEMHFWLYLW\��PRUH�ÀUPO\�JURXQGHG� LW� DW� WKH� OHYHOV�RI�
philosophy, political economy, and politics, which we believe, complement each 
other.

�� �(QJHOV��SKLORVRSK\�DQG�UHYROXWLRQDU\�VXEMHFWLYLW\�
,Q�WKLV�VHFWLRQ��ZH�ZLOO�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�SKLORVRSKLFDO�FULWLFLVPV�RI�(QJHOV�WKDW�DUH�

related to the assertion that he dismisses revolutionary subjectivity. We will try to 
PDNH�H[SOLFLW�ZKDW�LV�LPSOLFLW�LQ�(QJHOV¶V�WKRXJKW���:H�ZLOO�DUJXH�WKDW�DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�(QJHOV¶V�PDWHULDOLVW� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� GLDOHFWLFV�� WKHUH� LV� D� XQLW\� LQ� GLIIHUHQFH�

� Regina Roth, ´.DUO�0DU[·V�2ULJLQDO�0DQXVFULSWV�LQ�WKH�0DU[�(QJHOV�*HVDPWDXVJDEH��0(*$���
Another View on Capital”��LQ�5LFFDUGR�%HOORÀRUH�DQG�5REHUWR�)LQHVFKL��Re-reading Marx: New 
Perspectives After the Critical Edition, Palgrave Macmillan: New York, 2009, p.43-44.
� Michael Heinrich, An Introduction to the Three Volumes of Karl Marx’s Capital, translated by 
$OH[DQGHU�/RFDVFLR��0RQWKO\�5HYLHZ�3UHVV��1HZ�<RUN��������S������
�� Doug Enaa Greene, “Engels Against Reformism in Germany and France”, MR Online, 
28.11.2020, https://mronline.org/2020/12/04/119739/.
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between matter and thought. In this context also, we will demonstrate that the 
ODZV�RI�WKH�PDWHULDOLVW�GLDOHFWLF��DV�IRUPXODWHG�E\�(QJHOV��FDQ�PDQLIHVW�WKHPVHOYHV�
WKURXJK� VSHFLDO� ODZV� LQ� HYHU\� VWUDWXP��7KH�ZRUOG� KDV� DQ� RQWRORJLFDOO\� VWUDWL¿HG�
structure and that the form of relationship between different strata is asymmetric 
internal relations��In this framework, we will argue that while the lower strata are 
a necessary-internal component of the higher-order strata, the higher-order strata 
are contingently-externally related to the lower-order strata. Social life itself is 
reconstructed through a causality qualitatively different from that of nature and the 
higher-order strata create a mutual interaction between the strata by transforming 
the lower-order strata formwise with a dialectical reversal. Finally, in this section, 
UHJDUGLQJ�VXEMHFWLYLW\��ZH�ZLOO�DUJXH�WKDW�(QJHOV¶V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�IUHHGRP�LQ�WKH�
ethical sense aims to gain an autonomy through the formwise transformation of the 
laws with a dialectical reversal.

D��(QJHOV�DQG�0DU[¶V�PDWHULDOLVW�GLDOHFWLFV
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� (QJHOV�� SKLORVRSK\� SOD\V� WKH� UROH� RI� DQ� ³XQGHUODERUHU´� IRU� WKH�

sciences to sum up the most general results of the historical development of 
humanity. While the special sciences explain the universe from different vantage 
points, the remaining mission of philosophy is to lay down the laws of thinking as 
formal logic and dialectics.11�)RU�ERWK�0DU[�DQG�(QJHOV��SKLORVRSK\�LV�WKH�WKHRUHWLFDO�
knowledge of the most general laws of the evolution of being and thought that 
help us to arrange the historical-empirical data rationally to practically transform 
WKH�ZRUOG�� (QJHOV� TXDOL¿HV�0DU[¶V� RQWRORJLFDO� SRVLWLRQ� DV�PDWHULDOLVW� GLDOHFWLFV��
whereas commentators like Tom Rockmore opposed this view with the claim that 
Marx is an idealist “as referring to the idea that the subject in some sense produces 
its world and itself”,12 Shlomo Avineri13��DQG�.HYLQ�$QGHUVRQ14 contend that Marx 
was positioned ontologically through a synthesis of materialism and idealism. 
(QJHOV�KDQGOHV�WKH�EDVLF�SUREOHP�RI�SKLORVRSK\�DV�WKH�UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�EHLQJ�DQG�
thought.15�(QJHOV¶V�SRLQW�RI�GHSDUWXUH�KHUH�LV�WKH�FULWLTXH�RI�+HJHO¶V�WKHRU\�RI�WKH�
identity of being and thought. 

But the question of the relation of thinking and being has yet another side: in 
what relation do our thoughts about the world surrounding us stand to this world 
itself? Is our thinking capable of cognition of the real world? Are we able in our 
LGHDV�DQG�QRWLRQV�RI�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG�WR�SURGXFH�D�FRUUHFW�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�UHDOLW\"�,Q�

�� Friedrich Engels, Anti-Dühring, in Marx & Engels Collected Works Volume 25, Lawrence & 
Wishart, 2010, p. 26. 
�� Tom Rockmore, Marx After Marxism: The Philosophy of Karl Marx, Blackwell Publishers Ltd., 
2002, p. 70.  
�� Shlomo Avineri, The Social & Political Thought of Karl Marx, Cambridge University Press, 
1968, p. 69.
�� Anderson, ibid., p. 9.
�� Friedrich Engels, Ludwig Feuerbach and the End of Classical German Philosophy, in Marx & 
Engels Collected Works Volume 26, p. 365.
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the language of philosophy this question is called the question of the identity of 
thinking and being, and the overwhelming majority of philosophers answer it in 
WKH�DI¿UPDWLYH��,Q�+HJHO��IRU�H[DPSOH��LWV�DI¿UPDWLRQ�LV�VHOI�HYLGHQW��IRU�ZKDW�ZH�
cognise in the real world is precisely its thought content—that which makes the 
world a gradual realisation of the absolute idea, which absolute idea has existed 
somewhere from eternity, independent of the world and before the world. But it is 
manifest without further proof that thinking can cognise a content which is from 
the outset a thought content. It is equally manifest that what is to be proved here is 
already tacitly contained in the premise. But that in no way prevents from drawing 
the further conclusion from his proof of the identity of thinking and being that 
his philosophy, because it is correct for his thinking, is therefore the only correct 
one, and that the identity of thinking and being must prove its validity by mankind 
immediately translating his philosophy from theory into practice and transforming 
the whole world according to Hegelian principles. (…) According to him, nature, 
as a mere “alienation” of the idea, is incapable of evolution in time—capable only 
of extending its manifoldness in space, so that it displays simultaneously and side 
by side all the stages of evolution comprised in it, and is condemned to an eternal 
repetition of the same processes. This absurdity of evolution in space, but outside 
of time—the fundamental condition of all evolution—Hegel imposes upon nature 
just at the very time when geology, embryology, the physiology of plants and 
animals, and organic chemistry were taking shape, and when everywhere on the 
basis of these new sciences brilliant presentiments of the subsequent theory of 
evolution were appearing (for instance, Goethe and Lamarck). But the system 
demanded it; hence the method, for the sake of the system, had to become untrue 
to itself.16

(QJHOV� SURSRVHV� D� UHDOLVW� RQWRORJ\� LQ�ZKLFK� EHLQJ� H[LVWV� LQGHSHQGHQW� RI� RXU�
consciousness. Hegel argued that he sublated materialism and idealism, but this 
sublation is established on the plane of idealism. On the other hand, according to 
WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�GLDOHFWLFDO�PDWHULDOLVW�RQWRORJ\��DV�(QJHOV�HPSKDVL]HG��HYHQ�
though thought is a phenomenon that occurs in the process of evolution of matter, it 
is different from it, the relationship between the two is unity in difference.17 Hegel’s 
V\VWHP� �DV� D� MXVWL¿FDWRU\� FRQWHPSODWLYH� SKLORVRSK\�� LV� RI� D� F\FOLFDO� FKDUDFWHU�
eternally repeating itself, starting from thought and returning to thought through the 
PRPHQWV�RI�LGHD��QDWXUH�DQG�VSLULW��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��0DU[�DQG�(QJHOV¶V�PDWHULDOLVW�
appropriation of Hegel’s dialectical method (as a vehicle of practical transformation) 
is based on the (helezonically) improving conceptualization of practical activity, 
starting from the evolutionary process in nature through moments of society and 
thought. The more humanity’s knowledge coincides with material reality, the more 
we can transform it appropriate to our will. The more humanity can transform the 
material reality, the more our knowledge coincides with reality. Thus, although the 
world as it is and the world as we conceive it do not converge absolutely, they 
tend to converge more and more in the historically relative meaning.18�$V�(QJHOV�

�� Ibid., p. 367, 370, 371.
�� Sean Creaven, Emergentist Marxism: Dialectical Philosophy and Social Theory, Routledge: 
London and New York, 2007, p. 48.
���2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�IUHTXHQWO\�GLUHFWHG�FULWLFLVPV�WR�(QJHOV�LV�WKDW�WKH�WKHRU\�RI�UHÁHFWLRQ�GHIHQGHG�
E\�KLP�LV�LQFRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�0DU[·V�DSSURDFK��7KRVH�ZKR�SXW�IRUZDUG�WKLV�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�(QJHOV·V�
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indicated:

7KH�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKRXJKW�DQG�EHLQJ��WR�H[SUHVV�P\VHOI�LQ�+HJHOLDQ�IDVKLRQ��HYHU\�
ZKHUH�FRLQFLGHV�ZLWK�\RXU�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�FLUFOH�DQG�WKH�SRO\JRQ��2U�WKH�WZR�RI�
WKHP��WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�D�WKLQJ�DQG�LWV�UHDOLW\��UXQ�VLGH�E\�VLGH�OLNH�WZR�DV\PSWRWHV��
DOZD\V� DSSURDFKLQJ� HDFK�RWKHU�\HW� QHYHU�PHHWLQJ��7KLV�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ� WKH�
WZR� LV� WKH� YHU\� GLIIHUHQFH�ZKLFK� SUHYHQWV� WKH� FRQFHSW� IURP�EHLQJ� GLUHFWO\� DQG�
LPPHGLDWHO\�UHDOLW\�DQG�UHDOLW\�IURP�EHLQJ�LPPHGLDWHO\�LWV�RZQ�FRQFHSW��%XW�DO�
WKRXJK�D�FRQFHSW�KDV�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�QDWXUH�RI�D�FRQFHSW�DQG�FDQQRW�WKHUHIRUH�SULPD�
facie directly coincide with reality, from which it must first be abstracted, it is still 
VRPHWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�D�ILFWLRQ��XQOHVV�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�GHFODUH�DOO�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�
WKRXJKW�ILFWLRQV�EHFDXVH�UHDOLW\�KDV�WR�JR�D�ORQJ�ZD\�URXQG�EHIRUH�LW�FRUUHVSRQGV�
WR�WKHP��DQG�HYHQ�WKHQ�RQO\�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�WKHP�ZLWK�DV\PSWRWLF�DSSUR[LPDWLRQ���

$V�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VHFWLRQV��(QJHOV�KDQGOHG�WKH�GLDOHFWLFDO�LQWHUDFWLRQ�
between being and thought on a materialist level and defended materialism against 
an idealist-constructivist ontological conception. In the “Theses on Feuerbach”20 
ZKLFK�ZDV�UHDFKHG�WKDQNV�WR�(QJHOV��DQG�The German Ideology which is co-written 
by 0DU[�ZLWK�(QJHOV��0DU[�FOHDUO\�VKRZV�WKDW�KH�KDQGOHV�WKH�GLDOHFWLFDO�LQWHUDFWLRQ�
between being and thought on a realist and materialist plane. According to Marx’s 
point of view, humanity, who appears as a causal result of the evolution of matter, 
can humanize the world by transforming that causality through conscious and 
purposeful activity.  Here, Marx not only emphasizes that humanity is actively 
transforming and constructing the world but also claims that humanity is conditioned 
by that world.  

Humanity emerged as a product of biological evolution, dependent on the 
inorganic and organic conditions of life.  While humans change nature through labor 
depending on the technical level in a given period, they have to establish material 
relations with each other.  These material relations develop the social division of 
labor within the framework of new historical needs. As the social division of labor 
develops in the historical process and the social structure becomes more complex, 
people tend to become more conditioned by the objective-causal world they created. 
7KHUHIRUH��0DU[�DQG�(QJHOV�VFLHQWL¿FDOO\�VWXGLHG�QRW�RQO\�WKH�VXEMHFWLYH�GLDOHFWLFV�
of the subject in a voluntarist manner, but the natural and social objective factors 

UHÁHFWLRQ�WKHRU\�RI�NQRZOHGJH�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�FODLP�WKDW�WKH�VXEMHFW�SDVVLYHO\�UHFHLYHV�WKH�WUXWK��
E\SDVVLQJ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLYH�DFWLYLW\�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW�ZKLFK�LV�IRUHLJQ�WR�0DU[·V�RZQ�HSLVWHPRORJ\��+R-
ZHYHU��WKH�UHÁHFWLRQ�WKHRU\�DGYRFDWHG�E\�(QJHOV�LV�QRW�D�UHWXUQ�WR�/RFNHDQ�HPSLULFLVP�DV�DVVHUWHG��
(QJHOV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�KRZ�WKH�VXEMHFW�FDQ�DUUDQJH�FRPSOH[�HPSLULFDO�GDWD�DERXW�WKH�REMHFWLYH�ZRUOG�
within the framework of the unity of sensory and rational moments in the acquisition of knowledge. 
$V�(QJHOV�SRLQWHG�RXW��´0DU[�VXPPDULVHV�WKH�DFWXDO�FRQWHQW�FRPPRQ�WR�WKLQJV�DQG�UHODWLRQV�DQG�
UHGXFHV�LW�WR�LWV�JHQHUDO�ORJLFDO�H[SUHVVLRQ��+LV�DEVWUDFWLRQ�WKHUHIRUH�RQO\�UHÁHFWV��LQ�UDWLRQDO�IRUP��
WKH�FRQWHQW�DOUHDG\�H[LVWLQJ�LQ�WKH�WKLQJV�µ��6HH .DUO�0DU[�DQG�)UHGHULFN�(QJHOV��´(QJHOV�WR�.DUO�
Kautsky, September 20, 1884” in   Selected Correspondence, Progress Publishers: Moscow, 1975. 
KWWSV���ZZZ�PDU[LVWV�RUJ�DUFKLYH�PDU[�ZRUNV������OHWWHUV���B��B���KWP. 
�� F. Engels, “Engels to Conrad Schmidt, March 12, 1895”, ibid..
���.DUO�0DU[��´7KHVHV�2Q�)HXHUEDFKµ��LQ�Marx & Engels Collected Works Volume 5, p. 3-5.
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that condition and constrain the activity of the subject and the interplay between 
these factors and the activity of the subject. 

The thesis of unity in difference21, which is valid for the relationship between 
matter and thought as the main problem of philosophy, also implies that the 
different strata of being, form a unity with each other, but are relatively autonomous 
from each other. These strata emerged as a result of the evolution of matter and 
VRFLHW\� LQ�VXFFHVVLYH�VWDJHV�RI� WKH�KLVWRULFDO�SURFHVV�DQG�FRQVWLWXWH� WKH�VWUDWL¿HG��
GLIIHUHQWLDWHG��DQG�QRQ�UHGXFWLYH�RQWRORJ\�RI� WKH�SUHVHQW�ZRUOG�� �7KDW� LV��(QJHOV�
GRHV�QRW�WUHDW�HYHQWV�DV�DQ�LQ¿QLWH�VHULHV�RI�PHFKDQLFDO�FDXVHV��LQ�ZKDW�WKH�FULWLFDO�
UHDOLVW�DSSURDFK�GHVFULEHV�DV�ÀDW�RQWRORJ\��

Matter and thought interact through a series of mediations based on human 
activity, and within this framework, they form relatively autonomous and 
KLHUDUFKLFDOO\�UHODWHG�WRWDOLWLHV��(QJHOV¶V�RQWRORJ\��LQ�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�FULWLFDO�UHDOLVW�
theory, deals with the world through three structures: natural substructure, base 
(economic structure), and superstructure.22 The natural substructure consists of 
physical, chemical, and biological strata, the base (structure) consists of productive 
forces and production relations, and the superstructure consists of legal, political, 
and ideological strata.23�(DFK�VWUDWXP�HPHUJHV�IURP�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�VWUDWXP�DQG�LV�
the root of the stratum above it. In this depth-realist model, each stratum has its own 
unique generative mechanisms, as well as an interaction with the higher-order and 
lower-order in an open system. As Creaven states:

(QJHOV¶� GLDOHFWLFDO� FRQFHSWV� DUH� VXFFHVVIXO� LQ� KLVWRULFL]LQJ� VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ� DQG�
emergence. That is to say, they allow us to grasp the dynamics or processes through 
which higher-order levels of the material world develop out of lower-order levels, 
not as ‘radical contingencies’, but as integral aspects of a continually evolving 
totality of interrelated systems.24

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� (QJHOV�� WKH� ZRUOG� LV� D� KLHUDUFK\� RI� IRUPV� RI�PRWLRQ� LQ� ZKLFK�
the higher-order strata emerged historically from the lower-order strata and the 
ORZHU�RUGHU�VWUDWD�DUH�VWUXFWXUDOO\�VXEVXPHG�E\�WKH�KLJKHU�RUGHU�VWUDWD��$V�(QJHOV�

�� Engels formulated the general laws governing the difference in this unity as the law of the 
transformation of quantity into quality and vice versa, the law of the interpenetration of opposites 
and the law of the negation of the negation. As the evolution of matter progresses, the general laws 
LQ�TXHVWLRQ�PDQLIHVW�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�ODZV�VSHFLÀF�WR�WKH�QHZO\�HPHUJHG�VWUDWD��7KDW�LV�
WR�VD\��(QJHOV�QHYHU�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH�JHQHUDO�ODZV�RI�GLDOHFWLFV�H[SODLQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�XQLYHUVH��
7KHVH�ODZV�DUH�DEVWUDFWLRQV�WKDW�RQO\�JXLGH�XV�DV�ZH�H[DPLQH�RXU�FRQFUHWH�REMHFW�RI�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
through empirical generalizations allowed by the development of science. What is crucial is to 
EH�DEOH�WR�H[SODLQ�WKHRUHWLFDOO\�E\�ZKLFK�VSHFLDO�ODZV�WKHVH�JHQHUDO�ODZV�RSHUDWH�LQ�WKH�REMHFW�RI�
investigation.
�� Creaven, ibid., p. 161-162. 
���6HH�DOVR�$QGUHZ�&ROOLHU��´6WUDWLÀHG�([SODQDWLRQ�DQG�0DU[·V�&RQFHSWLRQ�RI�+LVWRU\µ��LQ�0DU-
garet Archer et.al., Critical Realism: Essential Readings, Routledge: London and New York, 1998, 
p. 262-270.
�� Creaven, ibid., p. 111.
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explained regarding the relation between the base and the superstructure, although 
there is a reciprocal determination between different strata, the rooted strata have 
greater effect on the emergent strata in an unequal way:

It is the interaction of two unequal forces: on one hand the economic movement, 
on the other the new political power, which strives for as much independence 
as possible, and which, having once been established, is also endowed with a 
movement of its own. On the whole, the economic movement gets its way, but it 
has also to suffer reactions from the political movement which it established and 
endowed with relative independence itself, from the movement of the state power 
on the one hand and of the opposition simultaneously engendered on the other…
What these gentlemen all lack is dialectic. They never see anything but here cause 
and there effect. That this is a hollow abstraction, that such metaphysical polar 
opposites only exist in the real world during crises, while the whole vast process 
proceeds in the form of interaction (though of very unequal forces, the economic 
movement being by far the strongest, most elemental and most decisive) and that 
here everything is relative and nothing is absolute – this they never begin to see.25

��,Q�WKLV�DUWLFOH��ZH�ZLOO�GHIHQG�WKDW�LQ�(QJHOV¶V�WKRXJKW��DOWKRXJK�LQ�DQ�LPSOLFLW�
IRUP�� WKH� VWUDWXP� DW� WKH� ORZHU� OHYHO� LQ� WKH�PHQWLRQHG� VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ� LV� FRQQHFWHG�
with the stratum above it, (which derives from it), through asymmetric internal 
relations. Asymmetric internal relations (or in other words, external-within-internal 
relations) are relations in which although one part of the relation is dependent on 
the other necessarily, the other part exists independently of the former, and its 
effects on the former are contingent.26  In other words, if two things are internally 
UHODWHG�� LW�PHDQV� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� LQKHUHQW� LQ� HDFK�RWKHU¶V� FRQFHSWXDO� GH¿QLWLRQV�� ,I�
two things are externally related, it means that they are not inherent in each other’s 
FRQFHSWXDO�GH¿QLWLRQV��,I�WKHUH�ZHUH�SXUHO\�LQWHUQDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�VWUDWD��LW�
would be impossible to identify the distinctive forms that different strata take and 
separate them from each other. It would also be impossible to interpret history in a 
non-teleological way. If there were purely external relationships between strata, it 
would be impossible to conceive the interaction between them and it would also be 
impossible to interpret history in a non-mechanical way. As Creaven states, there 
DUH�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�UHODWLRQVKLSV�LQ�0DU[¶V�DQG�(QJHOV¶V�RQWRORJ\�

1RW�RQO\�LQ�0DU[��EXW�DOVR�LPSOLFLW�LQ�(QJHOV��LV�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�LQWHUQDO�VWUXFWXUDO�
contradictions do not exhaust reality and are not the only mechanisms of 
WKRURXJKJRLQJ� FKDQJH�� WKRXJK� WKHVH� DUH� LGHQWL¿HG� DV� QHFHVVDU\� IRU� RUJDQLFDOO\�
generated self-development and transformation of systems, the key insight 
RI� 0DU[LDQ� GLDOHFWLF�� (QJHOV¶� 0DU[LVP�� IRU� LQVWDQFH�� LGHQWL¿HV� ORJLFDO�
contradictions (in the philosophy and politics of adversaries), and internal and 
external contradictions built into the structures of reality – i.e. between life and 
consciousness (external relations), between structure and superstructure and 
different elements of the superstructure (contingent or external-within-intrinsic 
relations), and between forces of production and relations of production and social 

�� F. Engels, “Engels to Conrad Schmidt, October 27, 1890”, ibid.
�� Andrew Sayer, “Abstraction: A Realist Interpretation”, in Critical Realism: Essential Readings, 
p. 127.
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classes (internal and transformative relations) – all of which have explanatory 
VLJQL¿FDQFH��7KH� IDFW� WKDW� WKHVH�DUH� LPSOLFLW� UDWKHU� WKDQ�H[SOLFLW�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�
that they are absent. I would say that a ‘materialist diffraction of dialectic’ is to be 
found in the work of all the major thinkers of classical Marxism.27

For instance, although nature is a necessary condition of society, society is not 
a necessary condition of nature which means that the effect of society on nature 
is contingent. This means that the natural strata are an internal part of the social 
strata, while the social strata are externally related to the natural strata. As Ruben 
contends:

This, then, provides us with our dialectic of ‘unequals’, for we have now found 
our importantly or relevantly asymmetric relation. The existence and essential 
structural properties of nature, or of naturally occurring things, are independent of 
praxis, even if the other forms they can be given are not so independent, and this 
praxis-independence is asymmetric, since neither the existence of praxis nor any of 
its properties is independent of nature. There could be no praxis without a material 
world in which it existed. Praxis affects nature and nature affects praxis, and thus 
our view is dialectical. But praxis does not affect nature in just the symmetrically 
same way, in just the same connection, in which nature affects it. Our dialectic 
permits asymmetries, and because essential independence is on one side only, one 
can see the point of saying that it is nature which is in some way primary or basic. 
7KHUH� LV� DQ�DV\PPHWU\��(YHQ�XQGHU� IXOO� FRPPXQLVP��ZKHUH�PDQ¶V�SRZHU�RYHU�
nature has reached its fullest extent, a realm of necessity remains. Nature remains 
to limit and condition the praxis of man. Praxis and nature constitute a dialectic 
of ‘unequals’. Man depends for his existence on nature, but the favour cannot be 
reciprocated.28

As Lucien Sève claims, the laws of the lower-order strata can be formwise 
changed by the higher-order strata, which means that although the higher strata’s 
laws are dependent on the lower one, they also can change the form those laws 
manifest themselves as a formwise possibility. This means there is a reciprocal 
relation between vertically positioned strata in which a dialectical reversal can 
occur, “in which the general determination of the superior by the inferior has to 
accommodate itself to a particular determination of the inferior by the superior.”29 

&RQVHTXHQWO\��FRQWUDU\�WR�FULWLFLVPV��(QJHOV�LQ�QR�ZD\�LGHQWLÀHG�WKH�VXEMHFWLYH�

�� Creaven, ibid., p. 56.
�� David Hillel Ruben, Marxism and Materialism: A Study in the Marxist Theory of Knowledge, 
7KH�+DUYHVWHU�3UHVV�/LPLWHG��6XVVH[��������S����������
�� Lucien Sève, “Dialectics of Emergence”, in Bertell Ollman and Tony Smith, Dialectics for the 
New Century, Palgrave Macmillan, 2008, p.89. As SèYH�IXUWKHU�H[SODLQV��´)RU��DV�0DU[�SRLQWHG�
out, if the laws of nature cannot be abolished, the form under which they manifest themselves can 
FKDQJH��(YHU\�ODZ�H[SUHVVHV�D�FHUWDLQ�QHFHVVLW\��EXW�LW�LV�D�XQLYHUVDO�QHFHVVLW\�WKDW�GRHVQ·W�SUHVFULEH�
by what singular processes and under what unique conditions it will be realized. In other words, 
the law only circumscribes a range of both formal possibilities and real impossibilities. This is why 
a given level of organization of matter, while respecting the laws of the lower level(s) on which 
it rests, will nonetheless superimpose its own logic on the lower level (s) and select what actually 
takes place out of the formal possibilities that are available.”
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dialectic of society with the objective dialectics of nature.30  Likewise, society forms 
a unity in difference with nature. The effect of the base of society on the substructure 
as nature can be possible by transforming the laws that nature is subject to in the 
formwise meaning. However, the special social laws that can change the formwise 
operation of the laws of nature, operate not by blind necessity, but by conscious 
choices. The necessity that determines social life arises from the contradiction 
between desired aims of individuals and its unconscious results in the history of 
society.

In one point, however, the history of the development of society turns out to be 
essentially different from that of nature. In nature—in so far as we ignore man’s 
reverse action upon nature—there are only blind, unconscious agencies acting upon 
one another, out of whose interplay the general law comes into operation... But this 
distinction, important as it is for historical investigation, particularly of individual 
epochs and events, cannot alter the fact that the course of history is governed 
by innate general laws. For here, too, on the whole, in spite of the consciously 
desired aims of all individuals, accident apparently reigns on the surface. What is 
desired happens but rarely; in the majority of instances the numerous desired ends 
FURVV�DQG�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU��RU�WKHVH�HQGV�WKHPVHOYHV�DUH�IURP�WKH�RXWVHW�
LPSUDFWLFDEOH�RU�WKH�PHDQV�RI�DWWDLQLQJ�WKHP�DUH�LQVXI¿FLHQW��7KXV�WKH�FRQÀLFWV�
of innumerable individual wills and individual actions in the domain of history 
lead to a state of affairs quite similar to that prevailing in the realm of unconscious 
nature. The ends of the actions are desired, but the results which actually follow 
from these actions are not desired; or when they do seem to correspond to the 
desired end, they ultimately have consequences quite other than those desired...
Men make their own history, whatever its outcome may be, in that each person 
follows his own consciously desired end, and it is precisely the result of these 
many wills operating in different directions and of their manifold effects upon the 
world outside... that constitutes history. Thus it is also a question of what the many 
individuals desire... we have seen that the many individual wills active in history 
for the most part produce results quite other than those desired—often quite the 
opposite; that their motives, therefore, in relation to the total result are likewise of 
only secondary importance.31 

Capitalism moves through the externalities as side-products that individuals 
cause for each other.  The development of technology and the socialization of 
production set an example for positive externality and crises for negative externality. 

�� Engels’s work, Dialectics of Nature offers the opportunity to grasp the interaction with the 
substructure as the nature, on which the social strata rises, from the perspective of the practical 
DFWLYLW\���,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��WKH�HFRORJLFDO�FULVLV�ZH�DUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�FRQÀUPV�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�VXFK�DQ�
understanding. With his study of the Dialectics of Nature, Engels did not establish a contemplative 
philosophy in which he regarded the social as identical with the natural.  On the contrary, he built 
a practical philosophy that treats the natural as a necessary element of the social activity to guide 
subjectivity. See also: John Bellamy Foster, “Engels’s Dialectics of Nature in the Anthropocene” 
Monthly Review, 01.11.2020, https://monthlyreview.org/2020/11/01/engelss-dialectics-of-nature-
in-the%20anthropocene/. 
�� Friedrich Engels, Ludwig Feuerbach and the End of Classical German Philosophy, in Marx & 
Engels Collected Works Volume 26, p. 387.
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But as long as these results are provided with conscious activities, unlike natural 
laws they can be transformed under suitable conditions with revolutionary praxis.

E���(QJHOV¶V�HWKLFDO�YLVLRQ�RI�IUHHGRP
$QRWKHU�FULWLFLVP�GLUHFWHG�DW�(QJHOV�LV�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�OHDYH�URRP�IRU�IUHHGRP�LQ�

KLV�SKLORVRSK\�LQ�HWKLFDO�WHUPV��$V�ZH�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��(QJHOV�GRHV�QRW�H[FOXGH�
subjectivity, only emphasizes the unity of subjectivity with the objective ground in 
ZKLFK�LW�H[SUHVVHV�LWVHOI��$V�(QJHOV�GH¿QHV�IUHHGRP�LQ�KLV�H[SUHVVLRQV�EHORZ�

Freedom of the will therefore means nothing but the capacity to make decisions 
with knowledge of the subject. Therefore the freer a man’s judgment is in relation 
WR�D�GH¿QLWH�TXHVWLRQ��WKH�JUHDWHU�LV�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKLV�
judgment will be determined; while the uncertainty, founded on ignorance, which 
VHHPV�WR�PDNH�DQ�DUELWUDU\�FKRLFH�DPRQJ�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�FRQÀLFWLQJ�SRVVLEOH�
decisions, shows precisely by this that it is not free, that it is controlled by the 
very object it should itself control. Freedom therefore consists in the control over 
ourselves and over external nature, a control founded on knowledge of natural 
necessity; it is therefore necessarily a product of historical development... The 
laws of his own social action, hitherto standing face to face with man as laws of 
nature foreign to, and dominating him, will then be used with full understanding, 
and so mastered by him.32

Man’s own social organisation, hitherto confronting him as a necessity imposed by 
nature and history, now becomes the result of his own free action. The extraneous 
objective forces that have hitherto governed history pass under the control of man 
himself. 
Only from that time will man himself, with full consciousness, make his own 
history—only from that time will the social causes set in movement by him have, 
in the main and in a constantly growing measure, the results intended by him. It is 
the humanity’s leap from the kingdom of necessity to the kingdom of freedom.33

,Q�WKLV�IUDPHZRUN��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�(QJHOV�� WKH�HWKLFDO�JRDO�RI�VXEMHFWLYH�DFWLYLW\�
is to control the natural and the social laws that limit the subjective activity itself. 
(QJHOV�DVVHUWV�WKDW�IUHHGRP�LV�D�KLVWRULFDO�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�RI�KXPDQLW\�WKDW�VKRZV�
the level of mastery over our inner and outer nature.34�%HKLQG�(QJHOV¶V�DELOLW\�WR�
formulate this argument in such a simple way is the original understanding of the 
historical humanism that Marx put forward in his early works, in which Marx 
proposes an anthropological notion of freedom depending on the realization of one’s 
potentialities.35 This understanding expresses that the self-realization of humanity 
can only be possible by gaining autonomy and that the only way to gain autonomy 

�� Friedrich Engels, $QWL�'�KULQJ��LQ�0DU[�	�(QJHOV�&ROOHFWHG�:RUNV�9ROXPH���, p.105-106.
�� Ibid. p. 270.
�� James Rourke, The Problem of Freedom in Marxist Thought: An Analysis of the Treatment of 
Human Freedom by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Contemporary Soviet Philosophy, D. Reidel Publis-
hing Company: Dordrecht and Boston, 1974, p. 51.
�� Rourke, ibid., p. 53-54.
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is to overcome the alienated relationships in which man is trapped in his historical 
relations with nature and himself. As O’Rourke puts in summarized form, contrary 
WR�EHLQJ�LQ�D�GLFKRWRP\�ZLWK�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ��(QJHOV¶V�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�IUHHGRP�ZDV�
closely linked with it:

%\�ZD\�RI�VXPPDU\��ZH�PLJKW�VXPPDUL]H�(QJHOV¶�SRVLWLRQ�DV�IROORZV������IUHHGRP�
as a historical category means the actual control over nature that man has won; 
this is accumulated in the form of machines, production methods, technological 
advances, etc.; (2) freedom as a characteristic of individual human activity 
describes a chain of action, beginning with (a) the comprehension of the laws of 
nature, passing to (b) the formation of some practical judgment on the basis of 
this knowledge, and issuing in (c) an act in which this judgment is realized in the 
practical order. The results of this act thus become an addition to freedom in the 
¿UVW�VHQVH�36 

7KRVH�ZKR�LJQRUHG�WKH�HWKLFDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�(QJHOV¶V�WKRXJKW�GHFODUHG�KLP�DV�
D�GHIHQGHU�RI�ULJLG�HFRQRPLF�GHWHUPLQLVP��+RZHYHU��(QJHOV�SRLQWV�RXW�WKH�RSSRVLWH�

According to the materialistic conception of history, the production and reproduction 
of real life constitutes in the last instance the determining factor of history. 
1HLWKHU�0DU[�QRU�,�HYHU�PDLQWDLQHG�PRUH��1RZ�ZKHQ�VRPHRQH�FRPHV�DORQJ�DQG�
distorts this to mean that the economic factor is the sole determining factor, he is 
converting the former proposition into a meaningless, abstract and absurd phrase. 
The economic situation is the basis but the various factors of the superstructure 
– the political forms of the class struggles and its results – constitutions, etc., 
established by victorious classes after hard-won battles – legal forms, and even the 
UHÁH[HV�RI�DOO�WKHVH�UHDO�VWUXJJOHV�LQ�WKH�EUDLQ�RI�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV��SROLWLFDO��MXUDO��
philosophical theories, religious conceptions and their further development into 
V\VWHPDWLF�GRJPDV�²�DOO�WKHVH�H[HUFL]H�DQ�LQÁXHQFH�XSRQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�KLVWRULFDO�
struggles, and in many cases determine for the most part their form. There is a 
UHFLSURFLW\�EHWZHHQ�DOO�WKHVH�IDFWRUV�LQ�ZKLFK��ÀQDOO\��WKURXJK�WKH�HQGOHVV�DUUD\�RI�
contingencies (i.e., of things and events whose inner connection with one another 
is so remote, or so incapable of proof, that we may neglect it, regarding it as 
QRQH[LVWHQW��WKH�HFRQRPLF�PRYHPHQW�DVVHUWV�LWVHOI�DV�QHFHVVDU\�37

7KXV�ZH�VHH�WKDW�(QJHOV�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�DQ�HFRQRPLFDOO\�GHWHUPLQLVWLF�DSSURDFK�
DV�FODLPHG�E\�WKH�FULWLFV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�(QJHOV��ZKLOH�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�
movement gives the economic base, it is the superstructure that determines how this 
content will be formwise shaped. Just as the base is the area in which objectivity 
manifests itself, the superstructure appears as the area where subjectivity manifests 
LWVHOI��$V�(QJHOV�ZURWH�

Political, juridical, philosophical, religious, literary, artistic, etc., development is 
based on economic development. But all these react upon one another and also 
upon the economic base. It is not that the economic position is the cause and alone 

�� Rourke, ibid., p. 58.
�� Friedrich Engels, “Engels to J. Bloch, In Berlin, September 21, 1890 ”, translated by Sidney 
Hook, New International, Vol.1 No.3, September-October 1934, p.81-85, KWWSV���ZZZ�PDU[LVWV�
RUJ�DUFKLYH�PDU[�ZRUNV������OHWWHUV���B��B��D�KWP. 
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active, while everything else only has a passive effect. There is, rather, interaction 
on the basis of the economic necessity, which ultimately always asserts itself.38

In other words, the objective dynamics of history are realized not automatically 
but through praxis. People can formwise transform via a dialectical reversal 
the conditions that give the content of their praxis. So, freedom is the ability of 
humanity to formwise transform the laws that are subject to the objective dynamics 
that condition it. 

$V�6HDQ�&UHDYHQ�H[SODLQV��FULWLFLVP�RI�(QJHOV�KDV�WZR�GLPHQVLRQV��7KH�¿UVW�RI�
WKHVH�LV�(QJHOV¶V�FODLP�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�DQ�H[WHUQDO�FDXVDOLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�EDVH�DQG�WKH�
superstructure (although the two are interpenetrated and presuppose each other), 
while the second is the claim that economics unilaterally determines socio-historical 
FRQVHTXHQFHV��&UHDYHQ�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�ERWK�FULWLFLVPV�DUH�LQYDOLG��(QJHOV�VWDWHV�WKDW�
being and thought come into contact with each other through a hierarchical order of 
social emergent structures. In this framework, matter and thought are intertwined to 
GLIIHUHQW�GHJUHHV�LQ�WKH�VRFLDO�VWUDWD�LQ�(QJHOV¶V�RQWRORJ\��0RUHRYHU��ERWK�VWUXFWXUHV�
and different strata are in relation to each other. However, this relationship consists 
of what Creaven calls “a reciprocal but unequal relationship”. In other words, 
socio-historical results are formed in the context of a plurality of socio-cultural 
PHFKDQLVPV�RYHU�D�KRUL]RQWDOO\�VWUXFWXUHG�GLDOHFWLF�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�SUD[LV��(QJHOV�
thus avoided economic determinism and did not fall into the trap of pluralism.39

&RQVHTXHQWO\�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� (QJHOV�� EDVH� DQG� VXSHUVWUXFWXUH� DUH� GHSHQGHQW�
on each other.  Just as the base conditions and limits the superstructure, the 
superstructure either reproduce the base or transform it within their means.  Unlike 
the natural reality, the social reality is person-dependent and subject to conscious 
transformative practice.  Within the transformative practice, the laws of motion 
RI�WKH�FDSLWDOLVW�HFRQRP\�FDQ�EH�PRGL¿HG�LQ�D�IRUP�WKURXJK�D�GLDOHFWLFDO�UHYHUVDO�
within the political activity as a superstructural factor.

��(QJHOV��0DU[¶V� FULWLTXH� RI� SROLWLFDO� HFRQRP\�� SROLWLFV�� DQG�
UHYROXWLRQDU\�VXEMHFWLYLW\

,Q� WKLV� VHFWLRQ��ZH�ZLOO� HODERUDWH� WKH� FULWLFV¶� SRLQW� RI� YLHZ� WRZDUG�(QJHOV� LQ�
WKH�VFRSH�RI�SROLWLFDO�HFRQRP\�DQG�SROLWLFV� WKDW�DUH� UHODWHG� WR�(QJHOV¶V�VR�FDOOHG�
QHJDWLRQ�RI�UHYROXWLRQDU\�VXEMHFWLYLW\��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�SDUW��WKH�IRFXV�ZLOO�EH�RQ�WKH�SRLQW�
WKDW�ZKLOH�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO�OD\V�WKH�JURXQGZRUN�IRU�
socialism through developing technology and socializing production, on the other 

�� Friedrich Engels, “Engels to Borgius, January 25, 1894”, translated by Donna Torr, Marx and 
Engels Correspondence, International Publishers, 1968,  KWWSV���ZZZ�PDU[LVWV�RUJ�DUFKLYH�PDU[�
ZRUNV������OHWWHUV���B��B���KWP.
�� Sean Creaven, Marxism and Realism: A Materialistic Application of Realism in the Social Sci-
ences, Routledge: London and New York, 2000, p. 65-66.
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hand, it lays the groundwork for barbarism based on the destruction of productive 
forces and the mutual destruction of both classes during economic crises. We will 
also assert that this tendency, with its interaction with countervailing tendencies, 
is the cause behind the capitalist cycles and while downward swings of capitalist 
cycles are subject to an internal-endogenous causality in the law of value, upward 
swings occur due to a causality external-exogenous to the law of value. While the 
WHQGHQF\�RI�SUR¿W�UDWHV�WR�IDOO�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�HQGRJHQRXV�FDXVDWLRQ��FRXQWHUYDLOLQJ�
tendencies are subject to an exogenous causation and dependent on a causality 
often mediated through the superstructure of the society. In this context, the next 
point we will argue is that the revolutionary subjectivity of the proletariat is based 
on its formwise political transformation of the laws of the economy through a 
dialectical reversal.  Finally, we will establish the differences in the approach of 
(QJHOV¶V�0DU[LVP��ZKLFK�UHODWHV�VXEMHFWLYLW\�DQG�REMHFWLYLW\�GLDOHFWLFDOO\��IURP�WKH�
mechanical materialist approaches of reformism and Stalinism.

D��(QJHOV�DQG�WKH�GLDOHFWLFV�RI�REMHFWLYLW\�DQG�VXEMHFWLYLW\�LQ�0DU[¶V�
&DSLWDO 

As Christian Fuchs indicates, various representatives of the school of “The New 
5HDGLQJ�RI�0DU[´�FODLP�LQ�DQ�XQIDLU�DWWLWXGH�WKDW�(QJHOV�LQWHUSUHWHG�0DU[¶V�FULWLTXH�
of political economy mechanically:

$XWKRUV�VXFK�DV�%DFNKDXV��������DUJXH�WKDW�(QJHOV�LQ�KLV�SUHIDFH�WR�DQG�PDWHULDOV�
accompanying the third volume of Capital argues incorrectly that Marx in the … 
value form analysis describe a historical development from simple commodity 
production to capitalism (for this discussion, see also Hecker 2018, 189-206). 
,Q�UHDOLW\��0DU[�ZRXOG�KDYH�SURYLGHG�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�ORJLF�RI�FDSLWDO��(QJHOV¶�
misunderstanding would have grounded an evolutionary and mechanistic 
interpretation of Marx typical for Soviet Marxism, in which the identity of the 
historical and the logical moment of capital(ism) implies that the crisis-ridden 
nature of capitalism that is part of its antagonistic logic results in its natural law-
like historical breakdown and the rise of communism. Marx certainly provides 
an analysis of capital(ism)’s dialectical logic, but he sees capital as historical 
system whose development is shaped by praxis, many historical examples form 
SDUW� RI� WKH� DQDO\VLV� �VHH� DOVR� +DXJ� ������� (QJHOV¶V� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� LQ� SUHIDFHV�
and accompanying materials do not imply that he is the inventor of Stalinist and 
revisionist evolutionism.40

0DU[� DQG� (QJHOV� VKRZHG� LQ� Capital, the overlap between the historical 
development of commodity, money, and capital as social forms and their logical 
order in capitalism within the framework of the historical-logical method. As 
(QJHOV�H[SODLQHG�

�� Christian Fuchs, “Engels@200: Friedrich Engels in The Age of Digital Capitalism. Introducti-
on”, p.8, in TripleC: Communication, Capitalism & Critique, Vol: 19, No: 1, 27.11.2020, https://
ZZZ�WULSOH�F�DW�LQGH[�SKS�WULSOH&�DUWLFOH�YLHZ�����.
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(YHQ�DIWHU�WKH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PHWKRG��WKH�FULWLTXH�RI�HFRQRPLFV�FRXOG�VWLOO�
EH�DUUDQJHG�LQ�WZR�ZD\V�ǿ�KLVWRULFDOO\�RU�ORJLFDOO\��6LQFH�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�KLVWRU\��
DV�LQ�LWV�OLWHUDU\�UHIOHFWLRQ��WKH�HYROXWLRQ�SURFHHGV�E\�DQG�ODUJH�IURP�WKH�VLPSOHVW�
WR� WKH�PRUH�FRPSOH[�UHODWLRQV�� WKH�KLVWRULFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�SROLWLFDO�HFRQRP\�
FRQVWLWXWHG�D�QDWXUDO�FOXH��ZKLFK�WKH�FULWLTXH�FRXOG�WDNH�DV�D�SRLQW�RI�GHSDUWXUH��
DQG�WKHQ�WKH�HFRQRPLF�FDWHJRULHV�ZRXOG�DSSHDU�RQ�WKH�ZKROH�LQ�WKH�VDPH�RUGHU�
DV� LQ� WKH� ORJLFDO� H[SRVLWLRQ��7KLV� IRUP� VHHPV� WR� KDYH� WKH� DGYDQWDJH�RI� JUHDWHU�
OXFLGLW\�� IRU� LW� WUDFHV� WKH�DFWXDO�GHYHORSPHQW��EXW� LQ� IDFW� LW�ZRXOG� WKXV�EHFRPH��
DW�PRVW��PRUH�SRSXODU��+LVWRU\�PRYHV�RIWHQ�LQ�OHDSV�DQG�ERXQGV�DQG�LQ�D�]LJ]DJ�
OLQH��DQG�DV�WKLV�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�EH�IROORZHG�WKURXJKRXW��LW�ZRXOG�PHDQ�QRW�RQO\�
WKDW�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�DPRXQW�RI�PDWHULDO�RI�VOLJKW�LPSRUWDQFH�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�EH�LQ�
FOXGHG��EXW�DOVR�WKDW�WKH�WUDLQ�RI�WKRXJKW�ZRXOG�IUHTXHQWO\�KDYH�WR�EH�LQWHUUXSWHG��
LW�ZRXOG��PRUHRYHU��EH�LPSRVVLEOH� WR�ZULWH� WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�HFRQRP\�ZLWKRXW� WKDW�
RI�ERXUJHRLV�VRFLHW\��DQG� WKH� WDVN�ZRXOG� WKXV�EHFRPH�LPPHQVH��EHFDXVH�RI� WKH�
DEVHQFH�RI�DOO�SUHOLPLQDU\�VWXGLHV��7KH�ORJLFDO�PHWKRG�RI�DSSURDFK�ZDV�WKHUHIRUH�
WKH�RQO\�VXLWDEOH�RQH��7KLV��KRZHYHU��LV�LQGHHG�QRWKLQJ�EXW�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�PHWKRG��
RQO\�VWULSSHG�RI�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�IRUP�DQG�GLYHUWLQJ�FKDQFH�RFFXUUHQFHV��7KH�SRLQW�
ZKHUH�WKLV�KLVWRU\�EHJLQV�PXVW�DOVR�EH�WKH�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�RI�WKH�WUDLQ�RI�WKRXJKW��
DQG�LWV�IXUWKHU�SURJUHVV�ZLOO�EH�VLPSO\�WKH�UHIOHFWLRQ��LQ�DEVWUDFW�DQG�WKHRUHWLFDOO\�
FRQVLVWHQW�IRUP��RI�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�FRXUVH��7KRXJK�WKH�UHIOHFWLRQ�LV�FRUUHFWHG��LW�LV�
FRUUHFWHG�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�ODZV�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�DFWXDO�KLVWRULFDO�FRXUVH��VLQFH�
HDFK�IDFWRU�FDQ�EH�H[DPLQHG�DW�WKH�VWDJH�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�ZKHUH�LW�UHDFKHV�LWV�IXOO�
maturity, its classical form.��

As Zelený contends:

It is one of the characteristics of Marxian analysis that theoretical work constantly 
WRXFKHV�RQ�WKH�IDFWV�RI�KLVWRULFDO�UHDOLW\��7KDW�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SRLQW��7KH�FRQWLQX�
RXV�RVFLOODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DEVWUDFW�GLDOHFWLFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�FRQFUHWH�KLVWRULFDO�
UHDOLW\�SHUYDGHV�WKH�ZKROH�RI�0DU[ȃV�Capital. $W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�LW�PXVW�EH�HPSKD�
VL]HG�WKDW�WKH�0DU[LDQ�DQDO\VLV�GHWDFKHV�LWVHOI�FRQWLQXDOO\�IURP�WKH�VHTXHQFH�DQG�
VXSHUILFLDOLWLHV�RI�KLVWRULFDO�UHDOLW\�DQG�H[SUHVVHV�LQ�LGHDV�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�UHODWLRQV�
RI�WKDW�UHDOLW\��2QO\�WKXV�FRXOG�0DU[�JUDVS�KLVWRULFDO�DFWXDOLW\��RQO\�E\�IRUPLQJ�KLV�
VFLHQWLILF�DFFRXQW�DV�WKH�LQQHU�DUUDQJHPHQW��VRPHZKDW�LGHDOL]HG�DQG�W\SLILHG��RI�
WKH�KLVWRULFDO�DFWXDOLW\�RI�FDSLWDOLVW�UHODWLRQV��7KLV�ȂGHWDFKLQJȃ�LV�QRW�DFFRPSOLVKHG�
LQ�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�GLVWDQFH�IURP�KLVWRULFDO�UHDOLW\��DQG�LW�LV�QR�LGHDOLVW�IOLJKW�IURP�
UHDOLW\��5DWKHU�LW�DULVHV�LQ�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�DSSURDFKLQJ�UHDOLW\Ȍ:LWKRXW�WKDW�ȂLGHDOȃ�
SURFHGXUH��LQ�PHUHO\�VWLFNLQJ�WR�UHDO�KLVWRU\��LW�ZRXOG�EH�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�
FKDUDFWHU�DQG�HVVHQFH�RI�FDSLWDOLVP�ȇ�� 

The forms of commodity, money, and capital are internally asymmetric 
related forms in which the relations of production manifest themselves, and their 
development did not follow a mechanical course. On the contrary, they were formed 
as a result of the mutual interaction of endogenous and exogenous factors. For 
example, capital attained its logically highest state in terms of form in capitalism 

���)UHGHULFN�(QJHOV��´.DUO�0DU[��&ULWLTXH�RI�3ROLWLFDO�(FRQRP\µ��5HYLHZ�RI�.DUO�0DU[��A Contri-
bution to the Critique of Political Economy” Das Volk, No’s. 14 & 16, August 6 & 20, 1859, https://
ZZZ�PDU[LVWV�RUJ�DUFKLYH�PDU[�ZRUNV������FULWLTXH�SRO�HFRQRP\�DSS[��KWP.
�� Jindęich Zelený, The Logic of Marx,�WUDQVODWHG�E\�7HUUHOO�&DUYHU��%DVLO�%ODFNZHOO��2[IRUG��������
p. 36.



���

Revolutionary Marxism 2021

at the end of the superstructure-mediated process of primitive accumulation. That 
LV�� WKH� ORJLFDO�KLHUDUFK\�RU�VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ�RI� WKH�FDSLWDOLVW�PRGH�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�KDV�
historically been formed as a result of a process in which contingencies, as well as 
necessities, play a role, and the superstructure, as well as the economic base, are 
involved. Moreover, while the evolution from the commodity to capital is a process 
in which previous forms are sublated, communism points beyond this progress as a 
process in which these forms are transformed and eliminated. Subsequently, just as 
the communist mode of production cannot arise in a teleological way from the form 
of capital, the form of capital did not emerge in a teleological way and internally 
from the form of money, nor the form of money from the commodity, although the 
form of money presupposes the commodity, the form of capital presupposes both 
money and commodity forms.

As a representative of the German school of the “New Reading of Marx”, 
0LFKDHO�+HLQULFK�GHYHORSHG�D�FULWLFLVP�RI�(QJHOV¶V�HGLWRULDO�SURFHVV�LQ�9ROXPH���
of Capital��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�+HLQULFK��WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�
IDOO�ZDV�DPELJXRXV�� LPSURYDEOH��DQG�(QJHOV�VHULRXVO\�GLVWRUWHG�0DU[¶V�YLHZV�RI�
the law. Besides, Marx became sceptical that the law was the cause of the crises, 
and he abandoned it for a new theory to address the problems of credit, the interest 
rate, and the realization.43�%XW�WKH�¿QDO�SRLQW�RI�WKLV�FULWLFLVP�LV�WKDW�(QJHOV¶V�WKHRU\�
of crisis is a mechanical theory of the breakdown of capitalism that depends on an 
LOOHJLWLPDWH�LQIHUHQFH�DERXW�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO��$V�

���0LFKDHO�5REHUWV��´0LFKDHO�+HLQULFK��0DU[·V�/DZ�DQG�&ULVLV�7KHRU\µ��KWWSV���WKHQH[WUHFHVVLRQ�
ZRUGSUHVV�FRP������������PLFKDHO�KHLQULFK�PDU[V�ODZ�DQG�FULVLV�WKHRU\�. According to Roberts, 
Heinrich claims that a systematic treatment of crisis theory cannot follow immediately from the 
´ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SURÀW�WR�IDOOµ�EHIRUH�WKH�FDWHJRULHV�RI�LQWHUHVW�EHDULQJ�FDSLWDO��
credit and realization problem have been developed. According to Heinrich, the theoretical position 
IRU�FULVLV�WKHRU\�VXJJHVWHG�E\�(QJHOV·V�HGLWRUVKLS�LV�GHÀQLWHO\�ZURQJ��DOWKRXJK�LW�KDV�EHHQ�H[WUH-
PHO\� LQÁXHQWLDO��0LFKDHO�+HLQULFK�� ´&ULVLV�7KHRU\�� WKH�/DZ�RI� WKH�7HQGHQF\�RI� WKH�3URÀW�5DWH�
WR�)DOO��DQG�0DU[·V�6WXGLHV�LQ�WKH�����Vµ��LQ�Monthly Review,01.04.2013, https://monthlyreview.
RUJ������������FULVLV�WKHRU\�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�SURÀW�UDWH�WR�IDOO�DQG�PDU[V�VWXGLHV�
in-the-1870s/�$V�.OLPDQ�DQG�KLV�IULHQGV�HPSKDVL]H��LI�0DU[�ZDV�VWLOO�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�UHVHDUFK�
DQG�WKHRU\�EXLOGLQJ�SURFHVV�WKDW�VKRXOG�SUHFHGH�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DV�+HLQULFK�FODLPV��0DU[�ZRXOG�
QRW�KDYH�XVHG�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�´LQ�WKHLU�HQWLUHW\µ�KH�XVHG�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�ZRUN�LQ�KLV�OHWWHU��EHFDXVH�
0DU[�ZRXOG�QRW�SXEOLVK�WKH�ÀUVW�YROXPH�RI�Capital�XQWLO�LWV�HQWLUHW\�ZDV�ÀQLVKHG��$V�.OLPDQ�DQG�
KLV�FR�DXWKRUV�SRLQW�RXW��ZKLOH�(QJHOV�LV�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�FRPELQLQJ�0DU[·V�QRWHV�ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�
effective presentation strategy possible to reveal the theory of crisis, Heinrich is concerned about 
LJQRULQJ�WKHVH�QRWHV�WR�XQPDNH�LW���6HH�$QGUHZ�.OLPDQ�HW�DO���´7KH�8QPDNLQJ�RI�0DU[·V Capital: 
+HLQULFK·V�$WWHPSW�WR�(OLPLQDWH�0DU[·V�&ULVLV�7KHRU\µ��������������https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.
GH���������035$BSDSHUB������SGI.) Also, as Roberts points out, Jerrold Seigel claimed that En-
JHOV�SRLQWHG�WR�WKH�GHFOLQLQJ�WUHQG�RI�SURÀW�UDWHV�DV�D�ZHDNHU�WUHQG�WKDQ�0DU[�HPSKDVL]HG�LQ�KLV�
notes on this trend, contrary to what Heinrich claimed. Thus even if there were a distortion, it would 
have been the opposite of Heinrich’s claim. As Roberts pointed out: ‘So, as Seigel puts it: “Engels 
PDGH�0DU[·V�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�WKH�DFWXDO�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURÀW�ODZ�VHHP�ZHDNHU�WKDQ�0DU[·V�PDQXVF-
ript indicates it to be.’ This is hardly an edit that suggests Engels was determined to defend a law 
WKDW�0DU[�KDG�GURSSHG�µ���6HH�0LFKDHO�5REHUWV��´(QJHOV�'LVWRUWHG�0DU[·V�/DZ"µ��LQ�Engels 200: 
His Contribution to Political Economy, Lulu.com: London, 2020, p. 106-111.)
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Fuchs further explained:
Heinrich argues that Engels’ substitution of the term “Klappen” (folding) by 
“Zusammenbruch” (breakdown, collapse) enabled Henryk Grossman and others 
WR� FODLP� WKDW� 0DU[� VDZ� ´LPPDQHQW� EUHDNGRZQ� WHQGHQFLHVµ� �WUDQVODWLRQ� IURP�
German) of capitalism. Heinrich (2006, 359 [translation from German]) writes 
WKDW� (QJHOV� ´H[DFHUEDWHGµ� �´verschärftµ�� 0DU[·s formulations…In the English 
ODQJXDJH�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�2[IRUG�'LFWLRQDU\�RQH�RI� WKH�PHDQLQJV�RI� WKH�YHUE�
“to fold” is that something economic is ceasing “trading or operating as a result 
RI�ÀQDQFLDO�SUREOHPVµ. Engels’s editorial change is feasible and does not change 
WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�VHQWHQFH��1HLWKHU�(QJHOV·V�HGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH�QRU�0DU[·V�
original wording imply that capitalism automatically collapses because the key 
SRLQW�LV�WKDW�0DU[�VD\V�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�FRXQWHUDFWLQJ�WHQGHQFLHV�VR�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�
dialectic of the tendency of breakdown and the tendency of stabilisation in the 
capitalist economy. This dialectic results in crises, from which capitalism can 
recover if the capitalist class manages to succeed in class struggles against the 
SUROHWDULDW� E\� YDULRXV� PHDVXUHV� �WKDW� 0DU[� FDOOV� ´FRXQWHUYDLOLQJ� WHQGHQFLHVµ��
“entgegenwirkende Ursachen”) such as lowering wages, increasing the rate of 
H[SORLWDWLRQ��FKHDSHQLQJ�FRQVWDQW�FDSLWDO��HWF�44

To give a detailed explanation of this tendency, it must be stated that the tendency 
RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO�LV�WKH�PRVW�FRQFUHWH�IRUP�RI�WKH�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
use-value and exchange-value. The contradiction between use and exchange values 
in the commodity form manifests itself as the contradiction between the role the 
form of money plays as the measure of the value, and the means of payment and, in 
WKH�IRUP�RI�FDSLWDO��DV�WKH�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�
to fall and counter-tendencies. From the forms that the relations of production,  
the form of money provides its reproduction at the expense of magnifying the 
internal contradictions of the commodity form, just as the form of capital enables 
its reproduction at the expense of magnifying the internal contradictions of the form 
of money. 

Throughout the entire history of humanity, the generative mechanism of the social 
strata is based on the law of harmony of the productive forces with the relations of 
production and the base with the superstructure. The generative mechanism that 
conditions the contradiction between productive forces and production relations in 
FDSLWDOLVP�LV�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�SUR¿W�UDWHV�WR�IDOO��&RPPXQLVP�DV�D�PRGH�RI�
production ends the contradiction of capitalist production relations with productive 
forces by abolishing it without preserving the contradictions of capital. In this 
VHQVH��WKH�GLDOHFWLFDO�LQWHUDFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�SUR¿W�UDWHV�WR�
fall and the countervailing tendencies against the law is of key importance for the 
establishment of the ground of socialism, in terms of its effect on the productive 
forces.

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�SUR¿W�UDWHV�WR�IDOO��WKH�DYHUDJH�UDWH�RI�
SUR¿W�IDOOV�EHFDXVH�WKH�RUJDQLF�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�FDSLWDO��WKDW�LV��WKH�UDWLR�RI�FRQVWDQW�
capital to variable capital, rises more intensely than the rate of surplus-value tends to 

�� Fuchs, ibid., p. 8-9.
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rise. But there are also counter tendencies against this tendency, such as the increase 
in the rate of exploitation, the cheapening of constant capital, the depression of 
wages below their value, relative overpopulation, foreign trade, and the growth of 
stock capital. 

Marx states that wages rise as the level of unemployment decreases because of 
the negative correlation between supply and demand of the labor power. Against 
this, capitalists invest in labor-saving technologies. But this time too, the organic 
composition of capital rises.45�7KLV� WHQGHQF\� UHGXFHV� WKH� UDWH� RI� SUR¿W�� DV�0DU[�
formulated in the third volume of Capital. To overcome this obstacle, capitalists 
apply ways such as increasing the rate of exploitation or investing in capital-saving 
technologies that will cheapen the constant capital. At the abstraction level of many 
capitals, the laws of motion of capital impose themselves on individual capitalists 
through competition. As the capitalists tend to lower the costs of production to get 
an advantage over other capitalists, they tend to use new technologies that increase 
WKH�SURGXFWLYLW\�RI�ODERU��+RZHYHU��WKHVH�FDSLWDOLVWV�FDQ�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKLV�DGYDQWDJH�
for a short time because other capitalists start to use the same technologies which 
GHFUHDVH�WKH�YDOXHV�RI�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�FRPPRGLW\��(DFK�FDSLWDOLVW�WHQGV�WR�EX\�PRUH�
components of constant capital to appropriate the total surplus value they command, 
ZKLFK�VXEVHTXHQWO\�UDLVHV�WKH�WHFKQLFDO�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�FDSLWDO�DQG�¿QDOO\�UDLVHV�
the value composition of the capital. Nevertheless, as the organic composition of 
capital raises the ratio of constant capital to variable capital in each individual 
FRPPRGLW\��WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�IDOOV�46 So there appears a contradiction between the 
production and the reproduction of life in capitalism through the tendency of the 
UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO�

7KH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO�VKRZV�LWV�HIIHFWV�RQ�WKH�HFRQRP\�LQ�D�
cyclical way. The capitalists who cannot afford to acquire the new technologies go 
bankrupt and the capitalists who survive in the face of competition can obtain the 
capital of the capitalists who go bankrupt, cheaper than their value. Subsequently, 
the capitalists who can survive can continue to accumulate capital with high rates of 
SUR¿W��)URP�WKLV�YDQWDJH�SRLQW��FUHDWLQJ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�D�SRWHQWLDO�XSZDUG�VZLQJ�
in the cycle, crises show themselves as internal mechanisms of the accumulation 
SURFHVV��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�DV�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO�FDXVHV�FULVHV��
WKH�FULVHV�SUHYHQW� WKH� WHQGHQF\�RI� WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W� WR� IDOO� WR�FDXVH�D�EUHDNGRZQ�
of capitalism totally by creating the ground of a revival of the economy through 
countervailing tendencies.

7KH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO�UHIHUV�WR�QHLWKHU�D�PHFKDQLFDO�
collapse nor an automatic restoration of capitalist accumulation:

So to say that there is a mechanism in capitalism which necessarily generates a 

���.DUO�0DU[�DQG�)ULHGULFK�(QJHOV��Capital, Volume: 1, in Marx & Engels Collected Works Volume 
35, p. 607-703. 
���.DUO�0DU[�DQG�)ULHGULFK�(QJHOV� Capital, Volume:3, in Marx & Engels Collected Works Volume 
37, p. 209-266. 
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WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO��LV�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�ZLOO�IDOO�
no matter what else happens, any more than a doctor who says a patient is out of 
danger is saying that that patient can safely step in front of a bus. Of course, it is 
necessary to say what the other mechanisms are which co-determine events, if 
RQH�ZLVKHV�WR�H[SODLQ�ZK\�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�LV�IDOOLQJ�KHUH�DQG�ULVLQJ�WKHUH��EXW�
just such conjoint explanation is what we need and all we can hope for, unless we 
could reduce all economic laws to a single one, and isolate economic from non-
economic processes; the former has not been one, and the latter is demonstrably 
impossible.47

$V�.OLPDQ�DOVR�HPSKDVL]HG�ZKLOH�FULWLFL]LQJ�+HLQULFK�
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�+HLQULFK��³0DU[�DVVXPHV�WKDW�WKH�IDOO�LQ�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W��GHULYHG�DV�
a law, in the long term outweighs all counteracting factors. Yet Marx does not offer 
a reason for this.” However, the reason is simple and obvious: the fall in the rate of 
SUR¿W�³ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�HPSLULFDOO\�FRQ¿UPHG�IDFW�´�,I�LW�LV�LQGHHG�D�IDFW��DQG�LI�
Marx’s law explains it correctly, then it must be the case that the tendency for the 
UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO�KDV�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�UXQ�RXWZHLJKHG�WKH�FRXQWHUDFWLQJ�IDFWRUV��,Q�WKH�
same manner, the current (quantum-mechanical) laws of physics are probabilistic, 
DQG� WKHUHIRUH�GR�QRW� UXOH�RXW� WKH�SRVVLELOLW\� WKDW�D�FRLQ�ÀLSSHG� LQWR� WKH�DLU�ZLOO�
ÀRDW�DZD\�LQVWHDG�RI�IDOOLQJ�WR�WKH�JURXQG��%XW�LI�LW�GRHV�IDOO�WR�WKH�JURXQG��DQG�LI�
the laws of physics are correct, then it must be the case that the attractive force of 
gravity has outweighed all counteracting factors.48

There is an asymmetric internal relation between endogenous processes, which 
DUH�LQWHUQDO�WR�WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO��
and exogenous processes, which are external to the operation of the same law. As 
(UQHVW�0DQGHO��LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�PXOWL�FDXVDO�H[SODQDWLRQ�RIIHUHG�E\�7URWVN\��VWDWHV��
capitalist accumulation endogenously tends to create crises; however, whether the 
crisis will be transcended or not and if it will be transcended, in what form (socialist 
revolution or a new capitalist cycle) it will be transcended depends on exogenous 
factors such as politics, wars, innovations… and so on.49 So the law of the tendency 
RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO�GRHV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�LPSO\�DQ\�VRFLDO�DXWRPDWLVP�WKDW�
grounds politically fatalist approaches. The logic of capitalist cycles triggered by 
WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO�FDQ�DOVR�EH�HYDOXDWHG�DV�WKH�F\FOHV�
of the class struggle.50�:KDW�LV�FUXFLDO�KHUH�LV�WKDW�7URWVN\�LV�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�(QJHOV�
about his statements regarding the logic of the capitalist cycles and their relation to 
political struggles. Trotsky quotes the following passage from the “Introduction to 
The Class Struggles in France”:

“If events and series of events are judged by current history, it will never be 
possible to go back to the ultimate economic causes. Even today, when the 
specialized press provides such rich material, it still remains impossible even in 
England to follow day by day the movement of industry and trade on the world 

�� Collier, ibid., p. 277-278.
�� Kliman et al., ibid., p. 6.
�� Ernest Mandel, “Long Waves, Technological Revolutions, and Class Struggle Cycles”, in Long 
Waves of Capitalist Development: A Marxist Interpretation, Verso, 1995, p. 28-48. 
�� Ibid., p. 28-48.
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market and the changes which take place in the methods of production in such a 
way as to be able to draw a general conclusion for any point in time from these 
manifold, complicated and ever-changing, factors, the most important of which, 
into the bargain, generally operate a long time in realms unknown before they 
suddenly make themselves forcefully felt on the surface. A clear overall view of 
the economic history of a given period can never be obtained contemporaneously, 
but only subsequently, after the material has been collected and sifted. Statistics 
DUH�D�QHFHVVDU\�DX[LOLDU\�DLG�KHUH��DQG�WKH\�DOZD\V� ODJ�EHKLQG��)RU� WKLV�UHDVRQ��
it is only too often necessary in current history to treat this, the most decisive 
IDFWRU� DV� FRQVWDQW�� DQG� WKH� HFRQRPLF� VLWXDWLRQ� H[LVWLQJ� DW� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� WKH�
period concerned as given and unalterable for the whole period, or else to take 
notice of only such changes in this situation as arise out of the patently manifest 
events themselves, and are, therefore, likewise patently manifest. So here the 
PDWHULDOLVW�PHWKRG�KDV�TXLWH�RIWHQ�WR�OLPLW�LWVHOI�WR�WUDFLQJ�SROLWLFDO�FRQÁLFWV�EDFN�
WR�WKH�VWUXJJOHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�VRFLDO�FODVVHV�DQG�IUDFWLRQV�RI�
classes caused by economic development, and to demonstrate that the particular 
SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�DUH�WKH�PRUH�RU�OHVV�DGHTXDWH�SROLWLFDO�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�WKHVH�VDPH�
classes and fractions of classes.
It is self-evident that this unavoidable neglect of contemporaneous changes in the 
HFRQRPLF�VLWXDWLRQ��WKH�YHU\�EDVLV�RI�DOO�WKH�SURFHVVHV�WR�EH�H[DPLQHG��PXVW�EH�D�
source of error.”51

(QJHOV� DOVR� JLYHV� DQ� HDUO\� IRUP� RI� 7URWVN\¶V� WKHVLV� LQ� KLV� OHWWHU� WR� &RQUDG�
Schmidt, in which he emphasized the vital role played by factors exogenous to 
production during the economic cycles such as the political superstructure:

The reaction of the state power upon economic development can be one of three 
kinds: it can run in the same direction, and then development is more rapid; it can 
oppose the line of development, in which case nowadays state power in every great 
nation will go to pieces in the long run; or it can cut off the economic development 
from certain paths, and impose on it certain others. This case ultimately reduces 
itself to one of the two previous ones. But it is obvious that in cases two and three 
the political power can do great damage to the economic development and result 
in the squandering of great masses of energy and material.52

7KH� XSZDUG� DQG� GRZQZDUG� ÀXFWXDWLRQV� RI� WKH� FDSLWDOLVW� F\FOHV� LQ� QR� ZD\�
determine the political course of the class struggle automatically but direct it as 
its content.  Political struggle, on the other hand, as a superstructural element, 
determines the fate of business cycles with a dialectical reversal. As Trotsky says:

The reciprocal relation between boom and crisis in economy and the development 
of revolution is of great interest to us not only from the point of theory but above 
DOO�SUDFWLFDOO\��0DQ\�RI�\RX�ZLOO�UHFDOO�WKDW�0DU[�DQG�(QJHOV�ZURWH�LQ������ZKHQ�
the boom was at its peak that it was necessary at that time to recognize that the 
Revolution of 1848 had terminated, or, at any rate, had been interrupted until the 

�� Cited by Leon Trotsky, “The Curve of Capitalist Development”, Fourth International, Vol.2 
No.4, New York, May 1941, p.111-114, KWWSV���ZZZ�PDU[LVWV�RUJ�DUFKLYH�WURWVN\���������FDSGH-
vel.htm.
�� F. Engels, “Engels to Conrad Schmidt, October 27, 1890”, ibid.
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QH[W�FULVLV��(QJHOV�ZURWH�WKDW�ZKLOH�WKH�FULVLV�RI������ZDV�WKH�PRWKHU�RI�UHYROXWLRQ��
the boom of 1849-51 was the mother of triumphant counter-revolution. It would, 
however, be very one-sided and utterly false to interpret these judgments in the 
sense that a crisis invariably engenders revolutionary action while a boom, on the 
FRQWUDU\��SDFL¿HV�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV��7KH�5HYROXWLRQ�RI������ZDV�QRW�ERUQ�RXW�RI�
WKH�FULVLV��7KH�ODWWHU�PHUHO\�SURYLGHG�WKH�ODVW�LPSHWXV��(VVHQWLDOO\�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�
grew out of the contradictions between the needs of capitalist development and 
the fetters of the semi-feudal social and state system. The irresolute and half-
way Revolution of 1848 did, however, sweep away the remnants of the regime of 
guilds and serfdom and thereby extended the framework of capitalist development. 
Under these conditions and these conditions alone, the boom of 1851 marked the 
beginning of an entire epoch of capitalist prosperity which lasted till 1873. 
,Q� FLWLQJ� (QJHOV� LW� LV� YHU\� GDQJHURXV� WR� RYHUORRN� WKHVH� EDVLF� IDFWV�� )RU� LW�ZDV�
SUHFLVHO\�DIWHU�������ZKHQ�0DU[�DQG�(QJHOV�PDGH�WKHLU�REVHUYDWLRQV��WKDW�WKHUH�VHW�
in not a normal or regular situation, but an era of capitalist Sturm und Drang (storm 
and stress) for which the soil had been cleared by the Revolution of 1848. This is of 
decisive importance here. This storm-and-stress era, during which prosperity and 
WKH�IDYRUDEOH�FRQMXQFWXUH�ZHUH�YHU\�VWURQJ��ZKLOH�WKH�FULVLV�ZDV�PHUHO\�VXSHU¿FLDO�
and short-lived-it was precisely this period that ended with revolution. At issue 
here is not whether an improvement in the conjuncture is possible, but whether the 
ÀXFWXDWLRQV�RI�WKH�FRQMXQFWXUH�DUH�SURFHHGLQJ�DORQJ�DQ�DVFHQGLQJ�RU�GHVFHQGLQJ�
curve. This is the most important aspect of the whole question.53

As Trotsky also explained:

Oscillations of the economic conjuncture (boom-depression-crisis) already signify 
in and of themselves periodic impulses that give rise now to quantitative, now to 
TXDOLWDWLYH�FKDQJHV��DQG�WR�QHZ�IRUPDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�SROLWLFV��7KH�UHYHQXHV�
of possessing classes, the state budget, wages, unemployment, proportions of 
foreign trade, etc., are intimately bound up with the economic conjuncture, and in 
WKHLU�WXUQ�H[HUW�WKH�PRVW�GLUHFW�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�SROLWLFV��7KLV�DORQH�LV�HQRXJK�WR�PDNH�
one understand how important and fruitful it is to follow step by step the history 
of political parties, state institutions, etc., in relation to the cycles of capitalist 
development.
%\�WKLV�ZH�GR�QRW�DW�DOO�PHDQ�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKHVH�F\FOHV�H[SODLQ�HYHU\WKLQJ��WKLV�LV�
H[FOXGHG�� LI�RQO\�IRU� WKH�UHDVRQ�WKDW�F\FOHV� WKHPVHOYHV�DUH�QRW�IXQGDPHQWDO�EXW�
derivative economic phenomena. They unfold on the basis of the development 
RI�SURGXFWLYH�IRUFHV�WKURXJK�WKH�PHGLXP�RI�PDUNHW�UHODWLRQV��%XW�F\FOHV�H[SODLQ�
a great deal, forming as they do through automatic pulsation an indispensable 
dialectical spring in the mechanism of capitalist society. The breaking point of 
WKH�WUDGH�LQGXVWULDO�FRQMXQFWXUH�EULQJ�XV�LQWR�D�JUHDWHU�SUR[LPLW\�ZLWK�WKH�FULWLFDO�
knots in the web of the development of political tendencies, legislation, and all 
forms of ideology.
But capitalism is not characterized solely by the periodic recurrence of cycles 
RWKHUZLVH� ZKDW� ZRXOG� RFFXU� ZRXOG� EH� D� FRPSOH[� UHSHWLWLRQ� DQG� QRW� G\QDPLF�
development. Trade-industrial cycles are of different character in different periods. 
The chief difference between them is determined by quantitative interrelations 

�� Leon Trotsky, The First Five Years of the Communist International: Volume 1, 3DWKÀQGHU�3UHVV��
1972, p. 269-270.
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between the crisis and the boom period within each given cycle. If the boom 
restores with a surplus the destruction or constriction during the preceding crisis, 
then capitalist development moves upward. If the crisis, which signals destruction, 
or at all events contraction of productive forces, surpasses in its intensity the 
corresponding boom, then we get as a result a decline in economy. Finally, if 
WKH�FULVLV�DQG�ERRP�DSSUR[LPDWH�HDFK�RWKHUV�IRUFH��WKHQ�ZH�JHW�D�WHPSRUDU\�DQG�
stagnating equilibrium in economy. This is the schema in the rough.54

As Woods claims, Trotsky emphasized in The Curve of Capitalist Development 
that the development of capitalism cannot be reduced only to the problems of 
economic cycles, although the economy is ultimately determinant, and it is 
LQÀXHQFHG� E\� RWKHU� IDFWRUV�� )RU� LQVWDQFH�� DV� RQH� RI� WKH�PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� RI� WKHVH�
factors, the superstructure can affect the economic base in many different ways. The 
LPSRUWDQW�SRLQW�KHUH�LV�(QJHOV¶V�³Introduction to The Class Struggles in France” 
which constitutes the starting point of Trotsky’s analysis. Trotsky’s determination 
that history is a complex sequence of events affected “not only by the internal forces 
of the productive system but also by the external factors” such as the superstructure, 
DQG�WKDW�KXPDQV�DUH�QRW�WKH�WR\V�RI�WKH�HFRQRPLF�IRUFHV��¿QGV�LWV�VRXUFH�LQ�(QJHOV�55

Capitalism cannot automatically pass from a downward phase to an upward 
phase, and whether capitalist accumulation will continue or a socialist revolution 
ZLOO�RFFXU�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�H[RJHQRXV�IDFWRUV��6R�0DU[�DQG�(QJHOV�GR�QRW�H[SODLQ�
the laws of motion of capitalist production to contemplate history but to transform 
it based on its objective tendencies. On the one hand, with its tendency to centralize 
and concentrate capital, capitalism socializes production with high technology, on 
the other hand, the anarchy of production causes crises in which an inestimable 
proportion of the forces of production are destroyed. Thus, this contradiction both 
constructs the germs of a socialist society as well as the signals of the death of 
capitalism. While capitalism develops productive forces and socializes production, 
on the other hand, it drags humanity into barbarism with crises that are getting 
worse.  These conditions force the proletariat to make a socialist revolution by 
transforming via a dialectical reversal the laws of capitalism in a formwise sense. 

Unfortunately, those who support different versions of under-consumption 
theory as the crisis theory of Marxism unwittingly encourage interpretations that 
form the basis of a reformist policy based on increasing wages. This crisis theory 
cannot explain why crises emerge necessarily periodically with increasing intensity 
and with destroying the forces of production which threaten the existing bourgeois 
society while creating the objective and subjective conditions of a socialist 
UHYROXWLRQ��$V�(QJHOV�FRPPHQWV�

But unfortunately, the under-consumption of the masses, the restriction of 
the consumption of the masses to what is necessary for their maintenance and 

�� Trotsky, “The Curve of Capitalist Development”, p. 111-114.
���$ODQ�:RRGV�� ´0DU[LVP� DQG�7KH�7KHRU\� RI�/RQJ�:DYHVµ�� ������������ KWWSV���ZZZ�PDU[LVW�
FRP�PDU[LVP�WKHRU\�ORQJ�ZDYHV�NRQGUDWLHY�������KWP.
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UHSURGXFWLRQ�� LV� QRW� D� QHZ� SKHQRPHQRQ�� ,W� KDV� H[LVWHG� DV� ORQJ� DV� WKHUH� KDYH�
EHHQ�H[SORLWLQJ�DQG�H[SORLWHG�FODVVHV��(YHQ�LQ�WKRVH�SHULRGV�RI�KLVWRU\�ZKHQ�WKH�
VLWXDWLRQ�RI� WKH�PDVVHV�ZDV�SDUWLFXODUO\� IDYRXUDEOH�� DV� IRU� H[DPSOH� LQ�(QJODQG�
in the 15th century, they under-consumed. They were very far from having their 
own annual total product at their disposal to be consumed by them. Therefore, 
while under-consumption has been a constant feature in history for thousands of 
years, the general shrinkage of the market which breaks out in crises as the result 
of a surplus of production is a phenomenon only of the last 50 years; and so Herr 
DüKULQJ·V�ZKROH�VXSHUÀFLDO�YXOJDU�HFRQRPLFV�LV�QHFHVVDU\�LQ�RUGHU�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�
new collision not by the new phenomenon of over-production but by the thousand-
year-old phenomenon of under-consumption.56

+RZHYHU��WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�SUR¿W�UDWHV�WR�IDOO�VXFFHVVIXOO\�H[SODLQV�
ZK\�FULVHV�DUH�QHFHVVDULO\�LQWHQVL¿HG�DQG�WKUHDWHQ�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�ERXUJHRLV�
VRFLHW\�E\�GHVWUR\LQJ�WKH�SURGXFWLYH�IRUFHV��$V�.OLPDQ�DQG�KLV�FR�DXWKRUV�FRQWHQG�
regarding the cause of the present crisis:

,Q�RXU�YLHZ��WKH�WKHRU\�H[SODLQV�WKH�SUHVHQW�FULVLV�LV�D�ZD\�WKDW�LV�ERWK�VFLHQWL¿FDOO\�
legitimate and considerably better than the alternatives currently on offer from the 
Marxist left. A central mechanism of today’s economic crisis is the fact that the 
UDWH�RI�SUR¿W� LQ� WKH�8�6���8.�DQG�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�DGYDQFHG�FDSLWDOLVW�FRXQWULHV� LV�
now falling, and has been falling since the early years of the postwar boom. The 
theory explains the cause of this fact: the accumulation of invested capital has 
RXWVWULSSHG�WKH�JURZWK�RI�HPSOR\PHQW��ZKLFK�WHQGV�WR�GHSUHVV�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W��
and the various “counteracting factors” have failed to offset this tendency over any 
but short periods.57

Moreover, as we have already pointed out, the contradiction between capitalist 
production relations and productive forces arises through crises triggered by the 
IDOOLQJ�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W��7KDW�LV��WKURXJK�WKH�FULVHV�DULVLQJ�IURP�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�
RI� WKH� SUR¿W� UDWHV� WR� IDOO�� WKH� FRQWUDGLFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� WKH� VRFLDOL]HG� FKDUDFWHU�
RI� SURGXFWLRQ� DQG� WKH� FDSLWDOLVW� IRUP� RI� DSSURSULDWLRQ� ¿QGV� LWV� PRVW� FRQFUHWH�
H[SUHVVLRQ��7KH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�SUR¿W�UDWHV�WR�IDOO�VKRZV�WKDW�FDSLWDOLVP�KDV�
historically been a temporary mode of production and has become an obstacle to 
the development of the productive forces. The relevance of this point to our subject 
matter is that if capitalism does not act as a barrier in the way of the development 
of the forces of production with an increasing intensity, the revolutionary struggle 
could not go beyond a moralistic and utopian line. That is, the law of the tendency 
RI�WKH�SUR¿W�UDWHV�WR�IDOO�LV�QRW�D�PHFKDQLFDO�WKHRU\�RI�FROODSVH�LQYHQWHG�E\�(QJHOV��
EXW�LW�SURYLGHV�WKH�KLVWRULF�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�VRFLDOLVP�DJDLQVW�EDUEDULVP��

7R� VXP� XS�� (QJHOV� VXFFHVVIXOO\� LQWHUSUHWHG� DQG� SUHVHQWHG� 0DU[¶V� WKHRU\� RI�
crisis, without getting stuck with either mechanical materialism or idealism in 
a philosophical sense and without laying the groundwork for either fatalism 
or voluntarism in the political sense.  In line with the principles of historical 

���0DU[�DQG�(QJHOV��Anti-Dühring, ibid., p. 272.
�� Kliman et. al., ibid., p. 2-3.
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materialism, the objective dynamics of capitalism take it towards its historical end.  
But the factor that will determine whether this end will lead to barbarism or socialism 
is the revolutionary will. Capitalism can survive by overcoming its endogenous 
tendencies to collapse through exogenous factors but at the cost of barbarism. Thus, 
whether barbarism or socialism will shape the future will be determined due to how 
we formwise transform the laws of the capitalist economy in political terms with a 
dialectical reversal.

E��(QJHOV��UHIRUPLVP�DQG�6WDOLQLVP�
$QRWKHU� FRQWURYHUVLDO� VXEMHFW� DERXW� (QJHOV¶V� OHJDF\� LV� KLV� DWWLWXGH� WRZDUGV�

reformism in politics. Bernstein, asserted that capitalism’s tendency to polarize the 
FODVVHV�ZLWKLQ�PRUH�LQWHQVL¿HG�FULVHV�FHDVHG�DQG�LW�EHFDPH�SRVVLEOH�WR�UHIRUP�WKH�
system within democratic processes. The revisionist thesis of Bernstein presupposes 
that Marx’s thesis about revolution is based on the tendency that necessarily drags 
capitalism to its collapse. In such a manner, by his theoretical effort to refute the 
so-called breakdown theory of capitalism, Bernstein legitimized his revisionist 
reinterpretation of Marxism. Contrary to the Stalinist reformism which grounded 
its reformist policies on the so-called inevitability of the collapse of capitalism, 
and socialist triumph, Bernstein grounded his reformist policy on the refutation of 
the historical limits of capitalism. But both approaches share the same premise that 
capitalism will either automatically transform into the socialist mode of production 
or socialist revolution cannot be realized. Or in other words, they identify the 
collapse of capitalism and automatic transition to socialism without considering 
barbarism as a historical possibility.

6RPH�WKLQNHUV��VXFK�DV�0DQIUHG�6WHJHU��¿QG�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�%HUQVWHLQ¶V�UHYLVLRQLVP�
LQ� (QJHOV�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� 6WHJHU¶V� DUJXPHQW�� WKH� PDWXUH� (QJHOV� GLVUXSWHG� WKH�
dialectical relationship between evolution and revolution in favour of evolution by 
turning to political gradualism.58 To those who are in line with Steger, proof of this 
LV� WKH� LQWURGXFWLRQ�ZULWWHQ�E\�(QJHOV� WR�0DU[¶V�The Class Struggles in France.59 
(QJHOV�VWDWHG�WKHUH�

���%ODFNOHGJH��LELG���S�������$V�%ODFNOHGJH�IXUWKHU�H[SODLQV��´0DQIUHG�6WHJHU�KDV�DUJXHG�WKDW�(Q-
gels opened the door to Bernstein’s interpretation because of the ad hoc way in which he attempted 
to square his commitment to the politics of The Communist Manifesto on the one hand with his 
embrace of political “gradualism” on the other. Steger claims that his interpretation of Engels’s 
mature politics improves over previous attempts at this because it is situated within the political 
FRQWH[W�UDWKHU�WKDQ�RSHUDWLQJ�DV�D�VLPSOH�KLVWRU\�RI�LGHDV��6WHJHU������������%XW�WKLV�DUJXPHQW�LV�
fundamentally problematic. To justify the (at least partial) validity of Bernstein’s interpretation of 
Engels, Steger implicitly accepts the revisionist interpretation of the “dramatically changed politi-
cal situation” in which the latter wrote. Indeed, his claim that Engels confused the distinction bet-
ZHHQ�HYROXWLRQ�DQG�UHYROXWLRQ�ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�FRPSURPLVLQJ�0DU[LVP·V�XQLW\�RI�WKHRU\�DQG�
SUDFWLFH�LV�GHSHQGHQW�XSRQ�FRQÁDWLQJ�0DU[�DQG�(QJHOV·V�SROLWLFV�ZLWK�WKH�NLQG�RI�RQH�GLPHQVLRQDO�
FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�UHYROXWLRQDU\�SROLWLFV�WKDW�(QJHOV�DQG�0DU[�KDG�VSHQW�WKHLU�OLYHV�FULWLFL]LQJ�µ
�� Ibid., p. 223.
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History has proved us wrong and all others who thought similarly. It has made 
clear that the status of economic development on the Continent was then by no 
means ripe for the abolition of capitalist production; it has proved this by the 
economic revolution which, since 1848, has affected the entire Continent and has 
introduced large industry in France, Austria, Hungary. Poland, and, more recently, 
LQ�5XVVLD�� DQG�KDV�PDGH�RI�*HUPDQ\� DQ� LQGXVWULDO� FRXQWU\� RI� WKH�¿UVW� UDQN�DOO�
this upon a capitalist basis which, reckoning from 1848, implies great expansive 
capacity. But it was just this industrial revolution that has everywhere introduced 
clarity in regard to class relations, which has eliminated a mass of hybrid forms 
WDNHQ� RYHU� IURP� WKH� SHULRG� RI�PDQXIDFWXUH� DQG�� LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH�� HYHQ� IURP�
guild handicraft, which has produced a real bourgeoisie and a real industrial 
proletariat and forced both into the foreground of social evolution… And if this 
powerful army of the proletariat has not yet reached the goal, if, far from winning 
the victory by one fell blow, it must gradually proceed by hard, tenacious struggle 
from position to position, it proved once for all how impossible it was in 1848 to 
bring about the social transformation by a sheer coup de main. 60

+RZHYHU� (QJHOV’ statement contained self-censorship in highly oppressive 
conditions and was also distorted by the fear of anti-socialist laws and the 
UHFWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�DQ\�VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�LPSOLHG�UHYROXWLRQ�XQGHU�/LHENQHFKW¶V�HGLWRUVKLS��
WR�ZKLFK�(QJHOV�UHDFWHG�DV�IROORZV�

I was amazed to see today in the Vorwärts DQ�H[FHUSW�IURP�P\�¶Introduction’ that 
had been printed without my prior knowledge and tricked out in such a way as to 
present me as a peace-loving proponent of legality [come what may]. Which is all 
the more reason why I should like it to appear in its entirety in the Neue Zeit in 
order that this disgraceful impression may be erased. I shall leave Liebknecht in 
no doubt as to what I think about it and the same applies to those who, irrespective 
of who they may be, gave him this opportunity of perverting my views and, what’s 
more, without so much as a word to me about it.61 

7KH�SROLWLFDO�FOLPDWH��LQ�ZKLFK�(QJHOV�OLYHG�ZKLOH�ZULWLQJ�WKLV�WH[W�VKRXOG�DOVR�
QRW�EH�RYHUORRNHG��/LNHZLVH��(QJHOV�ZURWH�WKH�WH[W�LQ�D�QRQ�UHYROXWLRQDU\�SHULRG�
DIWHU�D�SROLWLFDO�GHIHDW��%HLQJ�KLJKO\�VNLOOHG�LQ�PLOLWDU\�VFLHQFH��(QJHOV�FRQVLGHUHG�LQ�
this text how to use the legal channel as a tactical withdrawal in terms of “orienting 
D� IXWXUH� UHYROXWLRQ� LQ� D� QRQ�UHYROXWLRQDU\� FRQWH[W´� �ZLWKRXW� IRUJHWWLQJ� WKH� ¿QDO�
goal.).62 We can see the beginnings of a theory of the cycles of class struggle 
LQ� (QJHOV¶V� DWWHPSW� WR� WDFWLFDOO\� UHWUHDW� LQ� WKH� FRQGLWLRQV� RI� D� QRQ�UHYROXWLRQDU\�
VLWXDWLRQ��(QJHOV�KDV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WDFWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�LQ�WKH�F\FOHV�RI�
FODVV�VWUXJJOH��%XW�WKLV�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�(QJHOV�ZDV�QRW�DZDUH�RI�WKH�GDQJHU�RI�
opportunism in which the long term goals of the movement is overshadowed by the 
short term goals:

���)ULHGULFK�(QJHOV��´,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�0DU[·V�&ODVV�6WUXJJOHV�LQ�)UDQFHµ, in The Revolutionary Act. 
Military Insurrection or Political and Economic Action?�ZLWK�DQ�$SSHQGL[�E\�'DQLHO�'H�/HRQ��
translated by Henry Kuhn, The New York News Company (Socialist Labour Party), 1922, https://
ZZZ�PDU[LVWV�RUJ�DUFKLYH�PDU[�ZRUNV������FODVV�VWUXJJOHV�IUDQFH�LQWUR�KWP.
�� Cited by Doug Enaa Greene, ibid.
�� Blackledge, ibid., p. 229-232.
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ȌRSSRUWXQLVP��ZKLFK�LV�JDLQLQJ�JURXQG�LQ�D�ODUJH�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�6RFLDO�'HPR�
FUDWLF�SUHVV��)HDULQJ�D�UHQHZDO�RI�WKH�$QWL�6RFLDOLVW�/DZ��RU�UHFDOOLQJ�DOO�PDQQHU�RI�
RYHU�KDVW\�SURQRXQFHPHQWV�PDGH�GXULQJ�WKH�UHLJQ�RI�WKDW�ODZ��WKH\�QRZ�ZDQW�WKH�
SDUW\�WR�ILQG�WKH�SUHVHQW�OHJDO�RUGHU�LQ�*HUPDQ\�DGHTXDWH�IRU�SXWWLQJ�WKURXJK�DOO�
SDUW\�GHPDQGV�E\�SHDFHIXO�PHDQV��7KHVH�DUH�DWWHPSWV�WR�FRQYLQFH�RQHVHOI�DQG�WKH�
SDUW\�WKDW�ȆSUHVHQW�GD\�VRFLHW\�LV�GHYHORSLQJ�WRZDUGV�VRFLDOLVPȇ�ZLWKRXW�DVNLQJ�
RQHVHOI�ZKHWKHU�LW�GRHV�QRW�WKHUHE\�MXVW�DV�QHFHVVDULO\�RXWJURZ�WKH�ROG�VRFLDO�RUGHU�
and whether it will not have to burst this old shell by force, as a crab breaks its 
VKHOOȌ��7KLV�IRUJHWWLQJ�RI�WKH�JUHDW��WKH�SULQFLSDO�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�PRPHQ�
WDU\�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�GD\��WKLV�VWUXJJOLQJ�DQG�VWULYLQJ�IRU�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�PRPHQW�
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ODWHU�FRQVHTXHQFHV��WKLV�VDFULILFH�RI�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKH�PRYHPHQW�IRU�
LWV�SUHVHQW��PD\�EH�ȆKRQHVWO\ȇ�PHDQW��EXW�LW�LV�DQG�UHPDLQV�RSSRUWXQLVP��DQG�ȆKRQ�
HVWȇ�RSSRUWXQLVP�LV�SHUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�GDQJHURXV�RI�DOO���

$QRWKHU� SROLWLFDO� FULWLFLVP� GLUHFWHG� DW� (QJHOV� LV� WKDW� KH� ODLG� WKH� LQWHOOHFWXDO�
foundations of Stalinism. Of particular interest to us here is to question the alleged 
link between the economic reductionist and the teleological approach of Stalinism, 
ZKLFK�QHJDWHV�UHYROXWLRQDU\�VXEMHFWLYLW\�E\�URXJKO\�VFKHPLQJ�KLVWRU\�DQG�(QJHOV¶V�
Marxism. As Blackledge points out, Stalin vulgarized many crucial aspects of 
(QJHOV¶V�WKRXJKW�VXFK�DV�(QJHOV¶V�FULWLTXH�RI�VRFLDOLVP�LQ�RQH�FRXQWU\��KLV�VRFLDOLVW�
vision about the withering away of the state, or his claim about the abolishment of 
the law of value in socialism.64 In connection with our subject, Stalin also distorted 

��� 3DXO�'·$PDWR�� ´0DU[LVWV� DQG�(OHFWLRQVµ�� LQ� International Socialist Review, https://isreview.
RUJ�LVVXH����PDU[LVWV�DQG�HOHFWLRQV; Friedrich Engels, “A Critique of the Draft Social-Democratic 
Program of 1891”, in Marx & Engels Collected Works Vol. 27, p. 226-227.
�� Contrary to the Stalinist conception of communism, Engels clearly stated that the state itself 
ZLOO�ZLWKHU�DZD\�LQ�FRPPXQLVP��ZKLFK�LV�RQH�VWHS�EH\RQG�WKH�GHPRFUDF\�WKDW�ZRXOG�DW�ÀUVW�FRPH�
into being in the transition society through a workers’ state. Stalin’s so-called theory of socialism 
LQ�RQH�FRXQWU\�UHSUHVHQWV�D�EUHDN�ZLWK�0DU[·V�DQG�(QJHOV·V�DQG�/HQLQ·V�LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVP��ERWK�LQ�
terms of the objective and subjective conditions of the socialist revolution. When we evaluate it 
in terms of objective conditions, we see that capitalism connects all national economies through 
the world market it creates, socializes production throughout the world, and develops productive 
forces within the international division of labor in the world.  For this reason, the productive forces 
created by capitalism can only be appropriated at the world-level. Under the subjective conditions 
of the revolution, the socialist revolution can only be realized by the progressive seizure of power 
by the working class on a world scale. For this reason, the working class should be organized not 
in disconnected states, but as components of a single state with the same integrated interests. As 
Engels stated: 
“Question 19: Will it be possible for this revolution to take place in one country alone? 
Answer: No. Large-scale industry, already by creating the world market, has so linked up all the 
peoples of the earth, and especially the civilised peoples, that each people is dependent on what 
happens to another. Further, in all civilised countries large-scale industry has so levelled social 
development that in all these countries the bourgeoisie and the proletariat have become the two de-
cisive classes of society and the struggle between them the main struggle of the day. The communist 
revolution will therefore be no merely national one; it will be a revolution taking place simultaneo-
usly in all civilised countries, that is, at least in England, America, France and Germany. In each of 
these countries it will develop more quickly or more slowly according to whether the country has a 
more developed industry, more wealth, and a more considerable mass of productive forces. It will 
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DOO�WKH�UHYROXWLRQDU\�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�(QJHOV¶V�WKRXJKW�DQG�RIIHUHG�D�ULJLG�KLVWRULFDO�
schema with an economic determinist interpretation.65 

While Stalinism depicts the subject of history, which it reduces to a simple 
schema, as productive forces, it conceals that man is the most important productive 
IRUFH��8QOLNH�6WDOLQ��(QJHOV�GRHV�QRW�WUDQVIRUP�KLVWRU\�LQWR�D�VXEMHFW�

+LVWRU\�GRHV�QRWKLQJ��LW�ȆSRVVHVVHV�QR�LPPHQVH�ZHDOWKȇ��LW�ȆZDJHV�QR�EDWWOHVȇ��,W�
LV�PDQ��UHDO��OLYLQJ�PDQ�ZKR�GRHV�DOO�WKDW��ZKR�SRVVHVVHV�DQG�ILJKWV��ȆKLVWRU\ȇ�LV�
QRW��DV�LW�ZHUH��D�SHUVRQ�DSDUW��XVLQJ�PDQ�DV�D�PHDQV�WR�DFKLHYH�LWV�RZQ�DLPV��KLV�
WRU\�LV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�WKH�DFWLYLW\�RI�PDQ�SXUVXLQJ�KLV�DLPV�66

Stalin, ignoring the qualitative differences between nature and society, considers 
VRFLDOLVP�WKURXJK�D�PRGHO�RI�FDXVDOLW\�WKDW�LV�VFLHQWL¿FDOO\�LGHQWLFDO�WR�WKH�FDXVDOLW\�
in nature. In this model, history progresses in linear fashion to socialism. Stalin 
eliminated the negation of the negation from the laws of dialectics, despite the 
LPSRUWDQFH�WKDW�(QJHOV�JDYH�WR�WKH�ODZ��:LWKLQ�WKLV�IUDPHZRUN��6WDOLQ�LJQRUHG�WKH�
leap in the history of nature the social life creates and the vital role that conscious 
DQG� VRFLDO� DFWLYLW\�SOD\HG� IRU�0DU[LVW� WKHRU\��:KLOH�(QJHOV¶V�GLDOHFWLF� H[DPLQHV�
nature and society in their differences from the perspective of praxis, Stalin’s so-
called dialectic excludes praxis by identifying society with nature. As Fuchs puts it:

)RU�6WDOLQ��VRFLDOLVP�DV�VFLHQFH�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�D�VFLHQFH�RI�VRFLHW\�WKDW�LV�GLIIHUHQW�
from the natural sciences, but deterministic and mechanical social laws of nature 
RSHUDWLQJ�LQ�VRFLHW\��7KH�LPSOLFDWLRQ�LV�IRU�6WDOLQ�WKDW�KLVWRU\�GHYHORSV�LQ�D�OLQHDU�
PDQQHU��LW�LV�IRU�KLP�D�ȆSURFHVV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�IURP�WKH�ORZHU�WR�WKH�KLJKHUȇȌ
6WDOLQ�DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ�IROORZHG�FDSLWDOLVP�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�ZDV�D�VRFLDO�
LVW�V\VWHP��Ȇ>7@KH�8�6�6�5��KDV�DOUHDG\�GRQH�DZD\�ZLWK�FDSLWDOLVP�DQG�KDV�VHW�XS�
D�6RFLDOLVW�V\VWHPȇ��6WDOLQ�������������+LV�LPSOLFDWLRQ�ZDV�WKDW�DQ\RQH�FULWLFDO�RI�
KLP�ZDV�ERXUJHRLV�DQG�DQWL�VRFLDOLVW��7KH�PHFKDQLFDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GLDOHF�
WLF�OHJLWLPDWHG�6WDOLQȃV�WHUURU�DJDLQVW�KLV�RSSRQHQWV��7KH�FRQFHSWV�RI�$XIKHEXQJ�
�VXEODWLRQ�� DQG� WKH� QHJDWLRQ� RI� WKH� QHJDWLRQ� DUH�PLVVLQJ� LQ� 6WDOLQLVW� GLDOHFWLFV��
7KH\�DUH�KRZHYHU�NH\�IHDWXUHV�RI�(QJHOVȃV�GLDOHFWLFV��6WDOLQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�(QJHOV��
EXW�(QJHOVȃV�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�GLDOHFWLFV�ZDV�RWKHU�WKDQ�6WDOLQȃV�QRW�EDVHG�RQ�PH�
FKDQLFDO�DQG�GHWHUPLQLVWLF�FRQFHSWV��(QJHOV� LV�QRW�EH�EODPHG�IRU�6WDOLQLVP��VHH�

WKHUHIRUH�EH�VORZHVW�DQG�PRVW�GLIÀFXOW�WR�FDUU\�RXW�LQ�*HUPDQ\��TXLFNHVW�DQG�HDVLHVW�LQ�(QJODQG��
It will also have an important effect upon the other countries of the world, and will completely 
change and greatly accelerate their previous manner of development. It is a worldwide revolution 
and will therefore be worldwide in scope.” (See, Friedrich Engels, “Principles of Communism”, 
Collected Works Volume 6,�S������������$QG�VR�IRUWK��(QJHOV·V�HPSKDVLV�WKDW�VRFLDOLVW�SUD[LV�FDQ�
only take place on a world scale is in line with his goal of building revolutionary activity on the 
QHFHVVLWLHV�RI�WKH�FDSLWDOLVW�HFRQRP\���(QJHOV�DUJXHV�WKDW�UHYROXWLRQDU\�SUD[LV�FDQ�EH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�
from utopianism only if it takes place within the framework of necessary objective conditions, and 
the laws of motion of capitalism operating on a world scale can only be controlled on a world scale 
by a world-wide subject.
�� Blackledge, ibid., p. 12-14. 
66�.DUO�0DU[�DQG�)ULHGULFK�(QJHOV��The Holy Family, in Marx & Engels, Collected Works Volume 
4, p. 93.?
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/LHGPDQ�����������������)RU�(QJHOV��GLDOHFWLFV�RSHUDWHV�LQ�QDWXUH��FRQVFLRXVQHVV��
and society. These dialectics are connected but not the same. In society, there are 
FRQVFLRXV�KXPDQ�DFWRUV�ZKR�DFW�DQG�VWUXJJOH�EDVHG�RQ�LQWHQWLRQV�DQG�LQWHUHVWV�WKDW�
FDQQRW�DOZD\V�EH�UHDOLVHG�DV�SODQQHG�EHFDXVH�VRFLHW\�LV�FRPSOH[�DQG�G\QDPLF��)RU�
(QJHOV�MXVW�OLNH�IRU�0DU[��KLVWRU\�LV�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�FODVV�VWUXJJOHV��Ȇ,Q�PRGHUQ�KLV�
WRU\�DW�OHDVW�LW�LV��WKHUHIRUH��SURYHG�WKDW�DOO�SROLWLFDO�VWUXJJOHV�DUH�FODVV�VWUXJJOHV��
DQG�DOO�FODVV�VWUXJJOHV�IRU�HPDQFLSDWLRQ��GHVSLWH�WKHLU�QHFHVVDULO\�SROLWLFDO�IRUP�Ǿ�
IRU�HYHU\�FODVV�VWUXJJOH�LV�D�SROLWLFDO�VWUXJJOH�Ǿ�WXUQ�XOWLPDWHO\�RQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�
HFRQRPLF�HPDQFLSDWLRQȇ��(QJHOV����������������������6FLHQWLILF�VRFLDOLVP�GRHV�
QRW�PHDQ�IRU�(QJHOV�WKDW�VRFLHW\�GHYHORSV�EDVHG�RQ�QDWXUDO�ODZV�DQG�PHFKDQLFDO�
GHWHUPLQLVP��5DWKHU��VRFLHW\�KDV�LWV�RZQ�GLDOHFWLFDO�ORJLF��,W�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�ODZV�RI�
VRFLHW\� WKDW� FKDQJH�KDSSHQV� WKURXJK�KXPDQ�SUDFWLFHV� DQG� WKDW� LQ� FODVV� VRFLHW\��
FODVV�VWUXJJOH�LV�WKH�GHFLVLYH�SUDFWLFH�RI�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ���

$QRWKHU�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�WKLV�DWWLWXGH�LV�WKH�QHJDWLYH�DWWLWXGH�RI�6WDOLQLVP�UHJDUGLQJ�
democracy. Likewise, to the extent that history is mechanically determined by 
the laws of economic movement, it is not possible to develop a political strategy 
beyond preparing the society for communism through an evolutionary process, 
ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�LWV�LQHYLWDEOH�FRQVHTXHQFH��+RZHYHU��IRU�0DU[�DQG�(QJHOV��KLVWRU\�LV�
not a subject that directs us, and communism is not an inevitable result of it. In this 
context, the communist struggle requires the active participation of those people 
LQ�WKLV�SURFHVV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�KLVWRU\��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�DQ�H[SDQGHG�GHPRFUDF\�
incomparable with bourgeois democracy, to the extent that it is a process in which 
people take action to dominate their fate self-consciously and voluntarily.

&RQFOXVLRQ
,Q� WKLV� DUWLFOH�ZH� DWWHPSWHG� WR� UHVSRQG� WR� WKH� FULWLFLVP� WKDW� (QJHOV� GLVWRUWHG�

Marx’s thought in a mechanical and highly deterministic interpretation and 
H[FOXGHG� UHYROXWLRQDU\� VXEMHFWLYLW\� LQ�0DU[LVW� WKHRU\�� ,Q� WKH� ¿UVW� SDUW�� ZH� WULHG�
WR�DQVZHU�FULWLFLVPV�GLUHFWHG� WR�(QJHOV�� WKDW�KH�GHQLHG�UHYROXWLRQDU\�VXEMHFWLYLW\�
with a mechanical and overly-deterministic view in his philosophical contributions.  
,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W��ZH�FODLPHG�WKDW�(QJHOV�LQWHUSUHWHG�WKH�PDWHULDOLVW�GLDOHFWLF�EDVHG�
on the unity in difference between matter and thought and that social mediations 
WKURXJK� ZKLFK� PDWWHU� DQG� WKRXJKW� LQWHUDFWHG� FRQVWLWXWH� D� VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ�� ,Q� WKLV�
VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ��ZH�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�KLJKHU�RUGHU�VWUDWD�HPHUJHV�IURP�WKH�ORZHU�RUGHU�
VWUDWD�DQG�SUHVXSSRVHV�LW��:H�DOVR�DUJXHG�WKDW�(QJHOV�VWDWHG�WKDW�WKH�JHQHUDO�ODZV�
of dialectics manifest themselves differently in special laws on different strata and 
that determinations of society emerge as by-products of conscious choices different 
IURP� WKRVH� LQ� QDWXUH�� ,Q� WKLV� VWUDWL¿HG� RQWRORJ\�� LW�ZDV� VXJJHVWHG� WKDW� WKH� ORZHU�
order strata are positioned as an internal component of the higher-order strata, 
while the higher-order strata are externally related to the lower order strata. We 
tried to emphasize that via a dialectical reversal on the axis of asymmetric internal 
relations, the higher-order strata, which is ultimately determined by the content 
of the lower-order strata, could always create a counter effect by transforming the 

�� Fuchs, ibid. p. 6.
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ORZHU�RUGHU� VWUDWD� IRUPZLVH��:H� DUJXHG� WKDW� (QJHOV¶V� DSSURDFK� WR� HWKLFV��ZKLFK�
rises on these ontological premises, is built on the perspective of controlling the 
tendencies that determine objective conditions that condition and limit subjective 
activity to gain autonomy. We reached the conclusion that, without embracing 
HFRQRPLF�GHWHUPLQLVP��(QJHOV�GHYHORSHG�D�IRUPXODWLRQ�RI�SUD[LV�WKDW�ZRXOG�WDNH�
shape through superstructures.

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�SDUW�RI�WKH�DUWLFOH��DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�(QJHOV¶V�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�KLV�FULWLTXH�
RI�SROLWLFDO�HFRQRP\��ZH�UHVSRQGHG�WR�WKH�FODLPV�WKDW�LGHQWL¿HV�(QJHOV¶V�0DU[LVP�
with a mechanical theory of collapse, as well as we tried to answer the claims that 
it laid the groundwork for reformism and Stalinism in a political sense. First, we 
H[DPLQHG�(QJHOV¶V�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PHWKRG�RI�Capital in which the criticisms 
made for his association with the historical and the logical, and that he developed 
a mechanical theory of collapse by distorting Marx’s original interpretation in 
WHUPV�RI�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�WHQGHQF\�RI�WKH�UDWH�RI�SUR¿W�WR�IDOO�LQ�WKH�HGLWRULDO�SURFHVV�
of the third volume of Capital�� :H� DUJXHG� WKDW� (QJHOV� DQDO\]HG� WKH� KLVWRULFDO�
development process of capitalism through the dialectical interplay of endogenous 
and exogenous factors and that there are asymmetric internal relations between base 
and superstructure. In this sense, we claimed that the law of the declining tendency 
RI�SUR¿W� UDWHV��ZKLFK�GHWHUPLQHV� WKH�G\QDPLFV�RI�FULVLV� WKDW�FUHDWH�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�
barbarism is not based on the assumption that capitalism linearly developed and 
will collapse and transform into socialism automatically. In the context of the 
dialectical interaction of the law in an endogenous sense, we tried to expose with 
the countervailing tendencies determined by the superstructural exogenous factors, 
the contingent character of the fate of capitalism. We argued that socialism emerged 
as a historical possibility thanks to the productive forces and socialized production 
that capitalism developed through a dialectical reversal. Finally, we argued that 
(QJHOV� PDGH� LPSRUWDQW� FRQWULEXWLRQV� WR� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� F\FOHV� RI� FODVV� VWUXJJOH�
RQ�WKH�WDFWLFDO�OHYHO��XQOLNH�WKH�UHIRUPLVW�DQG�6WDOLQLVW�FXUUHQWV�WKDW�LGHQWL¿HG�WKH�
so-called collapse process of capitalism with the socialist construction process. 
:H� SURSRVHG� WKDW� DV� (QJHOV� GLG� QRW� FUXGHO\� VFKHPDWL]H� KLVWRU\� LQ� DQ\�ZD\�� KH�
HPSKDVL]HG�WKDW��IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�KLVWRU\�WKDW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRPPXQLVW�VWUXJJOH�
the masses should take the responsibility of self-determination by controlling the 
historical laws which govern them self-consciously and democratically. 

(QJHOV�PD\�KDYH�IRFXVHG�RQ�REMHFWLYH�IDFWRUV�LQ�KLV�WKHRU\�DJDLQVW�WKH�VXEMHFWLYLVW�
tendencies that arise in the particular conjuncture he was in. But bending the theory 
a little in the axis of objective factors does not make him an objectivist in no way 
GHQ\LQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�VXEMHFWLYLW\��$V�(QJHOV�H[SUHVVHG�

0DU[�DQG�,�DUH�RXUVHOYHV�SDUWO\�WR�EODPH�IRU�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�\RXQJHU�SHRSOH�VRPH-
times lay more stress on the economic side than is due to it. We had to emphasise 
the main principle vis-à-vis our adversaries, who denied it, and we had not always 
the time, the place or the opportunity to give their due to the other elements in-
volved in the interaction. But when it came to presenting a section of history, that 
is, to making a practical application, it was a different matter and there no error 
was permissible. Unfortunately, however, it happens only too often that people 
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think they have fully understood a new theory and can apply it without more ado 
from the moment they have assimilated its main principles, and even those not al-
ZD\V�FRUUHFWO\��$QG�,�FDQQRW�H[HPSW�PDQ\�RI�WKH�PRUH�UHFHQW�́ 0DU[LVWVµ�IURP�WKLV�
reproach, for the most amazing rubbish has been produced in this quarter, too....68

$V�D�UHVXOW��(QJHOV�LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�0DU[LVW��ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�FRQVLVWHQWO\�DW�ERWK�WKH�
philosophical, economic, and political levels, and loyal to Marx’s teachings, who 
has succeeded in directing praxis by remaining conscious of the conditions that 
limit it, without being stuck with either idealism or mechanical materialism, nor 
fatalism or voluntarism.

�� Friedrich Engels, “Engels to J. Bloch, In K¶nigsberg, September 21, 1890”, in Historical Mate-
rialism (Marx, Engels, Lenin), Progress Publishers, 1972 p. 294 – 296, KWWSV���ZZZ�PDU[LVWV�RUJ�
DUFKLYH�PDU[�ZRUNV������OHWWHUV���B��B���KWP.


