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As red as a Palestinian 
watermelon

RM Editorial Board
The 2023 issue of Revolutionary Marxism is presenting an important dossier 

to ts rea ersh  h h sho l  o er a l se nto the n n h n  ant on st 
tradition of revolutionary Marxism. The dossier has been put together under 
the conditions where the heroic people of Palestine has been facing a genocidal 
onslaught for six weeks and counting, under thunderous applause of imperialist 
states  e he st all  alle  the nternat onal o n t  et  the on st terror 
and the bloodshed it entails is but one part of the story. True to form, Palestinians 
resist – in Palestine with arms and in the diaspora with massive mobilizations, as 
popular movements in their support rock the imperialist world, with their brothers 
and sisters of all creeds and nations taking to the streets under the chants of “Free 
Palestine.” In this watershed moment, as revolutionary Marxists, we march, 
or an e  an  ht th the slo ans of estr t on of er al s  an  on s  
written on our banners for a Palestine where Arabs and Jews will live fraternally. 

et  o r str le a a nst on s  an  for a free Palest ne s noth n  ne  or 
the stan ar  earers of re ol t onar  ar s  that e are  t s a t e honore  
tra t on  ol er than the on st state tself  to e re se  or n l  e o l  
like to introduce episodes from this proud history of ours in this issue with three 
r al o ents  The rst  fro  the o rth nternat onal  tself  learl  

illustrates the organization’s adamant and principled opposition to the partition 
of Palestine in 1947, on the eve of its dismembering by imperialism with active 
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support of Stalinism. The second, published the same year, further illustrates this 
position – this time uttered by the Palestinian section of the FI, the Revolutionary 
Communist League. However, these are no mere historical curiosities separated 
fro  s  e a es of h stor  To re all the a t al t  of o r ant on st str le  e 
proudly present a statement signed by the RedMed Web Network and the Christian 
Rakovski International Socialist Center.

 
A brief timeline

To fully appreciate the meaning of the documents presented here, their 
contextualization and an emphasis on their stark contrast with the Stalinist position 
is in order. Let us start by recalling the timeline, albeit in an admittedly schematic 
manner.

The on st o e ent tself e er e  at the en  of the th century, mainly as a 
ro t of n reas n  ant se t s  an  o ro s n ro e  art larl  n entral 

an  astern ro e as ell as ss a  e e t n  ts e er en e as a ro ean 
or an at on re tl  res lt n  fro  ant se t s  n ro e  a ro atel  half of 
the ele ates at the rst orl  on st on ress hel  n  n asel ere fro  

astern ro e an  aro n  one fo rth fro  the ss an re  
The olshe  tra t on s ht a a nst on s  starte  ell efore the to er 

e ol t on  th en n h self enn n  a n er of art les a a nst on s   
st ll a relat el  ar nal nternat onal rrent  h h he orre tl  ent e  as 
a reactionary movement, harmful to both for the international working class and 
the Jewish people.1 The o n st o e ent hel  th s ant on st re o h h  
e en an  art larl  hen a s ea le n er of l tants a e to o n s  
fro  a sort of left on s  athere  aro n  the or an at on alle  Poale  on an  
constituted the initial cadre of the communist party in Palestine. It was patent for all 

th n the o n st o e ent  n l n  those ho ha  a st nt n on s  n the r 
o th  that an  re nant of on st eolo  o l  e anathe a to o n s  
ota l  the o n st s n o ro s n  att t e to ar s the on sts re a ne  

steadfast, even in the immediate aftermath of World War II and the horrors of the 
olo a st  h h reate  a rene e  nterest to ar s on s

The principled position would only be compromised by the Stalinist bureaucracy 
n  st as r t sh olon al s   hast l  lea n  Palest ne an  ter nat n  ts 

an ate o er the o ntr   e e  to art t on Palest ne to la ate the on sts  
th ho  t ha  an neas  all an e s n e the alfo r e larat on n  To 
e the art t on the loa  of art al nternat onal e at on  a s ent t  of 

the e l n   s at he  a ss on to a se on the ost an ate trans t on  
o e e ers of the ss on ele ates of n a  ran  an  osla a  ro ose  a 

fe eral one state sol t on  h le others s este  a art t on  n  the  ote  
for a re se  ers on of th s so alle  a or t  lan  n  the lanne  e sh state 

ore than  er ent of h stor  Palest ne  t that o nt  e s for e  erel  one
th r  of the o ntr s o lat on  The ra  her o ttee  re resent n  

1 See Jean Allemand and Jean-Claude Sage, Lénine et la lutte contre les agents sionistes dans le 
monde ouvrier, Paris: Editions Le Communiste, 1971.
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the Palest n an s e  resol tel  re e te  the o er  t as lear that the  os t on 
had the backing of the Palestinian population, as the Palestinian revolt had persisted 

et een  an   not thstan n  fero o s r t sh o ress on an  onl  
n l n  th the on a rat on of orl  ar 2

t s n th s re se onte t that tal n s  s la e  one of ts n ero s a o t
faces, trampling on yet another cornerstone of communist politics. When the Soviet 

ele ate to the  n re  ro o  anno n e  that h s state o l  ote for the 
art t on lan e en f he sa  that the  ere st ll for a one state sol t on n r n le  

hen e l  a n  l  ser e to the orre t ol t al os t on efore sa r n  the 
Palest n an nat onhoo  also arr n  fo r other e ers of the ne l for n  

astern lo  th s a o nte  to noth n  less than tal n s  se er n  one of ts fe  
remaining ties to historical positions of communism.

a e no sta e  t as no one o  l n er nor a ere lo at  o ro se  
fter the ro la at on of the state of srael n  the o et n on o e  all n 

to esta l sh tself as the est all  of the on st sto a n arnate  t as the rst 
state to extend de jure re o n t on to srael e en f the  ha  o ere  ts de facto 
re o n t on a a hone all a fe  n tes after the ro la at on  Thro h the 

ro  of e hoslo a a  t s l e  ar s an  n t on to the on st ar es  n  
the  an e e o er the ll e e  an  oorl tra ne  ra  ar es  This infamy 
alone would have been enough for us to never forgive Stalinism: the workers’ 
state’s arms served in the Nakba, in which up to 750 thousand Palestinians were 
for l  s la e   on st ar es 3 et the e tent of leness e r stal lear  the 

rst r e n ster of srael an  the t her of Palest n an l ans  a  en
r on  o l  o so far as to sa  that the o et a  ha  sa e  the o ntr 4 This 

as not the rst o as on  nor o l  t e the last  here tal n s  sa e  the 
enemies of the working class and of oppressed peoples.

Now, with this dossier, we want to introduce our reader to another strand of 
communism – one that stood by the Palestinian cause through thick and thin, 
sometimes with humility due to the modest extent of its forces, yet without apology. 
n other or s  a o n st tra t on as re  as a Palest n an ater elon  o r 

unsullied banner of revolutionary Marxism.

2 Ghassan Kanafani, “The 1936-39 Revolt in Palestine”, https://www.marxists.org/archive/kana-
fani/1972/revolt.htm
3 For Nakba, see Ilan Pappé, The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine, Oxford: Oneworld Books, 2007, 
2nd Edition.
4 Marin Kramer, “Who Saved Israel in 1947”, https://mosaicmagazine.com/essay/israel-zio-
nism/2017/11/who-saved-israel-in-1947/
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The age of egoism

Friends of Palestine
Against Imperialism and Zionism

The Friends of Palestine Against Imperialism and Zionism. Platform is 
fighting Zionism and its lackeys in Turkey since 2018. 

It aims to support the Palestinian cause, in the quest for the total destruction 
of Israel an the foundation of a free, democratic, secular and socialist Palestine 
from the river to the sea, for Arab and Jewish Palestinians. 

It seeks to unmask the fake support of the despotism regime in Turkey to 
the Palestine issue, and to point to its complicity with Zionists by not heeding 
the boycott, divestment and sanctions call of Palestinians, and by maintaining 
economic, military and diplomatic relations with Israel.

Follow! Support! Join!

filistinindostlari filistindostlari anchor.fm/filistin-dostları

friendsofpalestine.info/ filistindostlari.org

friendsofpales_ Filistindostu_ friendsofpal_AR
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