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Revolt of the urban poor in 
France

Hasan Refik

The streets of France were ablaze for the better part of a week. The brave 
o n  eo le  ostl  of orth fr an or s aharan fr an es ent  fro  the 

“banlieues” or the poor neighborhoods that surround French cities, especially Paris, 
arse lle  an  on  too  to the streets th the r r htf l hatre  sett n  re to 

ol e stat ons an  ol e eh les  or to ar o s l n s the  ent e  th 
the state. When they could not put their hands on those, they burned garbage bins, 
ars  an  s sto s   l   t as est ate  that ore than  ar a e ns  

nearly 6,000 vehicles, and over a thousand buildings were burned or damaged. So 
e t  ne sho l  e s ant attent on to ater al estr t on hen the ol e ha e 

killed yet another child of the working people. I am neither an insurance seller by 
rofess on nor ha e the ha t of la ent n  o er l n s h le or n lass o th 

are being butchered in broad daylight. For me, the importance of the burning streets 
of ran e l es n hat the  s nal for lass str les  rst an  fore ost n ro e  
but also worldwide.

France at a tipping point
ran e hol s a e l ar la e n st ent r  ro e  h le n an  ro ean 

an  estern n eneral  o ntr es  the o r eo s e as a le to la n h ts onsla hts 
against the gains of the working class under auspicious conditions, the belated 
French bourgeoisie found a formidable opponent. This was covered in depth by 
o r o ra e n r a ran n a T r sh lan a e art le he enne  n 1  The 

1 n r a ran  ransa a e ar a e lili  a eles  erine  Te   ril  
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res lts ere on an o  ar n  s of the lass str le al ost e er  ear tho t 
fail since 2016, save for a short hiatus during the heyday of the Covid pandemic. 
The form of these struggles, and even the social forces leading them, changed from 

ear to ear  t the lon  an  er e attles a e   or ers  l  ser ants  an  
the lo er strata of the ett  o r eo s e ost nota l  n the ase of the ello  

ests  as ell as n ers t  an  h h s hool st ents  n er n  o nat ons 
an  th ne al stren th fro  ear to ear  re a ne  a onstant    a e th s 
point already well before the urban poor revolts in the summer, on the occasion of 
the strike movement of the French working class against the new pension bill, in a 
T r sh lan a e e e 2 Now, the revolt of the poor neighborhoods, coming on the 
heels of the strike movement, marks an acceleration in the spasmodic movement of 
French politics over the last eight years.

The ontra t ons ha e e o e e er ore fre ent  an  the rth s nent  
A birth, or a breaking point, is looming large over French politics, yet only the 
course of the class struggle will determine whether the outcome of this turning 

o nt n ran e ll e the ost a an e  e a le of the alrea ra l r s n  
fas s  n the st ent r  or the rst e s e tor  of the or n  lass  Th s s 

e a se ran e  alon  th tal  s the ro ean o ntr  here roto fas s  an  
fas s  h h o han  n han  as  ll s ss later  ha e rea he  the r reatest 
stren th  P t erentl  oth re ol t onar  an  st n tl  rea t onar  o t o es 
are conceivable. If the window of opportunity for a revolutionary solution is to be 
missed, and the French working class and working people are unable to give the 
o  e ra e to the ene  fas s  s l r n  to se e rst ran e an  then ro e 

 the throat  Th s s the r  of the atter  ran e annot re a n a ron s ran e  
ther the or n  lass ll o e to o er an  s ee  n reat n   ran e n ts 

own image, or the hideous face of fascism will rise from France.

The nature of the rebellion from 2005 to 2023
The mass mobilization that broke out on June 27, when cops shot dead Nahel, a 

ear ol  orth fr an o  as ne ther the rst nor ll t e the last  ltho h 
they seldom turn into revolts, French banlieues often witness demonstrations, 
sometimes spanning more than one city, more often than not happening against 
police violence. So, in a sense, banlieue protests are a regular item in French politics. 

ne a  e resse   the stren th an  s rea  of the rotests no  t the r 
e sten e sho l  o e as no s r r se  n the er  ontrar  those ho see  to trea  
the path of revolution in France should, or should have taken into account the actions 
of the poor neighborhoods and, as its zenith, the revolts as part and parcel of this 
re ol t on  ll o e a  to th s later n the art le  

 Let me start by contextualizing the 2023 banlieue revolt. Many observers, 
friends and foes alike, have rightly compared it to the revolts in 2005, which lasted 

https er e a etesi .net l slararasi fransada mezarda e e lili a elesi erine 22 tez.
2 asan efi  ransa a re  al as   a s Ta si  n el l la   Tulumuyla”, 
27 March 2023, https er e a etesi .net l slararasi fransada grev al asi 31 a is ta si
en guzel ili in a is i tulumuyla.
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for weeks. The mere existence of the 2023 uprising is of great importance as it 
proves that the 2005 banlieue revolt was neither an exception nor an oddity, but 
that th s heno enon ll ont n e to la  a role n st ent r  ren h ol t s  

e on  th s roa r sh o ser at on  the  re olt sho s a n er of ont n t es 
th ts re e essor n  as ell as so e eren es  rst  the ost ortant 

one. The nature of the revolt and the composition of the classes and social strata 
within it are almost exactly the same. The main force of the revolt is the urban poor 
youth living in the neighborhoods surrounding France’s big cities – also known as 
banlieues. The lives of urban poor youth in these neighborhoods, as in many other 
o ntr es  sho  a s n ant er ea l t  th the l en roletar at  n the one 

hand, when they can land a job, these youths work at the neighborhood doner shop 
or ta a  a n  of ren h o eeho se that sells to a o  o ee  an  al ohol  
or f the fa l  has a ar  the  or  as er r ers at n ht  n e e en these 
precarious job opportunities are limited, when they are out of their reach, they turn 
to the illegal activities of the lumpenproletariat. The most common form of this is 
the s all s ale sale of r s  es e all  anna s  n the ne h orhoo  The a t 
of th s trans t t  an fests tself n ar o s a s  rst of all  r  se s te 
common among banlieue youth. Although I do not have statistics on this issue, I 
would extrapolate from personal experience that the use of drugs, particularly their 
lo stren th an  eas to n  n  s h h her a on  anl e e o th than a on  
other social groups. Moreover, the prevalence of drug dealing and drug gangs also 
a e ts the ol t al l ate n the ne h orhoo s  es e all  n the arse lle area  

r n  the  r ots  one of the ost ortant reasons that the anl e es aro n  
Marseille remained silent was the intervention of drug gangs. The fact that this time, 

es te the n en e of the r  an s  the re olt has o l e  h e h n s of the 
local youth in the Marseille neighborhoods has attracted the attention of even the 
bourgeois newspapers. This must be written in the list of the rebellion’s successes.

ne sho l  also note that there s a al a le roletar an at on a on  
neighborhood youth, especially with the increasing number of them working as 
delivery people for online apps. Working in this sector becomes an increasingly 

a le o t on a on  ne h orhoo  o th  oth e a se t oes not re re s e al 
tra n n  an  e a se t oes not re re an  front a tal  s h as  for nstan e  

n n  a eh le for er  The e elo ent of th s se tor n the ne h orhoo s  
which is much more suitable for collective organization than, say, working in a 
doner or tabac, should be noted as a trend that may have important repercussions 
in the future. However, this tendency is still only a nucleus and has not yet reached 
a e s e s n an e  t sho l  e a e  that or ers n th s se tor n ran e 
have not yet undertaken collective actions or mass organizing on the scale seen in 
T r e  ree e  or e en n ar o s lf o ntr es  The n on or an n  e orts n 
th s el  h h ha e n rease  ra l  n re ent ears  a  han e th s s t at on 
in the future. For now, however, we note this as a trend to be followed rather than 
a decisive factor.

This is a youth revolt through and through. According to statistics provided by 
the French state, the average age of the 3,600 people detained as of July 4 was 

  th n  one o l  e har resse  to n  another e a le of a ass of tens 
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of thousands, maybe hundreds of thousands of young people, almost all of them 
h l ren  ta n  to the streets al ost on the r o n an  ht n  the ol e  nother 

importance of this statistic is that it gives clues about the relationship between 2005 
and 2023. I am positive that many of the young people who participated in this uprising 
must have heard tales of heroism about 2005 from their older brothers and sisters in 
the neighborhood. However, the average age of the detainees shows that many of 
the young people who fought in the 2023 revolts were not even born at the time of 
the 2005 uprising. In other words, a whole new generation is rising up against the 
same problems, using the same methods, in the same neighborhoods. The conclusion 
sho l  e lear  t ta es no a  all to re t that the re olt of the anl e es ll 
play a major role on the road to revolution in France well beyond 2023.

ne of the ele ents that es the s t at on n the ren h anl e es ts 
s e t  s the entan le ent of the lass str le an  the nat onal est on  The 
overwhelming majority of the urban poor youth mentioned above are descendants of 

eo le fro  ran e s for er olon es n orth fr a oro o  l er a  T n s a  
and West Africa. This has several implications. First, most of these young people 
are sl  n ee  a h e anner th the hrase llah  rah o ahel   the 
French spelling of the Arabic phrase meaning “May Allah have mercy on Nahel” 
 has een seen at e onstrat ons at the han s of o n  eo le  Th s eans that 

these o n  eo le are re tl  a e te   the ro n  sla o ho a n ran e  
Secondly, these Arab and black youth, Muslim or not, are often subjected to the 
most vicious racism. The third point is directly related to the previous one. These 
young people are indeed struggling with racism, but contrary to what Western 

e a fra es t thro h a l eral lens  th s s not a o t ht n  ra st re es 
within France.” The poor people of these neighborhoods do not face racism simply 

e a se the  loo  erent  nl e  for e a le  h nese rants ho are 
er  n ero s  es e all  n so e ren h t es  the  are s e te  to a onte t 

that is nothing but the veinous legacy of French colonialism, since they come from 
France’s former colonies. The police behave as if they were on colonial soil in the 
ne h orhoo s n est on  an  the state often a ts no erent than an o n  
power would. In response, especially among the North African youth, embracing 
the national symbols of their country of origin becomes a form of challenging this 
o ress on  er  a or tor  of the l er an nat onal tea  t rns nto a h e 
demonstration. From time to time, the state responds with the bizarre decision to 

an the n  of the l er an a  for e a le  n e r n  the  orl   
This multidimensional national contradiction, combined with class contradictions, 
creates an extraordinarily explosive setting.

Another continuity between 2005 and 2023 reveals perhaps the greatest 
ea ness of the rotests  n the one han  the o th s la  an al ost aston sh n  

a a t  for or an at on  oth the eos an  the e e tness a o nts s la  that  
n an  ases  ro s of o n  eo le ear n  so e n  of n for  s all  
ons st n  of la  tra s ts  ere the eat n  heart of the rotests  l  an  

cohesively determining the route to be taken and even the targets to be attacked. 
n so e ases  these ro s are sa  to ha e s n ts that se erent ns n a  
or e a le  a ro  res ons le for rea n  se r t  a eras as ent e   ts 
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erent loth n  Th s ro l t  for s essf l as l tar  or an at ons also 
es h nts as to ho  a n h of ear ol s an ht ar e  state for es tooth an  

nail for days on end.
An excellent capacity for military organization, but only military organization, 

alas  n  as n  the re olt s na le to ro e fro  th n tself a self
organization similar to the forums of, say, the popular revolt in Turkey in 2013, 
or a leader or a committee that can formulate its demands. The conclusion to be 

ra n fro  th s s not as the ren h state an  ts e a ha e a e t o t to e  that 
these rotests are not ol t all  or ente  t t oes sho  that  nl e  for e a le  
the workers’ protests, the banlieue youth, which is a bit of a greenhorn actor in 
historical terms, is still at the beginning of its struggle and cannot base itself on a 
historical experience in organizing.

The disadvantage created by the movement’s lack of internal organization in 
 a e to a hea  hen state for es se  th s ea ness to solate the re olt  oth 

the state and media hammered the same misleading message time and again – that 
there was nothing political about the uprising, and it was but the doings of a group 
of racaille  or the s  as t  the nfa o s olas ar o  then n ster of 
the nter or  nfort nate as t s  tho t a o nter narrat e fro  the re olt n  
youth themselves, these arguments came to convince the overwhelming majority of 
French society. The state returned to the same tactic in 2023. It has managed to rally 
the l es of a en o ssel  lea er of the ren h o n st Part  P  eh n  t  
saying that there is no politics here, only blind violence.

nl e n  th s state ta t  has not ro e  o lete s ess  n the one 
hand, the protests did fail to enlist the backing of the majority of the population in 
the olls  ontrar  to the ase r n  the ello  ests or ore re ent la or rotests  

 er ent of the l  n  ahel s ll n  ne l a le  an  ne sa le  
a or n  to a oll  the la e o an  o e er  hen as e  hether the  n  
the protesters’ violence against the police understandable, only 20 percent said that 
the  on r th the state ent altho h t sho l  e note  that th s er enta e 
rea hes  a on  o n  eo le n er  s ent one  a o e  the na l t  of the 
youth to organize their own committees and spokespersons to challenge the picture 
depicted by the state plays an important role in this conundrum. However, the fact 
that t o o t of e er  e o n  eo le  re resent n  the eneral ro le of the 

ren h o th  o e to the ra al os t on of n n  the olen e a a nst the 
police understandable” can be seen as an accumulation of the fact that in the last 
eight years, a wide variety of groups in France have fought against the state and the 
police.

t the ost ortant reason h  the  anl e e r s n  o l  not e 
isolated like 2005 is that various left and revolutionary groups in the big cities 
showed solidarity with the uprising. We use the word “solidarity” deliberately and do 
not give it an absolutely positive connotation, as does the left in general. In France, 
a s n ant art of the a nstrea  left an  the e tra arl a entar  left for es  
e e t the P  not to o nt ean  len hon s art  n o e  ran e  
sho e  sol ar t  th the anl e e re olt  t th s sol ar t  st e n erstoo  

ale t all  n the one han  th s sol ar t  an  s ol  a t ons ere a rst ste  
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to ar  rea n  the solat on  t hoos n  s ol  sol ar t  nstea  of rall n  
to the ranks of the revolt, instead of trying to mobilize the working class with the 

ntessent al etho s of th s lass  s h as str es an  fa tor  o at ons  s also 
choosing not to be part of the revolt. For now, I will content myself with mentioning 
this issue in relation to breaking the isolation of the revolt and leave aside the second 
dimension of the topic to be picked up in the last part of this article.

ne of the ost ortant eren es et een  an   s the eo ra h al 
spread of the revolt this time. In 2005, the revolt was limited to the neighborhoods 
surrounding the big cities, especially Paris. Now, it has spread to hundreds of 
settlements all over France. According to the reactionary French newspaper La 
Croix,  settle ents n total ha e een a e te 3 The roto fas st lea er ar ne 

e Pen has also a no le e  th s s rea  sa n  al e t for erent r oses  
that nt l no  onl  the  t es ere a e te   th s ro le  hereas no  
smaller settlements face the same issue. For Marine Le Pen, making this point is 
a trans arent atte t to s are the h te ren h o lat on nto her ran s  t the 
fact stands, and the geographical spread of the protests points to another prospect. 
Just a few months ago, I wrote that the protests against the pension bill had spread 
to small towns across France in an unprecedented way.4 While the workers’ actions 
are penetrating the capillaries of France, the revolt of the banlieue youth is also 
rea h n  the s all to ns  sho n  that t s no lon er on ne  to the est t es  
The form of the relationship between these two forces will be determined by the 
struggle for hegemony in the coming months and years. The clout of Marine Le 
Pen an  roto fas s  n the s all to ns an  t es here the or ers  rotests ha e 
re entl  s rea  an  the n en e of roto fas s  on the or ers n these areas  

ean that there s e en a r s  of an nterne ne ht et een the anl e e o th an  
the or ers n the s all to ns  t f ren h or ers s ee  n rea h n  o t to 
their brothers and sisters in the banlieues, if they succeed in making them understand 
that their interests and their bid for liberation are one and the same, then the alliance 
between the working class and the banlieue youth will become a frightening 
force to be reckoned with not only in the big cities but throughout France. This 
on rat on o l  t the ren h o r eo s e an  r s n  fas s  on the a  foot  

In other words, the daunting prospect of rural France besieging revolutionary Paris, 
present throughout the history of revolutions in France, will come to naught from 
the very beginning.

The law of war and contradictions with the French state
o  let s t rn o r attent on to the other s e of the arr a e   rst o nt 

concerns an issue that the Western press, which eagerly jumps on when the same thing 
ha ens n on  on  or ran  has s essf ll  an  on en entl  ne le te  fter 
the a ease ent ta t s of the rst  ho rs  the ren h state a l e  hat a o nts 

3 ernar  or e  a arte es e tes e  n est l s elle es  anlie es ha es   
July 2023, htt s tin rl o
4 asan efi  ransa a re  al as  htt s er e a etesi net l slararasi fransa a re

al asi a is ta si en el ili in a is i t l la
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to the law of war against the banlieue youth both during and after the riots. Although 
it is not possible to get our hands on exact statistics on this, the violence against 
the detained protesters, both during detention and in the police vehicle and police 
station, is not unlike what one would see in the states that the Western media would 
call a “regime” in a heartbeat. Most of the protesters taken to court have marks of 
police violence on their faces or bodies. The courts are working like an accelerated 
senten n  fa tor  st a ee  nto the rotests   of the a ro atel   
people detained had already been convicted. There is no doubt that this number 
has n rease  thereafter  t st as ortantl   el e e that th s s t at on arr es 
meanings beyond the usual violence of the bourgeois state, betraying important 
ontra t ons th n the ren h state  an  s orth sse t n  f rther  et s rst 

recall the course of the main events.
fter the ne s of ahel s r er ro e  n the rst  ho rs  ren h Pres ent 
an el a ron e lo e  a ta t  that as eant to ll strate the r orte l  

benevolent face of the state. Nahel was murdered in the early hours of the morning 
of June 27, and protests emerged the following night with great force in Nanterre, 
Nahel’s neighborhood, where the murder took place, but had not yet reached the 
s ale of a nat on e re olt  n er these r stan es  a ron an  the ren h 
state evidently thought that they could defuse the protests before they escalated, 

erha s e en onta n n  the  n anterre  n ne  after the rst n ht of 
rotests  an el a ron ss e  a state ent sa n  that ahel s r er as 
ne l a le  an  ne sa le  an  e resse  h s r ef  n the sa e a  Pr e 
n ster l sa eth orne e resse  her on olen es to ahel s fa l  sa n  there 

shall e no o t that st e ll e ser e  en ore o nter nst t t el  nter or 
n ster ral  ar an n  ho hol s the o s honor of n  fas st ar ne e 

Pen a run for her money when it comes to justifying and endorsing state violence against 
immigrants and minorities – said on the same day that the videos of Nahel’s murder 

ere sho n  an  that the ol e o er n est on ha  een s s en e
n the se on  an  th r  n hts  as the rotests s rea  a ross the o ntr  an  

turned into a revolt, the French state changed course. When it became clear that 
the o th o l  not e foole   the so alle  ene olen e of the state nor  the 
promises of justice that had been given a thousand times and broken a thousand 
times before, state brutality came into play. Apparently, misgivings within the state 
continued on June 29. As the protests spread across the country and the police force 

e lo e  a a nst the rotests n rease  rast all  e en at the ea  of the str es 
and street clashes in March, 12,000 police were deployed, while this number was 

 on the e en n  of ne  n reas n  to   ne  Pr e n ster 
orne state  on ne  that the on t ons for the state of e er en  ha  not et 

been established.
ne  sa  t o str n  e elo ents  n the one han  Pr e n ster orne 

indicated that the government’s position had changed within 24 hours and that 
a state of e er en  as on the ta le  n the other han  the t o a or ol e 
unions in France issued a joint statement saying, ”we are at war against the pest” 
an  the o s are ht n  e a se e are at ar  or all ntents an  r oses  the 
statement amounted to nothing less than a call for civil war. The last sentence of the 
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declaration, which reads, ”tomorrow we will be in resistance, and the government 
must realize this,” is particularly striking in the French context, where the word 
res stan e  a s stan e  e atel  r n s s to the ar e  str le of the 
art sans r n  the e on  orl  ar  n other or s  th th nl e le  ena es  

these cop unions were threatening to take up arms – with or without the government.
en f e o not rea  too h nto th s t n  the s ltane t  of the t o 

statements is striking for more than one reason. The two police unions that made this 
state ent ll an e an   Pol e  re e e  aro n   er ent of the ote n the 

 ol e n on ele t ons  hen the  stoo  n e en entl  n  an   the r 
combined vote was around 45 percent. Hence, this statement cannot be explained 
away as a harsh declaration by a fringe police organization. Rather, it means that 
half of the police apparatus is challenging the government and declaring that they 
will act independently of the government, if need be. To this picture, one must add 
the state ent of another  h s aller ol e n on ran e Pol e Pol ers en 

ol re  h h ot aro n  three er ent of the ote n the sa e ele t ons  h h 
openly congratulated the police for killing Nahel. This means that more than half 
of the police apparatus is lined up behind the program of civil war. It has long 

een no n that fas s  n art lar ar ne e Pen s art  the  at onal 
all  hel  reat s a  o er the ren h ol e  t th the r s s that e an th 

the revolts in the banlieues, this force is raising its head and openly challenging the 
rrent r lers of the state for the rst t e  Th s a  not e the last  To a  e a se 

the ol t al r s s en e  relat el  l  the ll an e  Pol e all an e  
which seems to be acting as a united front of the fascists within the police – has 
onl  ss e  an lt at  n the not so stant f t re  an  n the e ent of a lon er an  
deeper crisis, it should not be ruled out that this could go well beyond an ultimatum, 
and that important sections of the police could rally under the control of the 
fascists.

In my view, this threat to Macron’s control over the state’s coercive apparatus 
is one of the elements that explain the French state’s application of a sort of law of 
war. Lest there be any confusion, this does not mean that Macron and the French state 
would not have used force against the revolts without the threat posed by the fascists 
through the police unions. Such moments of revolt and crisis are always the moments 
when the true limits of bourgeois democracy are revealed. What matters here is that 

r n  the re olt  the a ron o ern ent as not onl  ht n  the re olt tself 
but also struggling to keep its hegemony within the state, which on the surface was 
a test of ts ontrol o er the ol e a arat s t h h a  also ha e ts re e t on 

th n the ren h ha te o r eo s e an  the ar  Pra t es s h as the on t on 
of hundreds of protesters within a few days and the complete carte blanche to police 
brutality are maneuvers at least partly designed to come on top in the struggle for 
hegemony over the police apparatus. The presence as Minister of the Interior of 

ral  ar an n  ho as no n to ha e o ne  fas st or an at ons n h s o th 
an  often res on e  to e Pen s ant rant state ents  n  the ante an  

 o t fas st n  e Pen  s one of a ron s ost ortant tr  ar s n th s 
struggle for hegemony.

The re er ss ons of th s fra t re are also l el  to n  an e ho  al e t less 

192
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s le  n the ran s of the ha te o r eo s e an  the l tar  The  ran e s 
a n oss n on  has en o e  e e t onall  oo  relat ons th an el a ron  
t the fra t res et een the  an  a ron ha e e n to s rfa e  es e all  

in spring 2023 with the protests against the new pension bill. Sometimes with 
ntent onall  lea e  re orts  so et es th th nl e le  state ents   has 

begun to criticize Macron. And it just so happened that as the revolts were rocking 
ran e   hel  nternal ele t ons s he le  ell efore the re olts  eo ro  
o  e e  ho ha  le  the or an at on for e ears  ste e  o n an  
as re la e   Patr  art n  ho ha  een e e s e t  nt l then  There 

s no s n that art n s art larl  ant a ron  t t s note orth  that the ne  
lea er of  ro se  to e on the o ens e  n er art n s res en  
the fra t re l nes et een a ron an  the  of h h e ha e seen the rst 
signs in 2023, could widen. A potential result of this tendency would be a faction 
of the haute bourgeoisie openly backing Le Pen’s RN or another form of fascism or 

roto fas s  t s oss le that n ran e  th ts on rrent r ses an  rotests  
Macron’s rule will start to seem too costly for the bourgeoisie. Right now, this is but 
a fracture, but the increase in workers’ protests and banlieue riots could lead the 
haute bourgeoisie to look for alternatives more suited to implement its intention to 

e on the o ens e   e Pen  th her ron st  o l  e a te t n  o t on
There are no such concrete signs within the military at the moment. Two years ago, 

however, retired generals virtually issued an ultimatum to the Macron government, 
threatening a civil war in which “the death toll would be in the thousands,” in their 

or s  e atel  after ar  th s t e a t e t  o ers tho t re eal n  
the r na es  e lare  the r s ort for the lt at  an  ts a thors  an  e Pen 
immediately made public her support for the soldiers who penned the declaration and 
called on the soldiers to join her party, the RN. Moreover, in 2017, at the beginning 
of a ron s r le  P erre e ll ers  then h ef of the eneral ta  o enl  an  
harshl  r t e  an el a ron r n  the l   ele rat ons  ran e s 
national holiday, revealing the tension between the military and the government. 
Let anyone be gullible enough to think that the military would stand aloof in a 
political crisis that would pit the haute bourgeoisie and the police apparatus against 
Macron. Let us not forget that France’s current 5th Republic is also the product of a 

l tar  o  n  tr ere   the l er an e ol t on

Fascism and proto-fascism lurking behind
Fascism is by far the political force most prepared for this major historical turning 

o nt n ran e  n the one han  the roto fas st ar ne e Pen an  her art  the 
RN, have spent the last 15 years growing almost incessantly under the conditions 
of the Th r  reat e ress on   has ra all  attra te  the or n  lass  
historically the base of the French Communist Party, especially in the proletarian 
areas of northern France. It rallied the petty bourgeoisie around the party, especially 
n the so alle  er her  of ran e  that s  n the s all an  often ne le te  to ns  

oreo er  thro h a s ste at  o erat on of a ol sat on  n e on at on 
of the art  o er the ears  t on n e  the for es that ha  on e sho n the r 
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willingness to unite against Le Pen both at the ballot box and on the streets – not 
least n the  ele t ons  that  as st another art  a on  art es  t also 
s essf ll  ra e  the stor s that the art  ent thro h  n  e Pen s r ht
han  an an  re resentat e of the ant  n  of the art  lor an Ph l ot 
s l t a a  fro  the  then no n as the  an  fo n e  h s o n art  n 

 a se on  roto fas st lea er an  art  to r al e Pen e er e  n the erson of 
r  e o r ro a l  th a ron s n erhan e  s ort to e the fas st 
ote  t the r se of e Pen an  the  ont n e  na ate l  To a  n the ase of 

an eventual crisis that would create a political void – and in the glaring absence of 
a revolutionary alternative – the most likely force to take advantage of Macron’s 
undoing and come to power is Le Pen and the RN.

The r s s tr ere   the r er of ahel an  the ens n  short l e  re olt 
enabled a number of forces in the fascist camp to make their move. We use the term 
fas st a  el eratel  e a se t as not onl  e Pen s art  the  that as 
o l e  t a n er of or an at ons lar e an  s all  r n  the re olt  e Pen 

was in the enviable position of sitting and letting Macron’s popular support wither 
away while her party stood to gain the most. Le Pen emphasized that both Macron 
an  the  e l ans  art  h h ha  een n o er n the re ent ast n er 
a es h ra  an  holas ar o  ere res ons le for th s r s s thro h the r 

rat on an  se r t  ol es  P t erentl  ren h fas s  re alle  that t 
as the onl  for e on the r ht that as not res ons le for th s r s s  on t e 

foole   the relat e o erat on of the stan e here  ssol n  efore he a e to 
power, led the “moderate” wing of his own party for a brief moment in what came 
lose to a s h s  e en sho n  ta t al e l t  to the o nt of a o at n  a tr e 

th the so al sts  n a sense   lea ersh  ne  that nless the  a e a sta e  
th s ss e o l  h rt a ron an  n rease the r s ort  so the  etl  let the r s s 
s ore ol t al o nts for  The  ere not o  the ar  n the rst ost re olt 
opinion polls, Marine Le Pen is placed on top with 37 percent popular support.

t the  as not the onl  one se n  the o as on   n er of o ertl  fas st 
organizations, most of them organized in only one city, took to the streets with 
their militias in order to crush the revolt by blunt force. In the early days of the 

r s n  fas st Tele ra  hannels e an to r late the all to re on er Par s 
with 10,000 men.” This initial call went unheeded, and there was no “march on 
Par s  so to s ea  t n a n er of other t es  lo al fas st ro s e an to 
or an e to ash the re olt n  asses th n es an  l s  n n ers  e ers 
of the re o sl  anne  l ar  or an at on no  alle   ent on the 
hunt for protesters with iron bars and baseball bats from June 30 on. In Lyon, 

e arts on  the ne  na e of the re o sl  anne  n rat on ent ta re  
an  n ha r  e ers of the re o sl  anne  ast on o al too  to the 
streets armed with clubs.

This development is important in at least three regards. First, French fascism 
has made it clear that in the event of an uprising, it will emerge as the paramilitary 
forces of the established order. It goes without saying that in none of the examples 

ent one  a o e  the ol e onfront fas sts th the art al e e t on of on  
where the police are said to have used tear gas when the fascist militia tried to storm 
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the town hall, but it is clear that this was because the fascists were targeting state 
institutions and as long as the target of the attack was the protesters, cops had no 

al s  t e on  th s  n or ent  for e a le  there ha e een re orts of l t as 
calling themselves “groupes anticasseurs” acting in concert with the police and 
beating young protesters under the benevolent eye of cops. Moreover, the French 
army was forced to launch an investigation after reports that these “anticasseurs” 
n l e  na  en or ent s one of ran e s ost ortant l tar  orts  so 

there are aro n   na al ersonnel n the t  This development amounts to 
nothing less than the French equivalent of Baltagiya (paramilitary forces used 
by Hosni Mubarak to quash the Egyptian revolution manu militari) making their 
debut on the political scene! The e er en e of ol e san t one  fas st olen e 
an  the ren h alta a s not ane otal  ro  th s sta e on ar s  e er  a or 
workers’ protest and every popular revolt has to take into account that it will have 
to ht the fas st l t as an  the ren h alta a an  a or n l  reate ts o n 
self efense a arat s  not least the or ers  l t as  

The se on  ss e  the relat onsh  et een roto fas s  an  fas s  has 
s n an e trans en n  ran e  or th s reason  e ho e that the rea er ll h or 
my rather long digression on this issue. Revolutionary Marxism and its political 
tradition have for years called parties such as the RN in France, the Fratelli d’Italia 

 an  the e a n tal  the f  n er an  an  o  n a n roto fas st 
instead of fascist. Perhaps the most decisive factor here was that these parties lacked 

l t as for street olen e for the t e e n  an  n th s res e t the  ere  oth 
fro  lass al fas s  n er an  an  tal  an  fro  re ent e a les s h as the 

 at onal ol nteer r an at on  n n a or ol en a n n ree e anne  
n  e ne er e l e  the oss l t  that  at a erta n sta e  these roto

fascist parties could organize their own paramilitary forces one way or another. I 
believe that the developments in France, especially in conjunction with Italy and 
the US, are beginning to reveal the concrete forms that the transformation of 
proto-fascism into fascism will take.

The relat onsh  et een roto fas sts an  fas sts follo e  t o st n tl  
erent tra e tor es n tal  an  ran e  n tal  tal an fas s  ha  lon  een a 

s n ant for e  nota l  asaPo n  an  or a o a  ltho h the  la e  the 
otes  these or an at ons ha e lon  een a le to or an e n an  t es  l  

ta e to the streets  se olen e an  thro h the r entral or an at on  e ne an 
tal e ol t al strate  The t o a or tal an roto fas st art es ent one  

a o e  e a an   ha  a s n ant t se on ar  o er n tal an ol t s nt l 
the a or rea thro h of the for er n  an  the latter n  of o rse  

roto fas st art es ere h ore ass e than fas st art es  an   se on ar  
here e ean o are  to other a nstrea  for es n the o ntr s ol t s  n 

ran e  nt l the last e ears  o en fas st or an at ons ere s all lo al ro s  
tho t the o er to ta e to the streets an  tho t a nat on e lea ersh  the 

ro onar h  fas st or an at on t on ran a se  h h oasts of e n  the 
ol est ol t al art  n ran e  or the on e a t e  h h ha  a nat on e 
or an at on t as er  ea  The roto fas st  on the other han  has o e 
o t on to  or as a r nner  n al ost e er  a or ele t on s n e 
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n the last fe  ears  roto fas s  n tal  an  fas s  n ran e ha e s r e  
to reate a ore e en e at on  The tal an roto fas sts ha e n rease  the r otes 
by leaps and bounds and have even succeeded in forming a government, something 
that Le Pen has been denied for years. French fascists, on the other hand, have rapidly 
increased their militant power. At least since the university occupation movement of 

 t starte  to onst t te a for e that has ta en to the streets at e er  a or t rn  
clashed with protesters, and some of its spokespeople have become nationally known 

e a ersonal t es  n th s ro ess  a o s eran  n the olla orat on an  the 
alliance between the two sides has gradually become established. This relationship 
somewhat varies from case to case and from organization to organization. In Italy, 
for example, Fratelli d’Italia, the organizational successor of Mussolini’s PNF 

at onal as st Part  h h has an  fas st a res n ts ran s  an e elo  
s n antl  ore re t an  ee er relat ons th fas st or an at ons than the 

e a  h h o es fro  a o letel  erent ol t al a ro n  n ran e  
r  e o r s e on te  h h e er e  s enl  n the  res ent al 

elections, has become a shell for fascist organizations and cadres to use as a kind of 
united front, especially during the electoral process, given that – and unlike the RN 

 t oes not ha e lon stan n  lo al or an at ons  t e on  these eren es  
in general, the fascist organizations retained their independent existence, taking 
over the exercise of street violence but knowing full well that they would have 
the support of the massive and parliamentary proto-fascist parties - and in some 
cases, even a place on their ballot. ote that s lar s t at ons ha e e ste  e en 
in the history of the communists, for example, in Italy after the Second World War, 

hen ar e  ant fas st ro s s h as olante ossa  s e al e  n ant fas st 
violence, often acting together with the Italian Communist Party, but without being 
s e t to ts s l ne  o roto fas sts an  fas sts  n the or s of an tal an 
o rnal st  l e to ether t o not arr  n the  the ra  on the a tol  le  

 the a er  fas st onal  Tr  sa  fas st l t a ro s s h as the Three 
Per enters  the Pro  o s  an  the ath ee ers oo erat n  th Tr s  

a e er a reat a n  en ho   an  fas sts o l e  to ether  t 
can be argued that this type of relationship is not an exception limited to France and 
tal  an  that there s a stron  oss l t  t st ll a oss l t  a on  others  that t 

ll e er e n o ntr es l e a n an  er an  here roto fas s  s on the r se
This relationship is far from smooth. Although the two sides often act together, 

the fas st or an at ons are not n er the total ontrol of the roto fas sts  Th s 
leads to disharmony between the two sides, sometimes even to mutual accusations. 
Th s relat onsh  a  ta e ar o s for s n the near f t re  n ran e  the  or  
less l el  the e on te  s n e t la s a stron  entral a arat s  o l  a sor  
these organizations and turn them into militias acting within its own organizational 

s l ne  h a e elo ent o l  ean the o let on of the ro ess of roto
fas s  t rn n  nto fas s  t th s o l  e a tr e hallen e  art larl  for 
the fascists, who are already much more advanced in the methods of violence 
than the militants of the RN and might be reluctant to give up their organizational 
independence within the RN, whose militant base might still lack the “street 
re ent als  that the  ha e  as far as fas sts are on erne  n the other han  
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if this challenging unity fails to materialize and if the militia forces of fascism 
re a n fra ente  an  tho t a entral e  lea ersh  es e all  n the ase of 

ran e  h h  nl e tal  la s a entral e  fas st or an at on  th s a  ro e 
to be a disadvantage for fascism in the decisive struggles ahead. Let us remember 
that when French fascism tried to take over power in the country on February 6, 
1934, with an uprising, one of the two most important factors explaining the defeat 
of ren h fas s  alon  th the n te  or ers  ront  h h as s essf ll  

le ente  a a nst fas s  as the fra entat on of ren h fas s  at the t e  
To a  fas s  has a n te  ol t al lea ersh  e o e  n the  es te the 

resen e of e o r an  a n er of s aller art es  t t re a ns to e seen 
whether it can form a united paramilitary force out of the fragmented fascist militias. 

This brings us to the last point about armed fascism taking to the streets during 
the anl e e re olts   ha e ent one  a o e ar o s e a les here fas s  too  
its militias to the streets. The fascists did take to the streets, but in most of these 
cases, the youth who participated in the uprising used violence to defeat the fascist 
militias. In a previous article, I mentioned the proclivity of the urban poor youth 
participating in the revolts to street violence. Another dimension of this skillset, as 
 ent one  a o e  an feste  tself n the as l tar  or an at on of the o th  

The result was that the fascists hit a brick wall when they tried to beat the revolt into 
s ss on  fter eos of fas sts ta n  to the streets n ha r  for nstan e  
videos of fascists moaning in agony on the ground began to circulate on Twitter. 
n n ers  the fas sts rst atta e  the rotesters  ho ere o tn ere  an  

then ha  to ee to the r o e after an ress e atta   the ass of rotesters  
To add insult to injury, the youth targeted the fascists’ association and rendered 
it unusable. Photos circulating on the internet show a ruined association building 

th the or s eath to the fas sts  r tten on the alls  s the ren h sa   la 
erre o e  la erre  f o  are at ar  a t l e o  are at ar  The s ess 

of the banlieue youth in repelling the fascists by force should be an example for 
workers’ organizations. All workers’ organizations, from trade unions to political 
parties, must set themselves the task of protecting their actions and institutions with 
the same determination and discipline in the face of the rising fascist threat, and 
of forming workers’ militias to ensure this security. Fascism and fascist terror are 
not n n le   n te  or ers  ront that n tes or ers  or an at ons a a nst 
fascism without hindering the political independence of the organizations involved, 
and workers’ militias prepared to use any means necessary against fascist terror will 
ha e no lt  n r sh n  fas st a ress on  The s ess of the o th th the r 

as l tar  s l ne on a l te  s ale s roof eno h

The misery of the left
The deeds of the French left in the face of the revolt have been nothing but 

shameful. The mainstream left either turned its back on the revolt and the youth 
or took an openly hostile stance. The Socialist Party, once one of the two major 

ol t al for es n the o ntr  t no  or n  rst l she  a short an  lan  
te t s ne   the art s se retar  eneral  l er a re  e ress n  ts sorro  for 
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Nahel. Yet, two days later, both the party and Faure seemed to have forgotten all 
a o t ahel an  ere s  on e n n  the olen e  of the o th  The reens 

 another a or for e of the a nstrea  left  ha  alrea  e n to all on the 
protesters for common sense and restraint, even before the riots had reached their 
climax.

The French Communist Party has not only called for restraint but has openly 
s e  th the ren h state  Th s s har l  the rst t e the P  has one that  The 
P s lon stan n  ro ess of ta n  ore an  ore r ht n  stan es too  a lea  
for ar  n  hen a en o ssel too  the hel  of the art  n er o ssel s 
leadership, the PCF began to pursue a policy of ”law and order,” in particular to 
o t an  the fast r s n  an  soon to e s sse  ean  len hon an  h s 

ran e n o e  art  fro  the r ht  s a res lt of th s or entat on  n  hen 
the 150th anniversary of the Paris Commune was on the agenda of the French left, I 
personally witnessed at least two workers’ rallies in which Roussel and the PCF, 
who went and supported the police demonstrations for tougher laws, with the words 
“Versaillais  et o t  referr n  to the ersa lles o ern ent that e er e  n  
as the enter of o nter re ol t on a a nst the re ol t onar  o er of Par s  o  
the same PCF is using the revolt to prove its “respectability” in the eyes of the forces 
of order. Not only did Roussel and the PCF join the chorus of restraint, but they 
atta e  len hon hen he too  a ra e stan  an  e lare  he as not all n  for 
restraint but for justice. When Macron came out and talked about a social media 
blackout, Roussel immediately concurred and said he wanted a “state of emergency 
for so al e a   e tt n  tra e tor  for a art  that ll o o n n the annals 
of history as the paramount example of treachery!

ean  len hon an  h s art   eser e s e al ent on  len hon s 
a politician who started his political career in an organization with revolutionary 
Marxist origins, then moved to the Socialist Party, even rising to the position of 
deputy minister in Lionel Jospin’s government in the early 2000s, before breaking 
away from the Socialist Party to the left and founding his own movement. After 
the electoral defeat of the Socialist Party in the 2017 presidential elections and the 
P  n the arl a entar  ele t ons  len hon an  the  ha e e o e the est 
for es of the left n ran e  len hon s ne ther a o n st nor a re ol t onar  

e s a refor st ol t an ho for s the se of the re  a  at h s rall es  ho s 
n en e   ren h nat onal s  an  hose a n ol t al ro ra  s to re la e 

the rrent th e l  th a th e l  t the  s st n she  fro  the 
rest of the left oth  ts o as onal al e t n ons stent  hallen e to T  an  
the  an   the o lar asses t rea hes  Apart from the smaller revolutionary 
Marxist parties, the LFI is the only political force that can speak to the workers, 
some of whom are increasingly coming under Le Pen’s spell after the left has 
shackled itself with the straitjacket of identity politics. This is no coincidence but 
the product of a conscious strategy. Already in 2012, when his movement was still 

er  o est n s e  len hon ran as a an ate n n n ea ont n northern 
France, where Le Pen had her own slate for parliament. He lost the election by 
a lo s e  ar n the o al st Part s an ate on a ra or th n tor  n the 
se on  ro n  a a nst e Pen  so ne ther e Pen nor len hon as ele te  t t 
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already spoke volumes that he was up to challenge Le Pen in her own stronghold 
an  to a a n to the asses there  To a  len hon s s the onl  left n  for e 
that has a meaningful impact on the working people of small towns and cities where 

e Pen el s reat o er  or nstan e  n the r n  to the res ent al ele t ons 
n  a or n  to a oll on te   the   er ent of the ello  ests 
lanne  to ote for e Pen  th len hon o n  n se on  th  er ent  ot

so lose eh n  as the roto fas st e o r th  er ent  The rest of the left 
an  the tra t onal r ht are o letel  a sent  o  at the o ent  onl  len hon 
has s ee e  e en f art all  n hallen n  the fas sts for the hearts an  n s 
of the working people who increasingly started to back fascism. This is a point of 
no small interest.

hat s ore ortant for th s art le s len hon s n en e oth on the la  
an  ra  o lat ons of the anl e es an  n ren h olon es s h as a elo e 
an  art n e  To ll strate the e tent of th s s a  n the anl e es  let e ent on 
the str n  e a le of e ne a nt en s  Th s a n strat e n t s lo ate  st 
northeast of Par s an  n l es to ns l e o n  an  a nt en s  h h ere 
once part of the “red belt” under the absolute domination of the PCF but have now 
become the epitome of poor Arab and black banlieues. In this region, where the left 
has traditionally been strong, the right-wing parties won five of the 12 seats in the 
2017 elections, four of which went to Macron and his allies. In 2022, the NUPES, 
a left-wing alliance led by the LFI (but also including the PCF, the Greens, and 
the Socialist Party), won all 12 constituencies. Nine of these 12 deputies were 
ele te  fro  len hon s  n l n  r e e a re  a P  n e en ent 

or ers  Part  l tant  ho as ele te  fro   l sts
Th s s ess s a re t ro t of len hon an  the s ears of n a er n  

opposition to the weaponization of secularism in France as a means to oppress the 
Muslim minority. This seems to have yielded impressive results. According to Ifop, 
a very reliable polling organization, 69 percent of Muslims in France voted for 

len hon n the res ent al ele t ons n  r n  the re olt  len hon s 
stances clearly strengthened his position in the banlieues and increased the 
on en e of the or n  eo le of these ne h orhoo s n the  an  n h  
s  rote a o e  len hon ref se  to o n the hor s of alls for restra nt  

and stated in no unclear terms he wanted justice, not restraint. He denounced the 
bourgeois intelligentsia who tried to pressure him into condemning the revolts as 

ere at h o s  chiens de garde  oreo er  he as e  the o th to not rn 
libraries and schools” in what was seen as a tacit endorsement of violence against 
other targets, such as police stations. In other words, of all the political groups 

ent one  a o e  len hon an  the  ere the onl  a or for es that  not 
treat the popular revolt as a natural disaster to be contained, and who had the courage 
to s e th the re olt  f noth n  else  th s s honor eno h for len hon

What I have discussed so far was basically the mainstream left and the French 
o n st Part  h h as o n  on entl  to the other s e of the arr a e  

The  s e  th the or er an  not the re olt  there s no ne s here  t hat a o t the 
forces that come from the revolutionary Marxist tradition and still have a socialist 
re ol t on n ran e n the r ro ra  To ans er th s est on  e sho l  o e on  
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the e ate s an of the re olt n the s er of  The res onse of the e tra
arl a entar  left  hose a or re resentat es are tte r re  or ers  
tr le  an  the P  e  nt a tal st Part  to the re olt has ta en la e o er 

the last  ears  ost r all  these or an at ons ha e not a e an  hea a  
a on  anl e e o th s n e the rst re olt n  r n  the  r s n   
have not come across a single case in which these large organizations took part in 
the o e ent th the r l tants fro  the anl e e o th f the  ha e an  or 
even formulated the political demands of the uprising with their militants in the 

o e ent e ha e ent one  a o e ho  the la  of ol t al or an at on s a 
reat sa anta e es te the stron  as l tar  or an at on of the r s n  or 

took a step to organize the youth, for instance, in neighborhood committees. Not to 
ent on that  ha e not hear  an  e ort fro  these or an at ons  hose l tants 

number in the thousands and whose main strength is concentrated in the Paris 
region – opening an association or establishing any sort of foothold in, let’s say, 

a nt en s or anterre here the rotests starte  h h are a ess le  etro 
from the center of Paris and constitute the most important center of the banlieue 
youth. The forms such as associations I mention here are mere examples – the main 
ta e s th s  n the 18 years since the first revolt, these organizations have not taken 
a single concrete step to obtain a footing within the banlieue youth.

We would like to underline how striking this lack of interest is. In 2005, 
when the youth of the banlieues rose up and fought the police for weeks, any 
revolutionary organization that took itself seriously and wanted to do justice to the 
name “revolutionary” should have analyzed what this revolt meant on the path to 
re ol t on n ran e an  ta en on rete ste s a or n l  The s n an e of the 
banlieues, which have been bursting onto the scene with large and small explosions 
not only in 2005 but ever since that, should be obvious to any revolutionary who 
takes their task seriously. In an article I penned in March in Turkish, before the 

ahel r er an  the re olt ha  e en ta en la e   a e the follo n  o ser at on

In the 21st century, at the same time, the poor people of the banlieues have risen 
up on several occasions, most notably in 2005. As is the case all over the world, 
this mass movement, which also demonstrated the skill of the young urban poor 
in the use of violent methods, also showed how formidable an enemy it could be 
against the police and law enforcement agencies, especially in cases like 2005, 
when it was not confined to a single banlieue. But in none of these struggles that 
have marked the last two decades have these two great forces [working class 
and banlieue youth -HR] been able to reach out to each other. When the ban-
lieue youth stood up, the organized working class stayed away, and now, when 
the organized working class is striking, the banlieues are silent. However, as I 
wrote above, in a scenario where the banlieues, which are very adept at street 
violence, rise up with the working class, the government in France would not 
last a single day! The French police, who even now lack the ability to concentrate 
their forces in big cities like Paris due to the spread of the protests to hundreds 
of cities and who are said to be facing serious logistical problems, would prob-



201

Urban revolt in France

ably be completely inadequate against both the barricades of the workers in Paris 
and the revolts of the youth in the banlieues. The conclusion to be drawn from 
this is clear. A revolutionary organization in France worthy of this name must 
set the historical goal of building an alliance between the banlieues and the 
organized working class under the leadership of the working class, just as the 
communists of the 20th century set the alliance of the working class and the 
peasantry as a strategic task.5

So how is it that mighty French organizations missed what we saw or have not 
ta en on rete ste s that lo all  ste  fro  th s o ser at on for  ears  t s o o s 
that I cannot be a better observer of France than its revolutionary organizations. The 
ans er s s le  the o er hel n  a or t  of the on e re ol t onar  left all o er 
the world, including France, has long ceased seeing revolution as a concrete goal. 
How could those who do not organize for the goal of revolution, who do not set 
the r s hts on rall n  so et  aro n  the or n  lass the reasons for th s are er  

erent for the  an  the P  the e a les ent one  a o e  t  ll not o 
nto that n th s art le  see erent la ers th n the or n  eo le as essent al 

ele ents of the f t re re ol t on an  n erstan  that the  too ha e a role to la  n t
n  hat o l  ha e een one  o  a  as  There s no nee  to o far for 

a positive example. Analyzing the defeat of the popular rebellion that started with 
e  n  n T r e  the e ol t onar  or ers  Part  n T r e  P  ent e  

that one of the biggest weaknesses of this rebellion was that the working class did 
not participate in it with the methods of the class, namely with strikes and factory 
occupations. As a result, the party’s 3rd Congress, which convened after the rebellion, 
concluded that the party “should consider this prolonged silence of the working class 
as an ’advance’ given by history to strengthen itself within the working class, and 
sho l  t rn t nto a s l er l n n  an  on l e  that th all o r ener  e st 
give priority to organizing within the vanguard of the working class.” The result of 
th s s the strate  os t on n  or entat on that the P has een rs n  for the 
last ten ears  stor  a e the ren h re ol t onar es s h an a an e of  ears  
Th s ear a an e has een aste  hat an a sol te t

The left in France, and particularly those coming from diverse revolutionary 
tra t ons   not not o l  not  t  not  f l ll th s h stor al t  an  
nstea  alle  for sol ar t  a t ons n a or t es  es e all  n Par s  oth these 

or an at ons an  a n er of tra e n ons  nota l  the T  s orte  the t o a or 
demonstrations for Nahel in Paris, in some cases participating in the organization 
of the demonstrations themselves. How so wonderful. As I mentioned above, the 
strength of these solidarity actions played an important role in the 2023 revolts not 
being completely isolated, unlike their 2005 counterparts. Not that we downplay their 

ortan e  t to et st  n a sol ar t  role s also to eta h o r o n fate fro  
the fate of the revolt. As admirable as it is that they did not turn their backs on the 
task of solidarity and stood up for the youth of the banlieues, it is nothing less than 

5 asan efi  ransa a re  al as  htt s er e a etesi net l slararasi fransa a re
al asi a is ta si en el ili in a is i t l la
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r nal that these ro s o l  onl  ser e as a for e of sol ar t   es te the 
year historical advance between the two uprisings.


