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Revolt of the urban poor in 
France

Hasan Refik

The streets of France were ablaze for the better part of a week. The brave 
\oXnJ SeoSle� Postl\ of 1orth $frLFan or sXE�6aharan $frLFan GesFent� froP the 
“banlieues” or the poor neighborhoods that surround French cities, especially Paris, 
0arseLlle� anG /\on� tooN to the streets ZLth theLr rLJhtfXl hatreG� settLnJ ¿re to 
SolLFe statLons anG SolLFe YehLFles� or to YarLoXs EXLlGLnJs the\ LGentL¿eG ZLth 
the state. When they could not put their hands on those, they burned garbage bins, 
Fars� anG EXs stoSs� %\ -Xl\ �� Lt Zas estLPateG that Pore than ������ JarEaJe ELns� 
nearly 6,000 vehicles, and over a thousand buildings were burned or damaged. So 
Ee Lt� 2ne shoXlG JLYe sFant attentLon to PaterLal GestrXFtLon Zhen the SolLFe haYe 
killed yet another child of the working people. I am neither an insurance seller by 
SrofessLon nor haYe the haELt of laPentLnJ oYer EXLlGLnJs ZhLle ZorNLnJ�Flass \oXth 
are being butchered in broad daylight. For me, the importance of the burning streets 
of )ranFe lLes Ln Zhat the\ sLJnal for Flass strXJJles� ¿rst anG forePost Ln (XroSe� 
but also worldwide.

France at a tipping point
)ranFe holGs a SeFXlLar SlaFe Ln ��st�FentXr\ (XroSe� :hLle Ln Pan\ (XroSean 

�anG :estern Ln Jeneral� FoXntrLes� the EoXrJeoLsLe Zas aEle to laXnFh Lts onslaXJhts 
against the gains of the working class under auspicious conditions, the belated 
French bourgeoisie found a formidable opponent. This was covered in depth by 
oXr FoPraGe 6XnJXr 6aYran Ln a TXrNLsh�lanJXaJe artLFle he SenneG Ln �����1  The 

1 6XnJXr 6aYran� ³)ransa¶Ga µ0e]arGa (PeNliliN¶ 0�FaGelesL h]erine �� Te]´� � $Sril ����� 
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resXlts Zere on�anG�o൵ ÀarLnJ XSs of the Flass strXJJle alPost eYer\ \ear ZLthoXt 
fail since 2016, save for a short hiatus during the heyday of the Covid pandemic. 
The form of these struggles, and even the social forces leading them, changed from 
\ear to \ear� %Xt the lonJ anG ¿erFe Eattles ZaJeG E\ ZorNers� SXElLF serYants� anG 
the loZer strata of the Sett\ EoXrJeoLsLe �Post notaEl\ Ln the Fase of the <elloZ 
9ests�� as Zell as XnLYersLt\ anG hLJh sFhool stXGents� Ln GL൵erLnJ FoPELnatLons 
anG ZLth XneTXal strenJth froP \ear to \ear� rePaLneG a Fonstant�  , PaGe thLs 
point already well before the urban poor revolts in the summer, on the occasion of 
the strike movement of the French working class against the new pension bill, in a 
TXrNLsh�lanJXaJe SLeFe�2 Now, the revolt of the poor neighborhoods, coming on the 
heels of the strike movement, marks an acceleration in the spasmodic movement of 
French politics over the last eight years.

The FontraFtLons haYe EeFoPe eYer Pore freTXent� anG the ELrth Ls LPPLnent� 
A birth, or a breaking point, is looming large over French politics, yet only the 
course of the class struggle will determine whether the outcome of this turning 
SoLnt Ln )ranFe ZLll Ee the Post aGYanFeG e[aPSle of the alreaG\�raSLGl\�rLsLnJ 
fasFLsP Ln the ��st FentXr\ or the ¿rst GeFLsLYe YLFtor\ of the ZorNLnJ Flass� ThLs Ls 
EeFaXse )ranFe� alonJ ZLth ,tal\� Ls the (XroSean FoXntr\ Zhere Sroto�fasFLsP anG 
fasFLsP �ZhLFh Jo hanG Ln hanG� as , ZLll GLsFXss later� haYe reaFheG theLr Jreatest 
strenJth� PXt GL൵erentl\� Eoth reYolXtLonar\ anG GLstLnFtl\ reaFtLonar\ oXtFoPes 
are conceivable. If the window of opportunity for a revolutionary solution is to be 
missed, and the French working class and working people are unable to give the 
FoXS Ge JraFe to the eneP\� fasFLsP Ls lXrNLnJ to seL]e ¿rst )ranFe anG then (XroSe 
E\ the throat� ThLs Ls the FrX[ of the Patter� )ranFe Fannot rePaLn 0aFron¶s )ranFe� 
(Lther the ZorNLnJ Flass ZLll FoPe to SoZer anG sXFFeeG Ln FreatLnJ  )ranFe Ln Lts 
own image, or the hideous face of fascism will rise from France.

The nature of the rebellion from 2005 to 2023
The mass mobilization that broke out on June 27, when cops shot dead Nahel, a 

���\ear�olG 1orth $frLFan Eo\� Zas neLther the ¿rst nor ZLll Lt Ee the last� $lthoXJh 
they seldom turn into revolts, French banlieues often witness demonstrations, 
sometimes spanning more than one city, more often than not happening against 
police violence. So, in a sense, banlieue protests are a regular item in French politics. 
2ne Pa\ Ee LPSresseG E\ the strenJth anG sSreaG of the Srotests noZ� EXt theLr 
e[LstenFe shoXlG FoPe as no sXrSrLse� 2n the Yer\ Fontrar\� those Zho seeN to treaG 
the path of revolution in France should, or should have taken into account the actions 
of the poor neighborhoods and, as its zenith, the revolts as part and parcel of this 
reYolXtLon �, ZLll FoPe EaFN to thLs later Ln the artLFle�� 

 Let me start by contextualizing the 2023 banlieue revolt. Many observers, 
friends and foes alike, have rightly compared it to the revolts in 2005, which lasted 

https���JerFeNJa]etesi�.net�XlXslararasi�fransada�mezarda�ePeNliliN�PXFaGelesi�X]erine�22�tez.
2 +asan 5efiN� ³)ransa¶Ga *reY 'alJasÕ� �� 0a\Õs TaNsiP� (n *�]el .ÕlÕ÷Õ\la� øúoL Tulumuyla”, 
27 March 2023, https���JerFeNJa]etesi�.net�XlXslararasi�fransada�grev�GalJasi�31�Pa\is�taNsiP�
en�guzel�NiliJinGa�isFi�tulumuyla.
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for weeks. The mere existence of the 2023 uprising is of great importance as it 
proves that the 2005 banlieue revolt was neither an exception nor an oddity, but 
that thLs ShenoPenon ZLll FontLnXe to Sla\ a role Ln ��st�FentXr\ )renFh SolLtLFs� 
%e\onG thLs EroaG�ErXsh oEserYatLon� the ���� reYolt shoZs a nXPEer of FontLnXLtLes 
ZLth Lts SreGeFessor Ln ����� as Zell as soPe GL൵erenFes� )Lrst� the Post LPSortant 
one. The nature of the revolt and the composition of the classes and social strata 
within it are almost exactly the same. The main force of the revolt is the urban poor 
youth living in the neighborhoods surrounding France’s big cities – also known as 
banlieues. The lives of urban poor youth in these neighborhoods, as in many other 
FoXntrLes� shoZ a sLJnL¿Fant SerPeaELlLt\ ZLth the lXPSenSroletarLat� 2n the one 
hand, when they can land a job, these youths work at the neighborhood doner shop 
or ³taEaF�´ a NLnG of )renFh Fo൵eehoXse that sells toEaFFo� Fo൵ee� anG alFohol� 
or Lf the faPLl\ has a Far� the\ ZorN as 8Eer GrLYers at nLJht� 6LnFe eYen these 
precarious job opportunities are limited, when they are out of their reach, they turn 
to the illegal activities of the lumpenproletariat. The most common form of this is 
the sPall�sFale sale of GrXJs� esSeFLall\ FannaELs� Ln the neLJhEorhooG� The LPSaFt 
of thLs transLtLYLt\ PanLfests Ltself Ln YarLoXs Za\s� )Lrst of all� GrXJ Xse Ls TXLte 
common among banlieue youth. Although I do not have statistics on this issue, I 
would extrapolate from personal experience that the use of drugs, particularly their 
loZ�strenJth anG eas\�to�¿nG NLnG� Ls PXFh hLJher aPonJ EanlLeXe \oXth than aPonJ 
other social groups. Moreover, the prevalence of drug dealing and drug gangs also 
a൵eFts the SolLtLFal FlLPate Ln the neLJhEorhooGs� esSeFLall\ Ln the 0arseLlle area� 
'XrLnJ the ���� rLots� one of the Post LPSortant reasons that the EanlLeXes aroXnG 
Marseille remained silent was the intervention of drug gangs. The fact that this time, 
GesSLte the LnÀXenFe of the GrXJ JanJs� the reYolt has PoELlL]eG hXJe FhXnNs of the 
local youth in the Marseille neighborhoods has attracted the attention of even the 
bourgeois newspapers. This must be written in the list of the rebellion’s successes.

2ne shoXlG also note that there Ls a SalSaEle SroletarLanL]atLon aPonJ 
neighborhood youth, especially with the increasing number of them working as 
delivery people for online apps. Working in this sector becomes an increasingly 
YLaEle oStLon aPonJ neLJhEorhooG \oXth� Eoth EeFaXse Lt Goes not reTXLre sSeFLal 
traLnLnJ anG EeFaXse Lt Goes not reTXLre an\ XSfront FaSLtal� sXFh as� for LnstanFe� 
¿nGLnJ a YehLFle for 8Eer� The GeYeloSPent of thLs seFtor Ln the neLJhEorhooGs� 
which is much more suitable for collective organization than, say, working in a 
doner or tabac, should be noted as a trend that may have important repercussions 
in the future. However, this tendency is still only a nucleus and has not yet reached 
a GeFLsLYe sLJnL¿FanFe� ,t shoXlG Ee aGGeG that ZorNers Ln thLs seFtor Ln )ranFe 
have not yet undertaken collective actions or mass organizing on the scale seen in 
TXrNe\� *reeFe� or eYen Ln YarLoXs *Xlf FoXntrLes� The XnLon orJanL]LnJ e൵orts Ln 
thLs ¿elG� ZhLFh haYe LnFreaseG raSLGl\ Ln reFent \ears� Pa\ FhanJe thLs sLtXatLon 
in the future. For now, however, we note this as a trend to be followed rather than 
a decisive factor.

This is a youth revolt through and through. According to statistics provided by 
the French state, the average age of the 3,600 people detained as of July 4 was 
��� , thLnN one ZoXlG Ee harG�SresseG to ¿nG another e[aPSle of a Pass of tens 
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of thousands, maybe hundreds of thousands of young people, almost all of them 
FhLlGren� taNLnJ to the streets alPost on theLr oZn anG ¿JhtLnJ the SolLFe� $nother 
importance of this statistic is that it gives clues about the relationship between 2005 
and 2023. I am positive that many of the young people who participated in this uprising 
must have heard tales of heroism about 2005 from their older brothers and sisters in 
the neighborhood. However, the average age of the detainees shows that many of 
the young people who fought in the 2023 revolts were not even born at the time of 
the 2005 uprising. In other words, a whole new generation is rising up against the 
same problems, using the same methods, in the same neighborhoods. The conclusion 
shoXlG Ee Flear� ,t taNes no PaJLF Eall to SreGLFt that the reYolt of the EanlLeXes ZLll 
play a major role on the road to revolution in France well beyond 2023.

2ne of the elePents that JLYes the sLtXatLon Ln the )renFh EanlLeXes Lts 
sSeFL¿FLt\ Ls the entanJlePent of the Flass strXJJle anG the natLonal TXestLon� The 
overwhelming majority of the urban poor youth mentioned above are descendants of 
SeoSle froP )ranFe¶s forPer FolonLes Ln 1orth $frLFa �0oroFFo� $lJerLa� TXnLsLa� 
and West Africa. This has several implications. First, most of these young people 
are 0XslLP� ,nGeeG� a hXJe Eanner ZLth the Shrase ³$llah \ rahPo 1ahel´ � the 
French spelling of the Arabic phrase meaning “May Allah have mercy on Nahel” 
� has Eeen seen at GePonstratLons at the hanGs of \oXnJ SeoSle� ThLs Peans that 
these \oXnJ SeoSle are GLreFtl\ a൵eFteG E\ the JroZLnJ ,slaPoShoELa Ln )ranFe� 
Secondly, these Arab and black youth, Muslim or not, are often subjected to the 
most vicious racism. The third point is directly related to the previous one. These 
young people are indeed struggling with racism, but contrary to what Western 
PeGLa fraPes Lt throXJh a lLEeral lens� thLs Ls not aEoXt ³¿JhtLnJ raFLst SreMXGLFes 
within France.” The poor people of these neighborhoods do not face racism simply 
EeFaXse the\ looN GL൵erent� 8nlLNe� for e[aPSle� &hLnese LPPLJrants �Zho are 
Yer\ nXPeroXs� esSeFLall\ Ln soPe )renFh FLtLes�� the\ are sXEMeFteG to a FontePSt 
that is nothing but the veinous legacy of French colonialism, since they come from 
France’s former colonies. The police behave as if they were on colonial soil in the 
neLJhEorhooGs Ln TXestLon� anG the state often aFts no GL൵erent than an oFFXS\LnJ 
power would. In response, especially among the North African youth, embracing 
the national symbols of their country of origin becomes a form of challenging this 
oSSressLon� (Yer\ PaMor YLFtor\ of the $lJerLan natLonal teaP tXrns Lnto a hXJe 
demonstration. From time to time, the state responds with the bizarre decision to 
Ean the À\LnJ of the $lJerLan ÀaJ� for e[aPSle� Ln 1LFe GXrLnJ the ���� :orlG &XS� 
This multidimensional national contradiction, combined with class contradictions, 
creates an extraordinarily explosive setting.

Another continuity between 2005 and 2023 reveals perhaps the greatest 
ZeaNness of the Srotests� 2n the one hanG� the \oXth GLsSla\ an alPost astonLshLnJ 
FaSaFLt\ for orJanL]atLon� %oth the YLGeos anG the e\eZLtness aFFoXnts GLsSla\ that� 
Ln Pan\ Fases� JroXSs of \oXnJ SeoSle ZearLnJ soPe NLnG of XnLforP �XsXall\ 
FonsLstLnJ of ElaFN traFNsXLts� Zere the EeatLnJ heart of the Srotests� TXLFNl\ anG 
cohesively determining the route to be taken and even the targets to be attacked. 
,n soPe Fases� these JroXSs are saLG to haYe sXE�XnLts that Xse GL൵erent LnsLJnLa� 
)or e[aPSle� a JroXS resSonsLEle for EreaNLnJ seFXrLt\ FaPeras Zas LGentL¿eG E\ Lts 
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GL൵erent FlothLnJ� ThLs SroFlLYLt\ for sXFFessfXl TXasL�PLlLtar\ orJanL]atLons also 
JLYes hLnts as to hoZ a EXnFh of ���\ear�olGs Fan ¿Jht arPeG state forFes tooth anG 
nail for days on end.

An excellent capacity for military organization, but only military organization, 
alas� ,n ����� as Ln ����� the reYolt Ls XnaEle to SroGXFe froP ZLthLn Ltself a self�
organization similar to the forums of, say, the popular revolt in Turkey in 2013, 
or a leader or a committee that can formulate its demands. The conclusion to be 
GraZn froP thLs Ls not �as the )renFh state anG Lts PeGLa haYe PaGe Lt oXt to Ee� that 
these Srotests are not SolLtLFall\ orLenteG� %Xt Lt Goes shoZ that� XnlLNe� for e[aPSle� 
the workers’ protests, the banlieue youth, which is a bit of a greenhorn actor in 
historical terms, is still at the beginning of its struggle and cannot base itself on a 
historical experience in organizing.

The disadvantage created by the movement’s lack of internal organization in 
���� FaPe to a heaG Zhen state forFes XseG thLs ZeaNness to Lsolate the reYolt� %oth 
the state and media hammered the same misleading message time and again – that 
there was nothing political about the uprising, and it was but the doings of a group 
of racaille� or the sFXP �as SXt E\ the LnfaPoXs 1LFolas 6arNo]\� then 0LnLster of 
the ,nterLor�� 8nfortXnate as Lt Ls� ZLthoXt a FoXnter�narratLYe froP the reYoltLnJ 
youth themselves, these arguments came to convince the overwhelming majority of 
French society. The state returned to the same tactic in 2023. It has managed to rally 
the lLNes of )aELen 5oXssel� leaGer of the )renFh &oPPXnLst Part\ �P&)�� EehLnG Lt� 
saying that there is no politics here, only blind violence.

8nlLNe Ln ����� thLs state taFtLF has not SroGXFeG FoPSlete sXFFess� 2n the one 
hand, the protests did fail to enlist the backing of the majority of the population in 
the Solls� Fontrar\ to the Fase GXrLnJ the <elloZ 9ests or Pore reFent laEor Srotests� 
�� SerFent of the SXElLF ¿nG 1ahel¶s NLllLnJ ³Lne[SlLFaEle´ anG ´Lne[FXsaEle�́  
aFForGLnJ to a Soll E\ the (laEe FoPSan\� +oZeYer� Zhen asNeG Zhether the\ ¿nG 
the protesters’ violence against the police understandable, only 20 percent said that 
the\ FonFXr ZLth the statePent �althoXJh Lt shoXlG Ee noteG that thLs SerFentaJe 
reaFhes �� aPonJ \oXnJ SeoSle XnGer ���� $s PentLoneG aEoYe� the LnaELlLt\ of the 
youth to organize their own committees and spokespersons to challenge the picture 
depicted by the state plays an important role in this conundrum. However, the fact 
that tZo oXt of eYer\ ¿Ye \oXnJ SeoSle ± reSresentLnJ the Jeneral Sro¿le of the 
)renFh \oXth ± FoPe to the raGLFal SosLtLon of ³¿nGLnJ the YLolenFe aJaLnst the 
police understandable” can be seen as an accumulation of the fact that in the last 
eight years, a wide variety of groups in France have fought against the state and the 
police.

%Xt the Post LPSortant reason Zh\ the ���� EanlLeXe XSrLsLnJ FoXlG not Ee 
isolated like 2005 is that various left and revolutionary groups in the big cities 
showed solidarity with the uprising. We use the word “solidarity” deliberately and do 
not give it an absolutely positive connotation, as does the left in general. In France, 
a sLJnL¿Fant Sart of the PaLnstreaP left anG the e[tra�SarlLaPentar\ left forFes� 
e[FeSt the P&)� not to FoXnt -ean�/XF 0plenFhon¶s Sart\� 8nEoZeG )ranFe �/),�� 
shoZeG solLGarLt\ ZLth the EanlLeXe reYolt� %Xt thLs solLGarLt\ PXst Ee XnGerstooG 
GLaleFtLFall\� 2n the one hanG� thLs solLGarLt\ anG s\PEolLF aFtLons Zere a ¿rst steS 
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toZarG EreaNLnJ the LsolatLon� %Xt FhoosLnJ s\PEolLF solLGarLt\ LnsteaG of rall\LnJ 
to the ranks of the revolt, instead of trying to mobilize the working class with the 
TXLntessentLal PethoGs of thLs Flass� sXFh as strLNes anG faFtor\ oFFXSatLons� Ls also 
choosing not to be part of the revolt. For now, I will content myself with mentioning 
this issue in relation to breaking the isolation of the revolt and leave aside the second 
dimension of the topic to be picked up in the last part of this article.

2ne of the Post LPSortant GL൵erenFes EetZeen ���� anG ���� Ls the JeoJraShLFal 
spread of the revolt this time. In 2005, the revolt was limited to the neighborhoods 
surrounding the big cities, especially Paris. Now, it has spread to hundreds of 
settlements all over France. According to the reactionary French newspaper La 
Croix, ��� settlePents Ln total haYe Eeen a൵eFteG�3 The Sroto�fasFLst leaGer 0arLne 
/e Pen has also aFNnoZleGJeG thLs sSreaG� sa\LnJ �alEeLt for GL൵erent SXrSoses� 
that XntLl noZ� onl\ the ELJ FLtLes Zere a൵eFteG E\ thLs SroEleP� Zhereas noZ 
smaller settlements face the same issue. For Marine Le Pen, making this point is 
a transSarent attePSt to sFare the ZhLte )renFh SoSXlatLon Lnto her ranNs� %Xt the 
fact stands, and the geographical spread of the protests points to another prospect. 
Just a few months ago, I wrote that the protests against the pension bill had spread 
to small towns across France in an unprecedented way.4 While the workers’ actions 
are penetrating the capillaries of France, the revolt of the banlieue youth is also 
reaFhLnJ the sPall toZns� shoZLnJ that Lt Ls no lonJer Fon¿neG to the ELJJest FLtLes� 
The form of the relationship between these two forces will be determined by the 
struggle for hegemony in the coming months and years. The clout of Marine Le 
Pen anG Sroto�fasFLsP Ln the sPall toZns anG FLtLes Zhere the ZorNers¶ Srotests haYe 
reFentl\ sSreaG� anG the LnÀXenFe of Sroto�fasFLsP on the ZorNers Ln these areas� 
Pean that there Ls eYen a rLsN of an LnterneFLne ¿Jht EetZeen the EanlLeXe \oXth anG 
the ZorNers Ln the sPall toZns� %Xt Lf )renFh ZorNers sXFFeeG Ln reaFhLnJ oXt to 
their brothers and sisters in the banlieues, if they succeed in making them understand 
that their interests and their bid for liberation are one and the same, then the alliance 
between the working class and the banlieue youth will become a frightening 
force to be reckoned with not only in the big cities but throughout France. This 
Fon¿JXratLon ZoXlG SXt the )renFh EoXrJeoLsLe anG rLsLnJ fasFLsP on the EaFN foot� 
In other words, the daunting prospect of rural France besieging revolutionary Paris, 
present throughout the history of revolutions in France, will come to naught from 
the very beginning.

The law of war and contradictions with the French state
1oZ� let Xs tXrn oXr attentLon to the other sLGe of the EarrLFaGe� 0\ ¿rst SoLnt 

concerns an issue that the Western press, which eagerly jumps on when the same thing 
haSSens Ln +onJ .onJ or ,ran� has sXFFessfXll\ anG FonYenLentl\ neJleFteG� $fter 
the aSSeasePent taFtLFs of the ¿rst �� hoXrs� the )renFh state aSSlLeG Zhat aPoXnts 

3 %ernarG *orFe� ³/a Farte Ges pPeXtes Ge ���� n¶est SlXs Felle Ges © EanlieXes FhaXGes ª´� �� 
July 2023, httSs���tin\Xrl�FoP���X[�FY]�
4 +asan 5efiN� ³)ransa¶Ga *reY 'alJasÕ´� httSs���JerFeNJa]etesi��net�XlXslararasi�fransaGa�JreY�
GalJasi����Pa\is�taNsiP�en�JX]el�NiliJinGa�isFi�tXlXPX\la�



191

Urban revolt in France

to the law of war against the banlieue youth both during and after the riots. Although 
it is not possible to get our hands on exact statistics on this, the violence against 
the detained protesters, both during detention and in the police vehicle and police 
station, is not unlike what one would see in the states that the Western media would 
call a “regime” in a heartbeat. Most of the protesters taken to court have marks of 
police violence on their faces or bodies. The courts are working like an accelerated 
sentenFLnJ faFtor\� -Xst a ZeeN Lnto the Srotests� ��� of the aSSro[LPatel\ ����� 
people detained had already been convicted. There is no doubt that this number 
has LnFreaseG thereafter� %Xt MXst as LPSortantl\� , EelLeYe that thLs sLtXatLon FarrLes 
meanings beyond the usual violence of the bourgeois state, betraying important 
FontraGLFtLons ZLthLn the )renFh state� anG Ls Zorth GLsseFtLnJ fXrther� /et Xs ¿rst 
recall the course of the main events.

$fter the neZs of 1ahel¶s PXrGer EroNe� Ln the ¿rst �� hoXrs� )renFh PresLGent 
(PPanXel 0aFron ePSlo\eG a taFtLF that Zas Peant to LllXstrate the SXrSorteGl\ 
benevolent face of the state. Nahel was murdered in the early hours of the morning 
of June 27, and protests emerged the following night with great force in Nanterre, 
Nahel’s neighborhood, where the murder took place, but had not yet reached the 
sFale of a natLonZLGe reYolt� 8nGer these FLrFXPstanFes� 0aFron anG the )renFh 
state evidently thought that they could defuse the protests before they escalated, 
SerhaSs eYen FontaLnLnJ theP Ln 1anterre� 2n -Xne ��� after the ¿rst nLJht of 
Srotests� (PPanXel 0aFron LssXeG a statePent sa\LnJ that 1ahel¶s PXrGer Zas 
³Lne[SlLFaEle´ anG ³Lne[FXsaEle´ anG e[SresseG hLs JrLef� 2n the saPe Ga\� PrLPe 
0LnLster (lLsaEeth %orne e[SresseG her FonGolenFes to 1ahel¶s faPLl\� sa\LnJ� ³there 
shall Ee no GoXEt that MXstLFe ZLll Ee serYeG�´ (Yen Pore FoXnter�LnstLtXtLYel\� ,nterLor 
0LnLster *pralG 'arPanLn ± Zho holGs the GXELoXs honor of JLYLnJ fasFLst 0arLne /e 
Pen a run for her money when it comes to justifying and endorsing state violence against 
immigrants and minorities – said on the same day that the videos of Nahel’s murder 
Zere ³shoFNLnJ´ anG that the SolLFe o൶Fer Ln TXestLon haG Eeen sXsSenGeG�

2n the seFonG anG thLrG nLJhts� as the Srotests sSreaG aFross the FoXntr\ anG 
turned into a revolt, the French state changed course. When it became clear that 
the \oXth ZoXlG not Ee fooleG E\ the so�FalleG EeneYolenFe of the state nor E\ the 
promises of justice that had been given a thousand times and broken a thousand 
times before, state brutality came into play. Apparently, misgivings within the state 
continued on June 29. As the protests spread across the country and the police force 
GeSlo\eG aJaLnst the Srotests LnFreaseG GrastLFall\ �eYen at the SeaN of the strLNes 
and street clashes in March, 12,000 police were deployed, while this number was 
������ on the eYenLnJ of -Xne ��� LnFreasLnJ to ������ E\ -Xne ���� PrLPe 0LnLster 
%orne stateG on -Xne �� that the FonGLtLons for the state of ePerJenF\ haG not \et 
been established.

-Xne �� saZ tZo strLNLnJ GeYeloSPents� 2n the one hanG� PrLPe 0LnLster %orne 
indicated that the government’s position had changed within 24 hours and that 
a state of ePerJenF\ Zas on the taEle� 2n the other hanG� the tZo PaMor SolLFe 
unions in France issued a joint statement saying, ”we are at war against the pest” 
anG ´the FoSs are ¿JhtLnJ EeFaXse Ze are at Zar�´ )or all Lntents anG SXrSoses� the 
statement amounted to nothing less than a call for civil war. The last sentence of the 
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declaration, which reads, ”tomorrow we will be in resistance, and the government 
must realize this,” is particularly striking in the French context, where the word 
´resLstanFe´ �/a 5psLstanFe� LPPeGLatel\ ErLnJs Xs to the arPeG strXJJle of the 
SartLsans GXrLnJ the 6eFonG :orlG :ar� ,n other ZorGs� ZLth thLnl\�YeLleG PenaFes� 
these cop unions were threatening to take up arms – with or without the government.

(Yen Lf Ze Go not reaG too PXFh Lnto thLs tLPLnJ� the sLPXltaneLt\ of the tZo 
statements is striking for more than one reason. The two police unions that made this 
statePent �$llLanFe anG 816$ PolLFe� reFeLYeG aroXnG �� SerFent of the Yote Ln the 
���� SolLFe XnLon eleFtLons� :hen the\ stooG LnGeSenGentl\ Ln ���� anG ����� theLr 
combined vote was around 45 percent. Hence, this statement cannot be explained 
away as a harsh declaration by a fringe police organization. Rather, it means that 
half of the police apparatus is challenging the government and declaring that they 
will act independently of the government, if need be. To this picture, one must add 
the statePent of another� PXFh sPaller SolLFe XnLon �)ranFe PolLFe�PolLFLers en 
&olqre� �ZhLFh Jot aroXnG three SerFent of the Yote Ln the saPe eleFtLons�� ZhLFh 
openly congratulated the police for killing Nahel. This means that more than half 
of the police apparatus is lined up behind the program of civil war. It has long 
Eeen NnoZn that fasFLsP� Ln SartLFXlar 0arLne /e Pen¶s Sart\� the 51 �1atLonal 
5all\�� helG Jreat sZa\ oYer the )renFh SolLFe� %Xt ZLth the FrLsLs that EeJan ZLth 
the revolts in the banlieues, this force is raising its head and openly challenging the 
FXrrent rXlers of the state for the ¿rst tLPe� ThLs Pa\ not Ee the last� ToGa\� EeFaXse 
the SolLtLFal FrLsLs enGeG relatLYel\ TXLFNl\� the $llLanFe�816$ PolLFe allLanFe ± 
which seems to be acting as a united front of the fascists within the police – has 
onl\ LssXeG an XltLPatXP� ,n the not�so�GLstant fXtXre� anG Ln the eYent of a lonJer anG 
deeper crisis, it should not be ruled out that this could go well beyond an ultimatum, 
and that important sections of the police could rally under the control of the 
fascists.

In my view, this threat to Macron’s control over the state’s coercive apparatus 
is one of the elements that explain the French state’s application of a sort of law of 
war. Lest there be any confusion, this does not mean that Macron and the French state 
would not have used force against the revolts without the threat posed by the fascists 
through the police unions. Such moments of revolt and crisis are always the moments 
when the true limits of bourgeois democracy are revealed. What matters here is that 
GXrLnJ the reYolt� the 0aFron JoYernPent Zas not onl\ ¿JhtLnJ the reYolt Ltself 
but also struggling to keep its hegemony within the state, which on the surface was 
a test of Lts Fontrol oYer the SolLFe aSSaratXs �EXt ZhLFh Pa\ also haYe Lts reÀeFtLon 
ZLthLn the )renFh haXte EoXrJeoLsLe anG the arP\�� PraFtLFes sXFh as the FonYLFtLon 
of hundreds of protesters within a few days and the complete carte blanche to police 
brutality are maneuvers at least partly designed to come on top in the struggle for 
hegemony over the police apparatus. The presence as Minister of the Interior of 
*pralG 'arPanLn� Zho Zas NnoZn to haYe MoLneG fasFLst orJanL]atLons Ln hLs \oXth 
anG often resSonGeG to /e Pen¶s antL�LPPLJrant statePents E\ XSSLnJ the ante anG 
E\ ³oXt�fasFLst�LnJ´ /e Pen� Ls one of 0aFron¶s Post LPSortant trXPS FarGs Ln thLs 
struggle for hegemony.

The reSerFXssLons of thLs fraFtXre are also lLNel\ to ¿nG an eFho� alEeLt less 
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YLsLEle� Ln the ranNs of the haXte EoXrJeoLsLe anG the PLlLtar\� The 0('()� )ranFe¶s 
PaLn Eoss XnLon� has enMo\eG e[FeStLonall\ JooG relatLons ZLth (PPanXel 0aFron� 
%Xt the fraFtXres EetZeen the 0('() anG 0aFron haYe EeJXn to sXrfaFe� esSeFLall\ 
in spring 2023 with the protests against the new pension bill. Sometimes with 
LntentLonall\ leaNeG reSorts� soPetLPes ZLth thLnl\�YeLleG statePents� 0('() has 
begun to criticize Macron. And it just so happened that as the revolts were rocking 
)ranFe� 0('() helG Lnternal eleFtLons �sFheGXleG Zell Eefore the reYolts�� *eo൵ro\ 
5oX[ Ge %p]LeX[� Zho haG leG the orJanL]atLon for ¿Ye \ears� steSSeG GoZn anG 
Zas reSlaFeG E\ PatrLFN 0artLn� Zho haG Eeen Ge %p]LeX[¶s GeSXt\ XntLl then� There 
Ls no sLJn that 0artLn Ls SartLFXlarl\ antL�0aFron� %Xt Lt Ls noteZorth\ that the neZ 
leaGer of 0('() SroPLseG to Ee ³on the o൵ensLYe�´ 8nGer 0artLn¶s SresLGenF\� 
the fraFtXre lLnes EetZeen 0aFron anG the 0('()� of ZhLFh Ze haYe seen the ¿rst 
signs in 2023, could widen. A potential result of this tendency would be a faction 
of the haute bourgeoisie openly backing Le Pen’s RN or another form of fascism or 
Sroto�fasFLsP� ,t Ls SossLEle that Ln )ranFe� ZLth Lts FonFXrrent FrLses anG Srotests� 
Macron’s rule will start to seem too costly for the bourgeoisie. Right now, this is but 
a fracture, but the increase in workers’ protests and banlieue riots could lead the 
haute bourgeoisie to look for alternatives more suited to implement its intention to 
Ee ´on the o൵ensLYe´ ± /e Pen� ZLth her Lron ¿st� ZoXlG Ee a tePStLnJ oStLon�

There are no such concrete signs within the military at the moment. Two years ago, 
however, retired generals virtually issued an ultimatum to the Macron government, 
threatening a civil war in which “the death toll would be in the thousands,” in their 
ZorGs� ,PPeGLatel\ afterZarG� thLs tLPe aFtLYe�GXt\ o൶Fers �ZLthoXt reYealLnJ 
theLr naPes� GeFlareG theLr sXSSort for the XltLPatXP anG Lts aXthors� anG /e Pen 
immediately made public her support for the soldiers who penned the declaration and 
called on the soldiers to join her party, the RN. Moreover, in 2017, at the beginning 
of 0aFron¶s rXle� PLerre Ge 9LllLers� then &hLef of the *eneral 6ta൵� oSenl\ anG 
harshl\ FrLtLFL]eG (PPanXel 0aFron GXrLnJ the -Xl\ �� FeleEratLons� )ranFe¶s 
national holiday, revealing the tension between the military and the government. 
Let anyone be gullible enough to think that the military would stand aloof in a 
political crisis that would pit the haute bourgeoisie and the police apparatus against 
Macron. Let us not forget that France’s current 5th Republic is also the product of a 
PLlLtar\ FoXS Ln ����� trLJJereG E\ the $lJerLan 5eYolXtLon�

Fascism and proto-fascism lurking behind
Fascism is by far the political force most prepared for this major historical turning 

SoLnt Ln )ranFe� 2n the one hanG� the Sroto�fasFLst 0arLne /e Pen anG her Sart\� the 
RN, have spent the last 15 years growing almost incessantly under the conditions 
of the ThLrG *reat 'eSressLon� 51 has JraGXall\ attraFteG the ZorNLnJ Flass� 
historically the base of the French Communist Party, especially in the proletarian 
areas of northern France. It rallied the petty bourgeoisie around the party, especially 
Ln the so�FalleG SerLSher\ of )ranFe� that Ls� Ln the sPall anG often neJleFteG toZns� 
0oreoYer� throXJh a s\stePatLF oSeratLon of ³GpGLaEolLsatLon´ �Xn�GePonL]atLon 
of the Sart\� oYer the \ears� Lt FonYLnFeG the forFes that haG onFe shoZn theLr 
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willingness to unite against Le Pen both at the ballot box and on the streets – not 
least Ln the ���� eleFtLons � that 51 Zas ³MXst another Sart\ aPonJ SartLes�´ ,t also 
sXFFessfXll\ EraYeG the storPs that the Sart\ Zent throXJh� ,n ����� /e Pen¶s rLJht�
hanG Pan �anG reSresentatLYe of the antL�(8 ZLnJ of the Sart\� )lorLan PhLlLSSot 
sSlLt aZa\ froP the 51 �then NnoZn as the )1� anG foXnGeG hLs oZn Sart\� Ln 
����� a seFonG Sroto�fasFLst leaGer anG Sart\ to rLYal /e Pen ePerJeG Ln the Serson of 
(rLF =ePPoXr �SroEaEl\ ZLth 0aFron¶s XnGerhanGeG sXSSort to GLYLGe the fasFLst 
Yote�� EXt the rLse of /e Pen anG the 51 FontLnXeG XnaEateGl\� ToGa\� Ln the Fase of 
an eventual crisis that would create a political void – and in the glaring absence of 
a revolutionary alternative – the most likely force to take advantage of Macron’s 
undoing and come to power is Le Pen and the RN.

The FrLsLs trLJJereG E\ the PXrGer of 1ahel anG the ensXLnJ short�lLYeG reYolt 
enabled a number of forces in the fascist camp to make their move. We use the term 
³fasFLst FaPS´ GelLEeratel\� %eFaXse Lt Zas not onl\ /e Pen¶s Sart\� the 51� that Zas 
PoELlL]eG� EXt a nXPEer of orJanL]atLons larJe anG sPall� 'XrLnJ the reYolt� /e Pen 
was in the enviable position of sitting and letting Macron’s popular support wither 
away while her party stood to gain the most. Le Pen emphasized that both Macron 
anG the /5 �5eSXElLFans� Sart\� ZhLFh haG Eeen Ln SoZer Ln the reFent Sast �XnGer 
-aFTXes &hLraF anG 1LFholas 6arNo]\�� Zere resSonsLEle for thLs FrLsLs throXJh theLr 
LPPLJratLon anG seFXrLt\ SolLFLes� PXt GL൵erentl\� )renFh fasFLsP reFalleG that Lt 
Zas the onl\ forFe on the rLJht that Zas not resSonsLEle for thLs FrLsLs� �'on¶t Ee 
fooleG E\ the relatLYe PoGeratLon of the stanFe here� 0XssolLnL� Eefore he FaPe to 
power, led the “moderate” wing of his own party for a brief moment in what came 
Flose to a sFhLsP� eYen shoZLnJ taFtLFal Àe[LELlLt\ to the SoLnt of aGYoFatLnJ a trXFe 
ZLth the soFLalLsts�� ,n a sense� 51 leaGershLS NneZ that Xnless the\ PaGe a PLstaNe� 
thLs LssXe ZoXlG hXrt 0aFron anG LnFrease theLr sXSSort� so the\ TXLetl\ let the FrLsLs 
sFore SolLtLFal SoLnts for 51� The\ Zere not o൵ the ParN� ,n the ¿rst Sost�reYolt 
opinion polls, Marine Le Pen is placed on top with 37 percent popular support.

%Xt the 51 Zas not the onl\ one seL]LnJ the oFFasLon� $ nXPEer of oYertl\ fasFLst 
organizations, most of them organized in only one city, took to the streets with 
their militias in order to crush the revolt by blunt force. In the early days of the 
XSrLsLnJ� fasFLst TeleJraP Fhannels EeJan to FLrFXlate the Fall to ³reFonTXer ParLs 
with 10,000 men.” This initial call went unheeded, and there was no “march on 
ParLs�´ so to sSeaN� %Xt Ln a nXPEer of other FLtLes� loFal fasFLst JroXSs EeJan to 
orJanL]e to TXash the reYoltLnJ Passes ZLth NnLYes anG FlXEs� ,n $nJers� PePEers 
of the SreYLoXsl\ EanneG $lYarLXP orJanL]atLon �noZ FalleG 5('� Zent on the 
hunt for protesters with iron bars and baseball bats from June 30 on. In Lyon, 
³5ePSarts�/\on�´ the neZ naPe of the SreYLoXsl\ EanneG *pnpratLon ,GentLtaLre� 
anG Ln &haPEpr\� PePEers of the SreYLoXsl\ EanneG %astLon 6oFLal tooN to the 
streets armed with clubs.

This development is important in at least three regards. First, French fascism 
has made it clear that in the event of an uprising, it will emerge as the paramilitary 
forces of the established order. It goes without saying that in none of the examples 
PentLoneG aEoYe GLG the SolLFe Fonfront fasFLsts �ZLth the SartLal e[FeStLon of /\on� 
where the police are said to have used tear gas when the fascist militia tried to storm 
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the town hall, but it is clear that this was because the fascists were targeting state 
institutions and as long as the target of the attack was the protesters, cops had no 
TXalPs�� %Xt Ee\onG thLs� Ln /orLent� for e[aPSle� there haYe Eeen reSorts of PLlLtLas 
calling themselves “groupes anticasseurs” acting in concert with the police and 
beating young protesters under the benevolent eye of cops. Moreover, the French 
army was forced to launch an investigation after reports that these “anticasseurs” 
LnFlXGeG naY\ Pen �/orLent Ls one of )ranFe¶s Post LPSortant PLlLtar\ Sorts� so 
there are aroXnG ����� naYal Sersonnel Ln the FLt\�� This development amounts to 
nothing less than the French equivalent of Baltagiya (paramilitary forces used 
by Hosni Mubarak to quash the Egyptian revolution manu militari) making their 
debut on the political scene! The ePerJenFe of SolLFe�sanFtLoneG fasFLst YLolenFe 
anG the )renFh %altaJL\a Ls not aneFGotal� )roP thLs staJe onZarGs� eYer\ PaMor 
workers’ protest and every popular revolt has to take into account that it will have 
to ¿Jht the fasFLst PLlLtLas anG the )renFh %altaJL\a anG aFForGLnJl\ Freate Lts oZn 
self�Gefense aSSaratXs� not least the ZorNers¶ PLlLtLas� 

The seFonG LssXe� the relatLonshLS EetZeen Sroto�fasFLsP anG fasFLsP has 
sLJnL¿FanFe transFenGLnJ )ranFe� )or thLs reason� Ze hoSe that the reaGer ZLll hXPor 
my rather long digression on this issue. Revolutionary Marxism and its political 
tradition have for years called parties such as the RN in France, the Fratelli d’Italia 
�)G¶,� anG the /eJa Ln ,tal\� the $f' Ln *erPan\� anG 9o[ Ln 6SaLn Sroto�fasFLst 
instead of fascist. Perhaps the most decisive factor here was that these parties lacked 
PLlLtLas for street YLolenFe for the tLPe EeLnJ� anG Ln thLs resSeFt the\ GL൵ereG Eoth 
froP FlassLFal fasFLsP Ln *erPan\ anG ,tal\� anG froP reFent e[aPSles sXFh as the 
566 �1atLonal 9olXnteer 2rJanL]atLon� Ln ,nGLa or *olGen 'aZn Ln *reeFe �EanneG 
Ln ������ :e neYer e[FlXGeG the SossLELlLt\ that� at a FertaLn staJe� these Sroto�
fascist parties could organize their own paramilitary forces one way or another. I 
believe that the developments in France, especially in conjunction with Italy and 
the US, are beginning to reveal the concrete forms that the transformation of 
proto-fascism into fascism will take.

The relatLonshLS EetZeen Sroto�fasFLsts anG fasFLsts folloZeG tZo GLstLnFtl\ 
GL൵erent traMeFtorLes Ln ,tal\ anG )ranFe� ,n ,tal\� ,talLan fasFLsP haG lonJ Eeen a 
sLJnL¿Fant forFe� notaEl\ &asaPoXnG anG )or]a 1XoYa� $lthoXJh the\ laFNeG the 
Yotes� these orJanL]atLons haYe lonJ Eeen aEle to orJanL]e Ln Pan\ FLtLes� TXLFNl\ 
taNe to the streets� Xse YLolenFe anG� throXJh theLr Fentral orJanL]atLon� Ge¿ne an 
,tal\�ZLGe SolLtLFal strateJ\� The tZo PaMor ,talLan Sroto�fasFLst SartLes PentLoneG 
aEoYe� /eJa anG )G¶,� haG a sLJnL¿Fant EXt seFonGar\ SoZer Ln ,talLan SolLtLFs XntLl 
the PaMor EreaNthroXJh of the forPer Ln ��������� anG the latter Ln ���� �of FoXrse� 
Sroto�fasFLst SartLes Zere PXFh Pore PassLYe than fasFLst SartLes� anG E\ seFonGar\ 
here Ze Pean FoPSareG to other PaLnstreaP forFes Ln the FoXntr\¶s SolLtLFs�� ,n 
)ranFe� XntLl the last ¿Ye \ears� oSen fasFLst orJanL]atLons Zere sPall loFal JroXSs� 
ZLthoXt the SoZer to taNe to the streets anG ZLthoXt a natLonZLGe leaGershLS �the 
Sro�PonarFh\ fasFLst orJanL]atLon $FtLon )ranoaLse� ZhLFh Eoasts of EeLnJ the 
olGest SolLtLFal Sart\ Ln )ranFe� or the onFe aFtLYe *8'� ZhLFh haG a natLonZLGe 
orJanL]atLon EXt Zas Yer\ ZeaN�� The Sroto�fasFLst )1� on the other hanG� has FoPe 
oXt on toS or as a rXnner�XS Ln alPost eYer\ PaMor eleFtLon sLnFe �����
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,n the last feZ \ears� Sroto�fasFLsP Ln ,tal\ anG fasFLsP Ln )ranFe haYe sXrJeG 
to Freate a Pore eYen eTXatLon� The ,talLan Sroto�fasFLsts haYe LnFreaseG theLr Yotes 
by leaps and bounds and have even succeeded in forming a government, something 
that Le Pen has been denied for years. French fascists, on the other hand, have rapidly 
increased their militant power. At least since the university occupation movement of 
����� Lt starteG to FonstLtXte a forFe that has taNen to the streets at eYer\ PaMor tXrn� 
clashed with protesters, and some of its spokespeople have become nationally known 
PeGLa SersonalLtLes� ,n thLs SroFess� a 0oGXs 2SeranGL Ln the FollaEoratLon anG the 
alliance between the two sides has gradually become established. This relationship 
somewhat varies from case to case and from organization to organization. In Italy, 
for example, Fratelli d’Italia, the organizational successor of Mussolini’s PNF 
�1atLonal )asFLst Part\�� ZhLFh has Pan\ fasFLst FaGres Ln Lts ranNs� Fan GeYeloS 
sLJnL¿Fantl\ Pore GLreFt anG GeeSer relatLons ZLth fasFLst orJanL]atLons than the 
/eJa� ZhLFh FoPes froP a FoPSletel\ GL൵erent SolLtLFal EaFNJroXnG� ,n )ranFe� 
(rLF =ePPoXr¶s 5eFonTXrte� ZhLFh ePerJeG sXGGenl\ Ln the ���� SresLGentLal 
elections, has become a shell for fascist organizations and cadres to use as a kind of 
united front, especially during the electoral process, given that – and unlike the RN 
± Lt Goes not haYe lonJ�stanGLnJ loFal orJanL]atLons� %Xt Ee\onG these GL൵erenFes� 
in general, the fascist organizations retained their independent existence, taking 
over the exercise of street violence but knowing full well that they would have 
the support of the massive and parliamentary proto-fascist parties - and in some 
cases, even a place on their ballot. �1ote that sLPLlar sLtXatLons haYe e[LsteG eYen 
in the history of the communists, for example, in Italy after the Second World War, 
Zhen arPeG antL�fasFLst JroXSs sXFh as ³9olante 5ossa´ sSeFLalL]eG Ln antL�fasFLst 
violence, often acting together with the Italian Communist Party, but without being 
sXEMeFt to Lts GLsFLSlLne�� 6o Sroto�fasFLsts anG fasFLsts� Ln the ZorGs of an ,talLan 
MoXrnalLst� ´lLYe toJether EXt Go not Parr\�´ ,n the 86� the raLG on the &aSLtol� leG 
E\ the PaYerLFN fasFLst 'onalG TrXPS� saZ fasFLst PLlLtLa JroXSs sXFh as the Three 
PerFenters� the ProXG %o\s� anG the 2ath .eeSers FooSeratLnJ ZLth TrXPS¶s 0$*$ 
�0aNe $PerLFa *reat $JaLn�� *LYen hoZ 0$*$ anG fasFLsts PoELlL]eG toJether� Lt 
can be argued that this type of relationship is not an exception limited to France and 
,tal\� anG that there Ls a stronJ SossLELlLt\ �EXt stLll a SossLELlLt\ aPonJ others� that Lt 
ZLll ePerJe Ln FoXntrLes lLNe 6SaLn anG *erPan\� Zhere Sroto�fasFLsP Ls on the rLse�

This relationship is far from smooth. Although the two sides often act together, 
the fasFLst orJanL]atLons are not XnGer the total Fontrol of the Sroto�fasFLsts� ThLs 
leads to disharmony between the two sides, sometimes even to mutual accusations. 
ThLs relatLonshLS Pa\ taNe YarLoXs forPs Ln the near fXtXre� ,n )ranFe� the 51 �or� 
less lLNel\� the 5eFonTXrte� sLnFe Lt laFNs a stronJ Fentral aSSaratXs� FoXlG aEsorE 
these organizations and turn them into militias acting within its own organizational 
GLsFLSlLne� 6XFh a GeYeloSPent ZoXlG Pean the FoPSletLon of the SroFess of Sroto�
fasFLsP tXrnLnJ Lnto fasFLsP� %Xt thLs ZoXlG Ee a trXe FhallenJe� SartLFXlarl\ for 
the fascists, who are already much more advanced in the methods of violence 
than the militants of the RN and might be reluctant to give up their organizational 
independence within the RN, whose militant base might still lack the “street 
FreGentLals´ that the\ haYe� as far as fasFLsts are FonFerneG� 2n the other hanG� 
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if this challenging unity fails to materialize and if the militia forces of fascism 
rePaLn fraJPenteG anG ZLthoXt a FentralL]eG leaGershLS �esSeFLall\ Ln the Fase of 
)ranFe� ZhLFh� XnlLNe ,tal\� laFNs a FentralL]eG fasFLst orJanL]atLon�� thLs Pa\ SroYe 
to be a disadvantage for fascism in the decisive struggles ahead. Let us remember 
that when French fascism tried to take over power in the country on February 6, 
1934, with an uprising, one of the two most important factors explaining the defeat 
of )renFh fasFLsP �alonJ ZLth the 8nLteG :orNers¶ )ront� ZhLFh Zas sXFFessfXll\ 
LPSlePenteG aJaLnst fasFLsP�� Zas the fraJPentatLon of )renFh fasFLsP at the tLPe� 
ToGa\� fasFLsP has a XnLteG SolLtLFal leaGershLS ePEoGLeG Ln the 51 �GesSLte the 
SresenFe of =ePPoXr anG a nXPEer of sPaller SartLes�� EXt Lt rePaLns to Ee seen 
whether it can form a united paramilitary force out of the fragmented fascist militias. 

This brings us to the last point about armed fascism taking to the streets during 
the %anlLeXe reYolts� , haYe PentLoneG aEoYe YarLoXs e[aPSles Zhere fasFLsP tooN 
its militias to the streets. The fascists did take to the streets, but in most of these 
cases, the youth who participated in the uprising used violence to defeat the fascist 
militias. In a previous article, I mentioned the proclivity of the urban poor youth 
participating in the revolts to street violence. Another dimension of this skillset, as 
, PentLoneG aEoYe� PanLfesteG Ltself Ln the TXasL�PLlLtar\ orJanL]atLon of the \oXth� 
The result was that the fascists hit a brick wall when they tried to beat the revolt into 
sXEPLssLon� $fter YLGeos of fasFLsts taNLnJ to the streets Ln &haPEpr\� for LnstanFe� 
videos of fascists moaning in agony on the ground began to circulate on Twitter. 
,n $nJers� the fasFLsts ¿rst attaFNeG the Srotesters� Zho Zere oXtnXPEereG� anG 
then haG to Àee to theLr o൶Fe after an LPSressLYe attaFN E\ the Pass of Srotesters� 
To add insult to injury, the youth targeted the fascists’ association and rendered 
it unusable. Photos circulating on the internet show a ruined association building 
ZLth the ZorGs ³Geath to the fasFLsts´ ZrLtten on the Zalls� $s the )renFh sa\ ´j la 
JXerre FoPPe j la JXerre´ �Lf \oX are at Zar� aFt lLNe \oX are at Zar�� The sXFFess 
of the banlieue youth in repelling the fascists by force should be an example for 
workers’ organizations. All workers’ organizations, from trade unions to political 
parties, must set themselves the task of protecting their actions and institutions with 
the same determination and discipline in the face of the rising fascist threat, and 
of forming workers’ militias to ensure this security. Fascism and fascist terror are 
not LnYLnFLEle� $ 8nLteG :orNers¶ )ront that XnLtes ZorNers¶ orJanL]atLons aJaLnst 
fascism without hindering the political independence of the organizations involved, 
and workers’ militias prepared to use any means necessary against fascist terror will 
haYe no GL൶FXlt\ Ln FrXshLnJ fasFLst aJJressLon� The sXFFess of the \oXth ZLth theLr 
TXasL�PLlLtar\ GLsFLSlLne on a lLPLteG sFale Ls Sroof enoXJh�

The misery of the left
The deeds of the French left in the face of the revolt have been nothing but 

shameful. The mainstream left either turned its back on the revolt and the youth 
or took an openly hostile stance. The Socialist Party, once one of the two major 
SolLtLFal forFes Ln the FoXntr\ EXt noZ PorLEXnG� ¿rst SXElLsheG a short anG ElanG 
te[t sLJneG E\ the Sart\¶s seFretar\ Jeneral� 2lLYLer )aXre� e[SressLnJ Lts sorroZ for 
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Nahel. Yet, two days later, both the party and Faure seemed to have forgotten all 
aEoXt 1ahel anG Zere EXs\ FonGePnLnJ the ³YLolenFe´ of the \oXth� The *reens 
�((/9�� another PaMor forFe of the PaLnstreaP left� haG alreaG\ EeJXn to Fall on the 
protesters for common sense and restraint, even before the riots had reached their 
climax.

The French Communist Party has not only called for restraint but has openly 
sLGeG ZLth the )renFh state� ThLs Ls harGl\ the ¿rst tLPe the P&) has Gone that� The 
P&)¶s lonJ�stanGLnJ SroFess of taNLnJ Pore anG Pore rLJht�ZLnJ stanFes tooN a leaS 
forZarG Ln ���� Zhen )aELen 5oXssel tooN the helP of the Sart\� 8nGer 5oXssel¶s 
leadership, the PCF began to pursue a policy of ”law and order,” in particular to 
oXtÀanN the fast�rLsLnJ �anG soon to Ee GLsFXsseG� -ean�/XF 0plenFhon anG hLs 
)ranFe 8nEoZeG Sart\ froP the rLJht� $s a resXlt of thLs orLentatLon� Ln ����� Zhen 
the 150th anniversary of the Paris Commune was on the agenda of the French left, I 
personally witnessed at least two workers’ rallies in which Roussel and the PCF, 
who went and supported the police demonstrations for tougher laws, with the words 
“Versaillais� Jet oXt´ �referrLnJ to the 9ersaLlles JoYernPent that ePerJeG Ln ���� 
as the Fenter of FoXnter�reYolXtLon aJaLnst the reYolXtLonar\ SoZer of ParLs�� 1oZ� 
the same PCF is using the revolt to prove its “respectability” in the eyes of the forces 
of order. Not only did Roussel and the PCF join the chorus of restraint, but they 
attaFNeG 0plenFhon Zhen he tooN a EraYe stanG anG GeFlareG he Zas not FallLnJ for 
restraint but for justice. When Macron came out and talked about a social media 
blackout, Roussel immediately concurred and said he wanted a “state of emergency 
for soFLal PeGLa�´ $ Ee¿ttLnJ traMeFtor\ for a Sart\ that ZLll Jo GoZn Ln the annals 
of history as the paramount example of treachery!

-ean�/XF 0plenFhon anG hLs Sart\� /),� GeserYe sSeFLal PentLon� 0plenFhon Ls 
a politician who started his political career in an organization with revolutionary 
Marxist origins, then moved to the Socialist Party, even rising to the position of 
deputy minister in Lionel Jospin’s government in the early 2000s, before breaking 
away from the Socialist Party to the left and founding his own movement. After 
the electoral defeat of the Socialist Party in the 2017 presidential elections and the 
P&) Ln the SarlLaPentar\ eleFtLons� 0plenFhon anG the /), haYe EeFoPe the ELJJest 
forFes of the left Ln )ranFe� 0plenFhon Ls neLther a FoPPXnLst nor a reYolXtLonar\� 
+e Ls a reforPLst SolLtLFLan Zho forELGs the Xse of the reG ÀaJ at hLs rallLes� Zho Ls 
LnÀXenFeG E\ )renFh natLonalLsP� anG Zhose PaLn SolLtLFal SroJraP Ls to reSlaFe 
the FXrrent �th 5eSXElLF ZLth a �th 5eSXElLF� %Xt the /), Ls GLstLnJXLsheG froP the 
rest of the left Eoth E\ Lts oFFasLonal �alEeLt LnFonsLstent� FhallenJe to 1$T2 anG 
the (8 anG E\ the SoSXlar Passes Lt reaFhes� Apart from the smaller revolutionary 
Marxist parties, the LFI is the only political force that can speak to the workers, 
some of whom are increasingly coming under Le Pen’s spell after the left has 
shackled itself with the straitjacket of identity politics. This is no coincidence but 
the product of a conscious strategy. Already in 2012, when his movement was still 
Yer\ PoGest Ln sL]e� 0plenFhon ran as a FanGLGate Ln +pnLn�%eaXPont Ln northern 
France, where Le Pen had her own slate for parliament. He lost the election by 
a loSsLGeG ParJLn �the 6oFLalLst Part\¶s FanGLGate Zon a ra]or�thLn YLFtor\ Ln the 
seFonG roXnG aJaLnst /e Pen� so neLther /e Pen nor 0plenFhon Zas eleFteG�� EXt Lt 
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already spoke volumes that he was up to challenge Le Pen in her own stronghold 
anG to FaPSaLJn to the Passes there� ToGa\� 0plenFhon¶s Ls the onl\ left�ZLnJ forFe 
that has a meaningful impact on the working people of small towns and cities where 
/e Pen ZLelGs Jreat SoZer� )or LnstanFe� Ln the rXn�XS to the SresLGentLal eleFtLons 
Ln ����� aFForGLnJ to a Soll FonGXFteG E\ the %9$� �� SerFent of the <elloZ 9ests 
SlanneG to Yote for /e Pen� ZLth 0plenFhon FoPLnJ Ln seFonG ZLth �� SerFent� 1ot�
so�Flose EehLnG Zas the Sroto�fasFLst =ePPoXr ZLth � SerFent� The rest of the left 
anG the traGLtLonal rLJht are FoPSletel\ aEsent� 6o� at the PoPent� onl\ 0plenFhon 
has sXFFeeGeG �eYen Lf SartLall\� Ln FhallenJLnJ the fasFLsts for the hearts anG PLnGs 
of the working people who increasingly started to back fascism. This is a point of 
no small interest.

:hat Ls Pore LPSortant for thLs artLFle Ls 0plenFhon¶s LnÀXenFe Eoth on the ElaFN 
anG $raE SoSXlatLons of the EanlLeXes anG Ln )renFh FolonLes sXFh as *XaGeloXSe 
anG 0artLnLTXe� To LllXstrate the e[tent of thLs sZa\ Ln the EanlLeXes� let Pe PentLon 
the strLNLnJ e[aPSle of 6eLne�6aLnt�'enLs� ThLs aGPLnLstratLYe XnLt Ls loFateG MXst 
northeast of ParLs anG LnFlXGes toZns lLNe %oELJn\ anG 6aLnt�'enLs� ZhLFh Zere 
once part of the “red belt” under the absolute domination of the PCF but have now 
become the epitome of poor Arab and black banlieues. In this region, where the left 
has traditionally been strong, the right-wing parties won five of the 12 seats in the 
2017 elections, four of which went to Macron and his allies. In 2022, the NUPES, 
a left-wing alliance led by the LFI (but also including the PCF, the Greens, and 
the Socialist Party), won all 12 constituencies. Nine of these 12 deputies were 
eleFteG froP 0plenFhon¶s /),� LnFlXGLnJ -pr{Pe /eJaYre� a P2, �,nGeSenGent 
:orNers¶ Part\� PLlLtant� Zho Zas eleFteG froP /), lLsts�

ThLs sXFFess Ls a GLreFt SroGXFt of 0plenFhon anG the /),¶s \ears of XnZaYerLnJ 
opposition to the weaponization of secularism in France as a means to oppress the 
Muslim minority. This seems to have yielded impressive results. According to Ifop, 
a very reliable polling organization, 69 percent of Muslims in France voted for 
0plenFhon Ln the SresLGentLal eleFtLons Ln ����� 'XrLnJ the reYolt� 0plenFhon¶s 
stances clearly strengthened his position in the banlieues and increased the 
Fon¿GenFe of the ZorNLnJ SeoSle of these neLJhEorhooGs Ln the /), anG Ln hLP� 
$s , Zrote aEoYe� 0plenFhon refXseG to MoLn the FhorXs of ´Falls for restraLnt´ 
and stated in no unclear terms he wanted justice, not restraint. He denounced the 
bourgeois intelligentsia who tried to pressure him into condemning the revolts as 
Pere ³ZatFhGoJs´ �chiens de garde�� 0oreoYer� he asNeG the \oXth to ´not EXrn 
libraries and schools” in what was seen as a tacit endorsement of violence against 
other targets, such as police stations. In other words, of all the political groups 
PentLoneG aEoYe� 0plenFhon anG the /), Zere the onl\ PaMor forFes that GLG not 
treat the popular revolt as a natural disaster to be contained, and who had the courage 
to sLGe ZLth the reYolt� ,f nothLnJ else� thLs Ls honor enoXJh for 0plenFhon�

What I have discussed so far was basically the mainstream left and the French 
&oPPXnLst Part\� ZhLFh Zas PoYLnJ Fon¿Gentl\ to the other sLGe of the EarrLFaGe� 
The\ sLGeG ZLth the orGer anG not the reYolt ± there Ls no neZs here� %Xt Zhat aEoXt the 
forces that come from the revolutionary Marxist tradition and still have a socialist 
reYolXtLon Ln )ranFe Ln theLr SroJraP" To ansZer thLs TXestLon� Ze shoXlG Jo Ee\onG 
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the LPPeGLate sSan of the reYolt Ln the sXPPer of ����� The resSonse of the e[tra�
SarlLaPentar\ left� Zhose PaMor reSresentatLYes are /Xtte 2XYrLqre �/2� :orNers¶ 
6trXJJle� anG the 1P$ �1eZ $ntLFaSLtalLst Part\�� to the reYolt has taNen SlaFe oYer 
the last �� \ears� 0ost FrXFLall\� these orJanL]atLons haYe not PaGe an\ heaGZa\ 
aPonJ EanlLeXe \oXth sLnFe the ¿rst reYolt Ln ����� 'XrLnJ the ���� XSrLsLnJ� , 
have not come across a single case in which these large organizations took part in 
the PoYePent ZLth theLr PLlLtants froP the EanlLeXe \oXth �Lf the\ haYe an\�� or 
even formulated the political demands of the uprising with their militants in the 
PoYePent �Ze haYe PentLoneG aEoYe hoZ the laFN of SolLtLFal orJanL]atLon Ls a 
Jreat GLsaGYantaJe GesSLte the stronJ TXasL�PLlLtar\ orJanL]atLon of the XSrLsLnJ�� or 
took a step to organize the youth, for instance, in neighborhood committees. Not to 
PentLon that , haYe not hearG an\ e൵ort froP these orJanL]atLons ± Zhose PLlLtants 
number in the thousands and whose main strength is concentrated in the Paris 
region – opening an association or establishing any sort of foothold in, let’s say, 
6aLnt�'enLs or 1anterre �Zhere the Srotests starteG�� ZhLFh are aFFessLEle E\ Petro 
from the center of Paris and constitute the most important center of the banlieue 
youth. The forms such as associations I mention here are mere examples – the main 
taNe Ls thLs� Ln the 18 years since the first revolt, these organizations have not taken 
a single concrete step to obtain a footing within the banlieue youth.

We would like to underline how striking this lack of interest is. In 2005, 
when the youth of the banlieues rose up and fought the police for weeks, any 
revolutionary organization that took itself seriously and wanted to do justice to the 
name “revolutionary” should have analyzed what this revolt meant on the path to 
reYolXtLon Ln )ranFe anG taNen FonFrete steSs aFForGLnJl\� The sLJnL¿FanFe of the 
banlieues, which have been bursting onto the scene with large and small explosions 
not only in 2005 but ever since that, should be obvious to any revolutionary who 
takes their task seriously. In an article I penned in March in Turkish, before the 
1ahel PXrGer anG the reYolt haG eYen taNen SlaFe� , PaGe the folloZLnJ oEserYatLon�

In the 21st century, at the same time, the poor people of the banlieues have risen 
up on several occasions, most notably in 2005. As is the case all over the world, 
this mass movement, which also demonstrated the skill of the young urban poor 
in the use of violent methods, also showed how formidable an enemy it could be 
against the police and law enforcement agencies, especially in cases like 2005, 
when it was not confined to a single banlieue. But in none of these struggles that 
have marked the last two decades have these two great forces [working class 
and banlieue youth -HR] been able to reach out to each other. When the ban-
lieue youth stood up, the organized working class stayed away, and now, when 
the organized working class is striking, the banlieues are silent. However, as I 
wrote above, in a scenario where the banlieues, which are very adept at street 
violence, rise up with the working class, the government in France would not 
last a single day! The French police, who even now lack the ability to concentrate 
their forces in big cities like Paris due to the spread of the protests to hundreds 
of cities and who are said to be facing serious logistical problems, would prob-
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ably be completely inadequate against both the barricades of the workers in Paris 
and the revolts of the youth in the banlieues. The conclusion to be drawn from 
this is clear. A revolutionary organization in France worthy of this name must 
set the historical goal of building an alliance between the banlieues and the 
organized working class under the leadership of the working class, just as the 
communists of the 20th century set the alliance of the working class and the 
peasantry as a strategic task.5

So how is it that mighty French organizations missed what we saw or have not 
taNen FonFrete steSs that loJLFall\ steP froP thLs oEserYatLon for �� \ears" ,t Ls oEYLoXs 
that I cannot be a better observer of France than its revolutionary organizations. The 
ansZer Ls sLPSle� the oYerZhelPLnJ PaMorLt\ of the onFe reYolXtLonar\ left all oYer 
the world, including France, has long ceased seeing revolution as a concrete goal. 
How could those who do not organize for the goal of revolution, who do not set 
theLr sLJhts on rall\LnJ soFLet\ aroXnG the ZorNLnJ Flass �the reasons for thLs are Yer\ 
GL൵erent for the /2 anG the 1P$� the e[aPSles PentLoneG aEoYe� EXt , ZLll not Jo 
Lnto that Ln thLs artLFle�� see GL൵erent la\ers ZLthLn the ZorNLnJ SeoSle as essentLal 
elePents of the fXtXre reYolXtLon anG XnGerstanG that the\ too haYe a role to Sla\ Ln Lt"

$nG Zhat FoXlG haYe Eeen Gone� \oX Pa\ asN" There Ls no neeG to Jo far for 
a positive example. Analyzing the defeat of the popular rebellion that started with 
*e]L Ln ���� Ln TXrNe\� the 5eYolXtLonar\ :orNers¶ Part\ Ln TXrNe\ �'øP� LGentL¿eG 
that one of the biggest weaknesses of this rebellion was that the working class did 
not participate in it with the methods of the class, namely with strikes and factory 
occupations. As a result, the party’s 3rd Congress, which convened after the rebellion, 
concluded that the party “should consider this prolonged silence of the working class 
as an ’advance’ given by history to strengthen itself within the working class, and 
shoXlG tXrn Lt Lnto a sLlYer lLnLnJ´ anG FonFlXGeG that ³>Z@Lth all oXr enerJ\� Ze PXst 
give priority to organizing within the vanguard of the working class.” The result of 
thLs Ls the ³strateJLF SosLtLonLnJ´ orLentatLon that the 'øP has Eeen SXrsXLnJ for the 
last ten \ears� +Lstor\ JaYe the )renFh reYolXtLonarLes sXFh an aGYanFe of �� \ears� 
ThLs ���\ear aGYanFe has Eeen ZasteG� :hat an aEsolXte SLt\�

The left in France, and particularly those coming from diverse revolutionary 
traGLtLons� GLG not �not ³FoXlG not�´ EXt ³GLG not´� fXl¿ll thLs hLstorLFal GXt\ anG 
LnsteaG FalleG for solLGarLt\ aFtLons Ln PaMor FLtLes� esSeFLall\ Ln ParLs� %oth these 
orJanL]atLons anG a nXPEer of traGe XnLons� notaEl\ the &*T� sXSSorteG the tZo PaMor 
demonstrations for Nahel in Paris, in some cases participating in the organization 
of the demonstrations themselves. How so wonderful. As I mentioned above, the 
strength of these solidarity actions played an important role in the 2023 revolts not 
being completely isolated, unlike their 2005 counterparts. Not that we downplay their 
LPSortanFe� %Xt to Jet stXFN Ln a solLGarLt\ role Ls also to GetaFh \oXr oZn fate froP 
the fate of the revolt. As admirable as it is that they did not turn their backs on the 
task of solidarity and stood up for the youth of the banlieues, it is nothing less than 

5 +asan 5efiN� ³)ransa¶Ga *reY 'alJasÕ´� httSs���JerFeNJa]etesi��net�XlXslararasi�fransaGa�JreY�
GalJasi����Pa\is�taNsiP�en�JX]el�NiliJinGa�isFi�tXlXPX\la�
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FrLPLnal that these JroXSs FoXlG onl\ serYe as a forFe of solLGarLt\ ± GesSLte the ���
year historical advance between the two uprisings.


