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As red as a Palestinian 
watermelon

RM Editorial Board
The 2023 issue of Revolutionary Marxism is presenting an important dossier 

to Lts reaGershLS� ZhLFh shoXlG o൵er a JlLPSse Lnto the XnÀLnFhLnJ antL�=LonLst 
tradition of revolutionary Marxism. The dossier has been put together under 
the conditions where the heroic people of Palestine has been facing a genocidal 
onslaught for six weeks and counting, under thunderous applause of imperialist 
states� eXShePLstLFall\ FalleG the ³LnternatLonal FoPPXnLt\�´ <et� the =LonLst terror 
and the bloodshed it entails is but one part of the story. True to form, Palestinians 
resist – in Palestine with arms and in the diaspora with massive mobilizations, as 
popular movements in their support rock the imperialist world, with their brothers 
and sisters of all creeds and nations taking to the streets under the chants of “Free 
Palestine.” In this watershed moment, as revolutionary Marxists, we march, 
orJanL]e� anG ¿Jht ZLth the sloJans of GestrXFtLon of LPSerLalLsP anG =LonLsP 
written on our banners for a Palestine where Arabs and Jews will live fraternally. 

<et� oXr strXJJle aJaLnst =LonLsP anG for a free PalestLne Ls nothLnJ neZ� )or 
the stanGarG Eearers of reYolXtLonar\ 0ar[LsP that Ze are� Lt Ls a tLPe�honoreG 
traGLtLon� olGer than the =LonLst state Ltself� to Ee SreFLse� $FForGLnJl\� Ze ZoXlG 
like to introduce episodes from this proud history of ours in this issue with three 
FrXFLal GoFXPents� The ¿rst� froP the )oXrth ,nternatLonal �),� Ltself� Flearl\ 
illustrates the organization’s adamant and principled opposition to the partition 
of Palestine in 1947, on the eve of its dismembering by imperialism with active 
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support of Stalinism. The second, published the same year, further illustrates this 
position – this time uttered by the Palestinian section of the FI, the Revolutionary 
Communist League. However, these are no mere historical curiosities separated 
froP Xs E\ GeFaGes of hLstor\� To reFall the aFtXalLt\ of oXr antL�=LonLst strXJJle� Ze 
proudly present a statement signed by the RedMed Web Network and the Christian 
Rakovski International Socialist Center.

 
A brief timeline

To fully appreciate the meaning of the documents presented here, their 
contextualization and an emphasis on their stark contrast with the Stalinist position 
is in order. Let us start by recalling the timeline, albeit in an admittedly schematic 
manner.

The =LonLst PoYePent Ltself ePerJeG at the enG of the ��th century, mainly as a 
SroGXFt of LnFreasLnJ antL�sePLtLsP anG SoJroPs Ln (XroSe� SartLFXlarl\ Ln &entral 
anG (astern (XroSe as Zell as 5XssLa� 5eÀeFtLnJ Lts ePerJenFe as a (XroSean 
orJanL]atLon GLreFtl\ resXltLnJ froP antL�sePLtLsP Ln (XroSe� aSSro[LPatel\ half of 
the GeleJates at the )Lrst :orlG =LonLst &onJress helG Ln ���� Ln %asel Zere froP 
(astern (XroSe anG aroXnG one�foXrth froP the 5XssLan (PSLre� 

The %olsheYLN traGLtLon¶s ¿Jht aJaLnst =LonLsP starteG Zell Eefore the 2FtoEer 
5eYolXtLon� ZLth /enLn hLPself SennLnJ a nXPEer of artLFles aJaLnst =LonLsP ± 
stLll a relatLYel\ ParJLnal LnternatLonal FXrrent ± ZhLFh he ForreFtl\ LGentL¿eG as 
a reactionary movement, harmful to both for the international working class and 
the Jewish people.1 The FoPPXnLst PoYePent helG thLs antL�=LonLst FreGo hLJh� 
eYen �anG SartLFXlarl\� Zhen a sL]eaEle nXPEer of PLlLtants FaPe to FoPPXnLsP 
froP a sort of left�=LonLsP JathereG aroXnG the orJanL]atLon FalleG PoaleL =Lon anG 
constituted the initial cadre of the communist party in Palestine. It was patent for all 
ZLthLn the FoPPXnLst PoYePent� LnFlXGLnJ those Zho haG a stLnt Ln =LonLsP Ln theLr 
\oXth� that an\ rePnant of =LonLst LGeoloJ\ ZoXlG Ee anathePa to FoPPXnLsP� 
1otaEl\� the FoPPXnLst¶s XnFoPSroPLsLnJ attLtXGe toZarGs the =LonLsts rePaLneG 
steadfast, even in the immediate aftermath of World War II and the horrors of the 
+oloFaXst� ZhLFh FreateG a reneZeG Lnterest toZarGs =LonLsP�

The principled position would only be compromised by the Stalinist bureaucracy 
Ln ����� MXst as %rLtLsh FolonLalLsP ± hastLl\ leaYLnJ PalestLne anG terPLnatLnJ Lts 
PanGate oYer the FoXntr\ � GeFLGeG to SartLtLon PalestLne to SlaFate the =LonLsts� 
ZLth ZhoP Lt haG an Xneas\ allLanFe sLnFe the %alfoXr 'eFlaratLon Ln ����� To 
JLYe the SartLtLon the FloaN of LPSartLal LnternatLonal PeGLatLon� a sXE�entLt\ of 
the ÀeGJlLnJ 81 GLsSatFheG a PLssLon to aGYLse on the Sost�PanGate transLtLon� 
6oPe PePEers of the PLssLon �GeleJates of ,nGLa� ,ran� anG <XJoslaYLa� SroSoseG a 
feGeral one�state solXtLon� ZhLle others sXJJesteG a SartLtLon� ,n ����� the 81 YoteG 
for a reYLseG YersLon of thLs so�FalleG PaMorLt\ Slan� JLYLnJ the SlanneG -eZLsh state 
Pore than �� SerFent of hLstorLF PalestLne� $t that SoLnt� -eZs forPeG Perel\ one�
thLrG of the FoXntr\¶s SoSXlatLon� The $raE +LJher &oPPLttee �$+&�� reSresentLnJ 

1 See Jean Allemand and Jean-Claude Sage, Lénine et la lutte contre les agents sionistes dans le 
monde ouvrier, Paris: Editions Le Communiste, 1971.
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the PalestLnLan sLGe� resolXtel\ reMeFteG the o൵er� ,t Zas Flear that the $+& SosLtLon 
had the backing of the Palestinian population, as the Palestinian revolt had persisted 
EetZeen ���� anG ����� notZLthstanGLnJ feroFLoXs %rLtLsh oSSressLon anG onl\ 
GZLnGlLnJ ZLth the FonÀaJratLon of :orlG :ar ,,�2

,t Ls Ln thLs SreFLse Fonte[t that 6talLnLsP GLsSla\eG one of Lts nXPeroXs aEoXt�
faces, trampling on yet another cornerstone of communist politics. When the Soviet 
GeleJate to the 81� $nGreL *roP\No� annoXnFeG that hLs state ZoXlG Yote for the 
SartLtLon Slan �eYen Lf he saLG that the\ Zere stLll for a one�state solXtLon Ln SrLnFLSle� 
henFe GXl\ Sa\LnJ lLS serYLFe to the ForreFt SolLtLFal SosLtLon Eefore saFrL¿FLnJ the 
PalestLnLan natLonhooG�� also Farr\LnJ foXr other PePEers of the neZl\�forPLnJ 
³(astern EloF�´ thLs aPoXnteG to nothLnJ less than 6talLnLsP seYerLnJ one of Lts feZ 
remaining ties to historical positions of communism.

0aNe no PLstaNe� Lt Zas no one�o൵ ElXnGer nor a Pere GLSloPatLF FoPSroPLse� 
$fter the SroFlaPatLon of the state of ,srael Ln ����� the 6oYLet 8nLon PoYeG all Ln 
to estaElLsh Ltself as the ELJJest all\ of the =LonLst G\stoSLa LnFarnate� ,t Zas the ¿rst 
state to extend de jure reFoJnLtLon to ,srael �eYen Lf the 86 haG o൵ereG Lts de facto 
reFoJnLtLon YLa a Shone Fall a feZ PLnXtes after the SroFlaPatLon�� ThroXJh the 
Sro[\ of &]eFhosloYaNLa� Lt sXSSlLeG arPs anG PXnLtLon to the =LonLst arPLes� JLYLnJ 
theP an eGJe oYer the Lll�eTXLSSeG anG Soorl\�traLneG $raE arPLes� This infamy 
alone would have been enough for us to never forgive Stalinism: the workers’ 
state’s arms served in the Nakba, in which up to 750 thousand Palestinians were 
forFLEl\ GLsSlaFeG E\ =LonLst arPLes�3 /et the e[tent of YLleness Ee Fr\stal Flear� the 
¿rst SrLPe PLnLster of ,srael anG the EXtFher of PalestLnLan FLYLlLans� 'aYLG %en�
*XrLon� ZoXlG Jo so far as to sa\ that the 6oYLet aLG haG ³saYeG the FoXntr\�´4 This 
Zas not the ¿rst oFFasLon ± nor ZoXlG Lt Ee the last ± Zhere 6talLnLsP saYeG the 
enemies of the working class and of oppressed peoples.

Now, with this dossier, we want to introduce our reader to another strand of 
communism – one that stood by the Palestinian cause through thick and thin, 
sometimes with humility due to the modest extent of its forces, yet without apology. 
,n other ZorGs� a FoPPXnLst traGLtLon as reG as a PalestLnLan ZaterPelon� oXr 
unsullied banner of revolutionary Marxism.

2 Ghassan Kanafani, “The 1936-39 Revolt in Palestine”, https://www.marxists.org/archive/kana-
fani/1972/revolt.htm
3 For Nakba, see Ilan Pappé, The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine, Oxford: Oneworld Books, 2007, 
2nd Edition.
4 Marin Kramer, “Who Saved Israel in 1947”, https://mosaicmagazine.com/essay/israel-zio-
nism/2017/11/who-saved-israel-in-1947/
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Friends of Palestine
Against Imperialism and Zionism

The Friends of Palestine Against Imperialism and Zionism. Platform is 
fighting Zionism and its lackeys in Turkey since 2018. 

It aims to support the Palestinian cause, in the quest for the total destruction 
of Israel an the foundation of a free, democratic, secular and socialist Palestine 
from the river to the sea, for Arab and Jewish Palestinians. 

It seeks to unmask the fake support of the despotism regime in Turkey to 
the Palestine issue, and to point to its complicity with Zionists by not heeding 
the boycott, divestment and sanctions call of Palestinians, and by maintaining 
economic, military and diplomatic relations with Israel.

Follow! Support! Join!

filistinindostlari filistindostlari anchor.fm/filistin-dostları

friendsofpalestine.info/ filistindostlari.org

friendsofpales_ Filistindostu_ friendsofpal_AR
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